
*NEW JERSEY CEMETERY BOARD*
PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

MAY 11, 2006

A regular meeting of the New Jersey Cemetery Board was held at 124 Halsey Street, Newark, NJ, on the sixth
floor, on Thursday, May 11, 2006. The meeting was convened in accordance with the schedule filed with the
Secretary of State and was conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter
321, P.L.. Notice of the meeting was prepared in the office of the Board and mailed out to the Secretary of State,
the Attorney General, the Star Ledger, the Record, the Press of Atlantic City, the Asbury Park press and the
Trenton Times. Board Chairman Frank J. DeGeeter, Jr. called the meeting to order at 9:40 A.M. A roll call was
taken and the following attendance of Board members was recorded for these minutes:

Claribel Azcona-Barber Present
Marion Brozowski Present
Lawrence Colasurdo Present
Frank J. DeGeeter, Jr. Present
Paul M. Desbiens Present
Waheed Khalid Absent 
June Nikola Present
William Nichols Present
Karen Walsh Pappas Absent

Also in attendance were: Dianne L. Tamaroglio, Executive Director, New Jersey Cemetery Board; Deputy
Attorney General John Hugelmeyer; and Jonathan Eisenmenger, Assistant to William Mandeville, Managing
Executive Director, Division of Consumer Affairs.

II. OLD BUSINESS

A. Advisement that the County of Ocean is taking a portion of cemetery property
Re: Greenwood Cemetery (CA #370)

This matter will be held over.

B. Cemetery and assets absorbed by new entity
Re: Tri County Lodge #182 Knights of Pythias (CA #367)

The Board has not yet received confirmation from Sheldon Gould of the establishment of the cemetery’s Trust
Fund labeled in the name of the cemetery. The cemetery also has not yet made the legal name change for the
cemetery. Mr. Gould has advised that he is having difficulty in contacting someone who can assist him with this.
Board member Claribel A. Azcona-Barber provided the names and phone numbers of two individuals who can
help Mr. Gould. These names will be provided to him. While Mr. Gould has filed the cemetery’s 2005 Annual
Report, he has not submitted the $75.00 Filing Fee. Mr. Gould will be advised that he must submit the Filing Fee
and provide confirmation of the establishment of the Trust Fund in the name of the cemetery. This matter will be
carried over.

D. Cemetery believes it has an exemption from paying $75.00 Filing Fee for Annual Reports
Re: Hayes Riverview Cemetery (CA #265)

The Board has not yet received the full appraisal for the land sold by the cemetery nor has it received the
requested explanation of how the purchaser of the property was able to take out a large mortgage on the cemetery
property it purchased that was appraised at a low value. A follow up letter will be sent to Joseph M. Hayes,
attorney representing the cemetery. This matter will be carried over.



E. Application for a Certificate of Authority

Mahwah Cemetery

Stafford Township Historical Society, Inc.

The Board has not received anything further from either Mahwah Cemetery or the Stafford Township Historical
Society, Inc. regarding their applications for their respective Certificates of Authority. Follow up letters will be
sent to each. This matter will be carried over.

F. Cedar Heights Cemetery (CA #263)
Re: Withdrawal of $4,786. from Trust Fund

The Board has not yet received confirmation of the name change of Cedar Heights Cemetery’s Maintenance &
Preservation Trust Fund. Dennis DeMarco, President of the cemetery will be subpoenaed to appear before the
Board at its June 11, 2006 Board meeting. This matter will be carried over.

G. Provisional Orders issued June, 1999 for non-filing of Annual Reports

Pennington African Cemetery (CA #382)

The Board has not yet received a response from Angela Witcher regarding her involvement with Pennington
African Cemetery. The Board authorized DAG John Hugelmeyer to issue a subpoena for Ms. Witcher’s
appearance at the July 13, 2006 Board meeting.

