
New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners

July 11, 2001

Open Board Minutes

The meeting of the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners was held on July 11, 2001 at the Richard
J. Hughes Justice Complex, 25 Market Street, 4th Floor Conference Center, Trenton, New Jersey. The
meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Gregory J. Rokosz, D.O., J.D., F.A.C.O.E.P., President.

PRESENT

Board Members Chen, Criss, DiFerdinando, Farrell, Lucas, Moussa, Patel, Perry, Reid, Ricketti, Robins,
Rokosz, Trayner, Walsh, Harrer and Wallace

EXCUSED

Board Members Desmond, Haddad, Huston and Weiss

ALSO PRESENT

Deputy Attorneys General Albertson, Dick, Joyce, Levine and Warhaftig; Executive Director Roeder and
Medical Director Gluck

STATEMENT CONCERNING ANNUAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

The requirements of the "Open Public Meetings Act" have been satisfied by notice of this meeting given in
the annual notice adopted by the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners on October 11, 2000 which
was transmitted to the STAR LEDGER, CAMDEN COURIER POST, ASBURY PARK PRESS, BERGEN
RECORD and the TRENTON TIMES, all on the1st day of November 2000 and the Atlantic City Press on the
17th day of January 2001.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dr. Rokosz informed the Board that he gave a presentation at Meridian Health Care System and that it was
very well received.

Dr. Rokosz stated that he had the pleasure of serving the Board as President and thanked the Board
members, Attorney General's Office, Board staff for their confidence in him as well as all their hard work. He
was honored with the rare opportunity to serve on the Board and the chance to make a difference in the lives
of countless people.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

At the June Board meeting, the nominating committee recommended the following slate of officers.

President William V. Harrer, M.D., B.L.D.
Vice-president David M.. Wallace, M.D. 
Secretary Glenn A. Farrell, Esquire



Treasurer Kevin Walsh, P.A.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO APPROVE THE SLATE OF
OFFICERS AS SUBMITTED.

Dr. Harrer thanked everyone for the privilege of serving the Board as President and anticipated a very busy
year. He would like to see a cooperative effort with the Federation with their Primary Verification of
Credentials service. Dr. Harrer mentioned the Physician Manpower Survey which is in its formative stages
and he will be reaching out to Board members to field test it. He sees a tremendous explosion with telehealth
and telemedicine and would make these issues a priority. He also is dedicated to continuing to inform
physicians throughout the State of what the Board is doing through newsletters and spokespersons. Dr.
Harrer also mentioned that he would like the Board to look further into the issues associated with alternative
health care.

MINUTES - THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO APPROVE THE JUNE 13,
2001 OPEN BOARD MINUTES AS CORRECTED.

MINUTES - THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO APPROVE THE JUNE 25,
2001 OPEN CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES AS SUBMITTED.

MINUTES - THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO APPROVE THE LIST OF
APPLICANTS FOR LICENSURE AS PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS OF THE JUNE 22, 2001 PHYSICIAN
ASSISTANTS COMMITTEE MEETING AND THE PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES FOR MAY 18, 2001.

NEW BUSINESS

1. ROSS UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE REQUEST FOR DOCUMENTS

On or about March 12, 2001, the Administrative Office received a document request from William J.
Palatucci, Esquire, on behalf of Ross University School of Medicine ("Ross"). The request has been partially
responded to. There are, however, two categories of documents that remain at issue: 1) All individual
applications for clinical sites in New Jersey by St. George University Medical School ("St. George") and all
correspondence received or sent by the Board related to or regarding those applications and 2) All reports,
letters or other documents regarding St. George submitted to/or prepared by or on behalf of the Board or any
committees of the Board or any consultants.

In a preliminary review of the request, it was discovered that on or about October 2, 2000, Anthony F. LaBue,
Esquire, on behalf of St. George, had written to the Board requesting that materials submitted, some of which
may be responsive to Ross' request, be considered proprietary information. In that same letter, he requested
that St. George be notified in the event any person requested the information.

Parties for St. George and Ross were notified that, in light of St. George's assertion and legal issues
regarding access to information, the Board would consider argument on the papers as to whether cause
exists to limit the production of documents. The Board reviewed the relevant papers.

Prior to the discussion of this item, Doctors Rokosz and Wallace recused from the discussion and vote in this
matter and left the room.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION FOR
ADVICE OF COUNSEL WITHIN THE ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE AND DISCUSSIONS
CONCERNING POTENTIAL LITIGATION.