Deckertown Union Memorial Park Cemetery (CA #155)

Executive Director Dianne L. Tamaroglio and Board Chairman Frank J. DeGeeter, Jr. have been unsuccessful in
trying to contact Albert Dunn, new President, Deckertown Union Memorial Park regarding his taking over of the
cemetery. Board Chairman Frank DeGeeter, Jr. will make a visit to Mr. Dunn’s business to try to talk to him
about his plans for the cemetery. This matter will be carried over.

Perrinville Cemetery (CA #41)

To date, Ruth Briggs, Perrineville Cemetery has filed with the Board office the cemetery’s Annual Reports for
the years 1992 through 1996. Board Accountant George Booktor has been in contact with Ms. Briggs who
advises she will work on getting the remainder of the reports filed. This matter will be carried over.

Salem Cemetery (CA #276)

Previously, Russell H. Ahlquist, advised the Board that Geraldine Patillo, the individual who has taken over
operations of Salem Cemetery since the passing of her sister, the former operator of the cemetery, was attempting
to get records together to begin filing the cemetery’s delinquent reports when she was involved in a car accident
and was incapacitated at the time. That was months ago and the Board has heard nothing further. A letter will be
sent to Mr. Ahlquist for an update on the status of Ms. Patillo’s well being. This matter will be carried over.

New Asbury Meeting House Cemetery (CA #349)

This matter will be held over at the request of Judy Welshons, Executive Director, New Jersey Cemetery
Association.

Odd Fellows Cemetery (CA #330)

The Board has not received any responses to the letters that have been sent to Doris Moore, the individual who
we have been advised takes care of the financial matters of Odd Fellows Cemetery regarding the operations of the
cemetery nor has it received any of the cemetery’s delinquent Annual Reports. The Board has authorized DAG



John Hugelmeyer to issue a subpoena for Mrs. Moore’s appearance at the July 13, 2006 Board meeting. This
matter will be held over.

H. Withdrawal of funds from M&P Trust Fund
Re: Stillwater Cemetery (CA #363)

Board Accountant George Booktor has created another analysis of Stillwater Cemetery’s finances based upon the
financial records provided to him by Thomas L. Horsefield, Treasurer of the cemetery. Upon review and
discussion of the analysis a motion was made by William Nichols and seconded by Marion Brozowski that of the
approximate $125,000.00 noted on the cemetery’s 2005 Annual Report, $18,000.00 should be placed in a separate
operating account and the remainder placed into an M&P Trust Fund. It is the belief of the Board that $18,000.00
in the Operating account should be sufficient to take care of things at the cemetery for some time. Also, the
$12,000.00 that the cemetery previously removed from its bank account does not have to be replaced. A vote was
taken and the motion was passed by a unanimous vote. Mr. Horsefield will be advised that the money placed in
the Trust Fund cannot be removed for any reason; only the income generated can be removed and placed in the
Operating account. Also, any income that is not removed becomes a part of the Trust Fund and then can no longer
be removed. The Board will ask that Mr. Horsefield provide confirmation of both the Trust Fund and the
Operating Account having been established. This matter will be carried over.

I. Application for the approval of lease of non-dedicated cemetery property
Re: Barnegat Memorial Cemetery Association (CA $139)

The Board will ask Barnegat Memorial Cemetery for an update on the status of the lease with Sprint Spectrum,
L.P.. This matter will be carried over.

J. Delinquent in filing Annual Reports since 1998
Re: Mount Zion Cemetery (CA #206)

In February, 2006, the Board requested that the Enforcement Bureau of the Division of Consumer Affairs
investigate as to whether or not Mount Zion Cemetery had Incorporation Papers filed with the State Department
of Treasury. A review of the Enforcement Bureau’s report showed that the cemetery did file Incorporation Papers
on November 13, 1930 and the business was revoked for failure to pay Annual Reports with the State Treasurer
on February 1, 1988 and as of this date has not been reinstated. In January, 2006, the Board was advised by
Dennis Clowney, a volunteer who does occasional work at the cemetery that he once asked the pastor of the
Mount Zion United Methodist Church (the cemetery sits behind the church) why the church does not control
and/or take care of the cemetery; the pastor advised him that it became a burden on the church. The Board will
write to the Pastor and ask why the church abandoned the cemetery. Also, the church will be asked if the
cemetery buries only those of its faith or do they also bury those outside of the faith? This matter will be carried
over.

K. Correspondence from Jesse R. Pebley

Re: Practices of Eglington Cemetery, Woodbury Memorial Park, Gates of Heaven Cemetery & Hillcrest
Memorial Park 
April 20, 2005 last time on agenda

Previously, the Board had a concern regarding the fact that ½ of Trustee fees were being paid from the principal
of the above named cemeteries’ respective Maintenance & Preservation Trust Funds. In November, 2003, Jesse R.
Pebley, President of these cemeteries advised Prudential Savings Bank (holder of the Trusts) that the amounts
taken from the corpus be reimbursed to the principal of each Fund by each cemetery company . Mr. Pebley has
advised the Board that the entire amount of Trustee’s fees has been fully reimbursed to each M&P Fund as of
February 24, 2006. This matter is closed and removed from future Board meeting agendas.

III. NEW BUSINESS



A. Fiscal Year 2006 Budget Report (1st half)

The Board reviewed its Fiscal Year 2006 Budget Report (1st half). As the Board has questions regarding its
Budget, we will ask that Darlene Kane , Budget Officer, Division of Consumer Affairs, attend the June 8, 2006
Board meeting to discuss the Budget. This matter will be carried over.

B. Possible condemnation of a portion of cemetery property
Re: Monmouth Memorial Park (CA #78)

Robert Lee Hefter, President, Monmouth Memorial Park has advised the Board of the possibility of the
condemnation of a portion of the cemetery’s property by the County of Monmouth. The Board will thank Mr.
Hefter for his advisement and ask him to provide the Board with more details. This matter will be carried over.

C. Cemetery has taken a credit for an overpayment to its M&P in 2004
Re: East Berlin Cemetery (CA #297)

Upon review of East Berlin Cemetery’s 2005 Annual Report it was noted that the cemetery has taken a credit for
an overpayment of its M&P deposit on the 2004 Report. The cemetery will be advised that as per NJAC13:44J-
5.3(d), no cemetery may take a credit for overpayment into the Maintenance & Preservation Fund except with the
consent of the New Jersey Cemetery Board. The Board will ask why an overpayment of $1300.00 was made to
the Trust Fund in 2004. Also, the cemetery will be advised that the Trust Fund is not labeled correctly; it must be
labeled in the name of the cemetery. This must be corrected immediately and confirmation of the name change
provided to the Board. Also, the Board will ask if this Fund is an Operational Fund or a Trust Fund; does the
cemetery have two distinct Funds or is all money put into one fund? This matter will be carried over.

D. Legislative Report, 1st quarter, January 1st - March 31st, 2006

This was informational for the Board giving the status of pending bills, most of which the Board has reviewed
and commented on.

E. Readington Cemetery Association (CA #087)
Re: Dissolved or not

Executive Director Dianne L. Tamaroglio sent a letter to Readington Cemetery Association advising that the
cemetery was in violation of not filing its Annual Reports for the years 1999-2004. Ms. Tamaroglio was advised
that the cemetery company was dissolved in 2000. In researching the cemetery’s file and past Board meeting
minutes it appeared that the regulations for dissolution were sent to the cemetery but nothing in return was ever
received by the Board. Donald K. Moore, Esquire forwarded to the Board office copies of correspondence sent to
the Board in 1999 which included the necessary documentation for dissolution; however, the Board office never
received this correspondence. Upon review and discussion of this documentation, a motion was made by Marion
Brozowski and seconded by Lawrence Colasurdo to approve the dissolution of Readington Cemetery Association,
Certificate of Authority No. 87. A vote was taken and the motion was passed by a unanimous vote. The cemetery
will be asked to return its original Certificate of Authority to the Board office and will be asked if the
Maintenance & Preservation Trust Fund is being maintained. This matter will be carried over.