UPON RETURNING TO OPEN SESSION, THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED,
VOTED THAT AT THIS JUNCTURE, THE REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF DOCUMENTS AND THE
REQUEST FOR CONFIDENTIALITY ARE BOTH OVERLY BROAD. THEREFORE, IN ORDER TO MAKE
AN APPROPRIATE DECISION THE BOARD IS SEEKING THE FOLLOWING FROM THE PARTIES: FROM
ST. GEORGE UNIVERSITY, A MORE PARTICULARIZED ASSERTION WITH SPECIFICITY AS TO THE
INDIVIDUAL DOCUMENTS AND THE EXACT REASON WHY THE UNIVERSITY MAINTAINS EACH AND
EVERY ONE IS ENTITLED TO PROTECTION. THE BOARD SHALL DEVISE A PROCEDURE FOR AN IN
CAMERA REVIEW OF THIS SUBMISSION AND THE DOCUMENTS. FURTHER FROM ST. GEORGE, AN
AFFIDAVIT FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF ST. GEORGE AS TO HOW THE UNIVERSITY MAINTAINS
THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF THIS INFORMATION ESSENTIALLY ATTESTING TO THE FACTS AND AN
ARTICULATION REGARDING HOW THE SCHOOL MAINTAINS THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF THE
DOCUMENTS AND WHAT THE PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF THESE DOCUMENTS IS ELSEWHERE.
FROM ROSS UNIVERSITY: THE BOARD IS SEEKING A MORE PARTICULARIZED SHOWING AS TO
WHY THE UNIVERSITY SEEKS THE INFORMATION FROM THE BOARD, THE EXTENT TO WHICH THIS
INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE FROM OTHER SOURCES OR ALREADY IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN AND
THE MANNER IN WHICH ROSS UNIVERSITY HAS DEALT WITH SUBMISSIONS TO THE NEW JERSEY
BOARD OF THIS SAME INFORMATION AND ISSUE. A LETTER WILL ISSUE FROM THE BOARD MORE
FULLY ARTICULATING THIS PROCESS. Drs. Rokosz and Wallace were recused from voted and
discussion of this matter.

2. web site

Dr. Rokosz reports that he has received a number of complaints concerning the use of the home address on
the Division of Consumer Affairs' web site. The address of record as listed on the renewal application
(whether or not it is one's home address) is what is reported on the site. Some licensees, especially those
not in a private practice but with solely a hospital affiliation, use their home address as their address of
record in order to assure that they receive the renewal, as well as other materials from the Board office.
While the renewal applications state that the address of record is public information, licensees continue to
raise objections. When discussed at the Executive Committee, it was recommended that licensees be given
an opportunity to select a mailing address which would NOT be listed on the website and a professional
address which would be listed on the website. In the interim, it was further suggested that while this
information is being obtained that the street addresses be blocked on the site.

THE BOARD VOTED TO REQUEST THE DIRECTOR OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS TO CONSIDER
AMENDING THE PROCESS TO ALLOW A SPACE FOR AN OFFICIAL ADDRESS TO BE POSTED ON
THE WEBSITE AS WELL AS A PREFERRED AND SECURE MAILING ADDRESS WHICH WOULD NOT
BE POSTED ON THE WEBSITE.

3. LEGISLATION

SENATE BILL NO. 1811, introduced on June 21, 2001 by Senator Jack Sinagra (District 18-Middlesex) -
Anesthesiologist Assistant Licensing

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, WILL REFER THIS BILL TO THE EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE WHICH MEETS JULY 24, 2001. THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SHOULD ATTEMPT TO
INVITE THE CHAIRMAN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ANESTHESIA AT ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON TO
THIS MEETING.

SENATE BILL NO. 2454, introduced June 25, 2001 by Senators Vitale (District 19-Middlesex) and Sinagra
(District 18 - Middlesex) - Prohibits refusal by certain medical professionals to draw blood from drivers
suspected of DWI.



THE BOARD VOTED TO OPPOSE THIS BILL AS IT WOULD CREATE AN ADVERSARIAL ROLE
BETWEEN THE PHYSICIAN AND PATIENT. Dr. DiFerdinando abstained from vote in this matter.

INFORMATIONAL

* Bayer Institute for Health Care Communication

Dr. Rokosz has had experience with this Communications course and highly recommends it.

Additionally, at the request of the Executive Committee, the Board office is in the process of collating
information on the various courses which have been reviewed and approved by the Board. It is hoped that
this list will be provided to the Board members shortly.

* To Err is Preventable: Medical Errors and Academic Medicine (Dr. Wallace will report on this more next
month.)

* "Access To Alternative Health Care Treatment" Acts

PUBLIC COMMENT

NONE

Respectfully submitted,

_____________________________
William V. Harrer, M.D., B.L.D.
President 
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