F. Inquiry regarding establishment of a "Memorial Garden"

Evelynn S. Caterson, Attorney representing a United Methodist Church has written to DAG John Hugelmeyer
advising that the church is planning the establishment of a Memorial Garden on a small piece of land beside the
church building. This garden would have some grassy areas and the rest would be flower beds of various shrubs,
bushes , and flowers. People would be permitted, for a small fee, to dig a hole in the flower beds (not in the
grass) and put the ashes of loved ones in. If someone wanted to use a container, they would only be permitted to
use a container which was biodegradable. There would be no markers of any kind indicating a location where the
ashes were initially placed but rather a large plaque nearby indicating whose ashes were put in the garden and
when. Ms. Caterson believes that this does not meet the definition of cemetery as found in NJSA 8A:1-2. Ms.



Caterson will be advised that the mere scattering of ashes on the grounds would be okay. However, the burying of
human cremated remains whether in a container or not would equate to the definitions of "cemetery" & "grave"
as per NJSA45:27-2 and therefore would necessitate the need for the church to become a cemetery company and
apply for a Certificate of Authority.

G. Requesting extension for filing of Annual Report

Woodlawn Cemetery Association, Inc. (CA #234)

Robert D. Elliott, CPA has written to the Board requesting an extension of 60 days to file Woodlawn Cemetery
Association, Inc.’s 2005 Annual Report. A motion was made by William Nichols and Marion Brozowski to grant
the extension. A vote was taken and the motion was passed by a unanimous vote. This matter is closed and
removed from future Board meeting agendas.

Christ Episcopal Church (CA #141)

Paul Walker, Christ Episcopal Church has written to the Board requesting an extension until July 1, 2006 to file
the cemetery’s 2005 Annual Report. A motion was made by William Nichols and seconded by Marion Brozowski
to grant the extension. A vote was taken and the motion was passed by a unanimous vote. This matter is closed
and removed from future Board meeting agendas.

Oheb Sholom Cemetery Association (CA #136)

Robert A. Sochor, Secretary, Oheb Sholom Cemetery Association has written to the Board requesting a
"reasonable" extension of time to file the cemetery’s 2005 Annual Report. A motion was made by William
Nichols and seconded by Marion Brozowski to grant an extension of 60 days. A vote was taken and the motion
was passed by a unanimous vote. This matter is closed and removed from future Board meeting agendas.

Fair Lawn Memorial Cemetery (CA #108)

Thomas Mizzone, Jr., CPA has written to the Board requesting an extension of 30 days to file Fair Lawn
Memorial Cemetery’s 2005 Annual Report. A motion was made by William Nichols and seconded by Marion
Brozowski to grant the requested extension. A vote was taken and the motion was passed by a unanimous vote.
This matter is closed and removed from future Board meeting agendas.

H. Requesting a waiver of $75.00 Annual Report Filing Fee

West Amwell Cemetery Association (CA #283)

Gisele A. Meader, Treasurer, West Amwell Cemetery Association has written to the board requesting a waiver of
the 2005 Annual Report $75.00 Filing Fee due to the financial condition of the cemetery. A motion was made by
William Nichols and seconded by Lawrence Colasurdo to grant the waiver. A vote was taken and the motion was
passed by a unanimous vote. This matter is closed and removed from future Board meeting agenda..

Unionville Cemetery Association (CA #108)

Alvin J. Darvin, President, Unionville Cemetery Association has written to the Board requesting a waiver of the
2005 Annual Report $75.00 Filing Fee due to the poor financial condition of the cemetery. A motion was made
by William Nichols and seconded by Lawrence Colasurdo to grant the waiver. A vote was taken and the motion
was passed by a unanimous vote. This matter is closed and removed from future Board meeting agendas.

The Presbyterian Church Cemetery (CA 208)

John T. Ash, III, Pastor, The Presbyterian Church Cemetery has written to the Board requesting a waiver of the
2005 Annual Report $75.00 Filing Fee due to the very poor financial condition of the cemetery( the cemetery



sold a grave for the first time since 1904). A motion was made by William Nichols and seconded by Lawrence
Colasurdo to grant the waiver. A vote was taken and the motion was passed by a unanimous vote. Mr. Ash also
advises that # 17 on the report shows that $95.00 had been deposited into the Trust Fund. However, an oversight
was made and the money was not deposited. The Board will ask Mr. Ash if there are persons outside of the
church’s faith who would still have the right to burial in the cemetery. Also, the Board will ask that the cemetery
provide confirmation that the $95.00 has been deposited into the Trust Fund. This matter will be carried over.

I. Application for sale of a portion of cemetery property
Re: Osborneville Cemetery Association to Scott Builders of USA, Inc. 
(CA #345)

David A. Semanchik, Attorney representing Osbornville Cemetery Association has submitted an application for
the sale of a portion of the cemetery’s property to Scott Builder of USA. Since receipt of the application, the
Board has been advised that this sale has fallen through and the cemetery is presently negotiating with other
prospective buyers. The cemetery will be advised that a sale cannot be approved without a definite buyer and if
there is a new buyer at the time, please provide the particulars. Also, the appraisal provided to the Board appears
to be a residential appraisal; the cemetery will be asked to provide a new appraisal. Under the Resolution of the
majority of the Board of Trustees, it states that after the deposit to the M&P has been main from the proceeds of
the sale, the remainder shall be paid out to other charitable purposes. This statement is very vague; the cemetery
will be asked what it means by other charitable purposes and would the cemetery be agreeable to restricting it to
the purposes of its charter. An on-site inspection of the cemetery property will be conducted by Board Vice
Chairman Marion Brozowski. This matter will be carried over.

J. Cemetery ignores letters from Board office
Re: Good Luck Improvement Association (CA #59)

Good Luck Improvement Association has ignored many letters sent from the Board office regarding the
cemetery’s Annual Reports. The Board authorized DAG John Hugelmeyer to issue a subpoena for the appearance
of a representative of the cemetery to appear before the Board at its July 13, 2006 Board meeting.

IV. CLOSED DISCIPLINARY MATTER

A Final Order has been issued to Hainesville Cemetery (CA #262) to finalize a previously issued Provisional
Order for violation of NJSA 8A:4-5, (now NJSA 45:27-13) & NJSA 8A:4-12, (now NJSA 45:27-15). The
cemetery is now in compliance and has paid a $500.00 Civil Penalty imposed by the Board This matter is closed
and removed from future Board meeting agendas.

V. PUBLIC COMMENT

Leonard Auerbach, General Manager Floral Park Cemetery, Washington Cemetery Management Company, &
Oaklawn Memorial Park asked that the Board considering a reduction in some of its fees to help out the many
smaller cemeteries that are struggling to make ends meet. The Board will take this into consideration.

VI. FOR YOUR INFORMATION

A. Magazine Articles

The Forum April, 2006

B. Rule Proposal New Jersey Register April 17, 2006
Re: Department of Banking and Insurance, Office of Depositories

C. New Jersey State Board of Mortuary Science

Open Session Meeting Minutes March 7, 2006



D. New Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs Web Site
Re: New Jersey Cemetery Board brief

These matters were all considered informational for the Board deeming no discussion or decision making.

VII. ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Marion Brozowski and seconded by Paul M. Desbiens to adjourn Public Session at 11:15
PM and move into Executive Session at 11:25 PM. A vote was taken and the motion was passed by a unanimous
vote. The Board moved into Executive Session to discuss the following matters involving investigations and/or
violations of the Board’s regulations:

1. One (1) new matters or complaints filed with the Board which required review and recommendations in regard
to investigation and/or actions.

2. Ten (10) matters where additional information has been submitted to the Board pending investigations.

The substance of these investigations shall remain confidential until disclosure is permitted by law. Board action
arising from such discussions will be made public at such time official action is taken on these matters, if
permitted by law.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dianne L. Tamaroglio
Executive Director
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