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     *NEW JERSEY CEMETERY BOARD*

PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES
    

  JUNE 14, 2012

  
A regular meeting of the New Jersey Cemetery Board was held at 124 

Halsey Street, Newark, NJ, on the sixth floor, on Thursday, June 14, 2012.  The meeting was
convened in accordance with the schedule filed with the Secretary of State and was conducted in
accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 321, P.L.  Notice of the
meeting was prepared in the office of the Board and mailed on July 21, 2011 to the Secretary of State,
the Attorney General, the Star Ledger, the Record, the Press of Atlantic City, the Asbury Park Press
and the Trenton Times.  Board Chair William  Nichols called the meeting to order at 9:30 A.M.. A roll
call was taken and the following attendance of Board members was recorded for these minutes:     

Paul M. Desbiens Present
Waheed Khalid Present
June Nikola Present
William Nichols Present
Jeffrey Kasko Present 
Linda McGloin Absent        
Rabbi Jay M. Kornsgold Present              

          
Also in attendance were: Dianne L. Tamaroglio, Executive Director, New Jersey

Cemetery Board and Deputy Attorney General John Hugelmeyer.

I. APPROVAL OF PUBLIC SESSION MEETING MINUTES OF APRIL 12, 2012

A motion was made by June Nikola and seconded by Paul Desbiens to approve
the Public Session Meeting Minutes of April 12, 2012 as corrected.  A vote was taken and the motion
was passed by a unanimous vote.

II. APPEARANCE OF CHARLES MANNING, REGULATORY ANALYST

Charles Manning, Regulatory Analyst brought before the Board the suggested
crematory regulations for discussion.  Upon review the Board made several suggestions which Mr.
Manning will work on and bring back to the Board for review at the July 12, 2012 Board Meeting.  
           
III. OLD BUSINESS

A. Hoboken Cemetery (CA #183)

Executive Director Dianne L. Tamaroglio will contact Jerome Katz attorney
representing Hoboken Cemetery for a status on this matter.  This matter will be held over.
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B. Correspondence from Debbie L. McClelland, Secretary, Trustee, Odd Fellows
Cemetery (CA #39)  

Correspondence from Walter A. Norris, Esquire

 Walter A. Norris, the attorney representing Odd Fellows Cemetery wrote to the
Board advising that the cemetery is proposing to repay the withdrawal of $6,000.00 from its
Maintenance and Preservation Fund by depositing $500.00 per month back into the M & P Fund.   Mr.
Norris further advised that to date, the cemetery has restored $2,000.00 back into the M & P Fund. 
The Board is in agreement with said proposal but will request that a status of repayment be
forwarded to the Board every three months.  This matter will be held over.

C. Crematory Discussion

It was brought to the Board’s attention that Hackensack Cremation Cemetery
was established as a free standing crematory in Hackensack, New Jersey without Board approval. 
In addition, the Hackensack Cremation Center is supposedly performing both human and animal
cremations.  Upon review the Board will ask the Enforcement Bureau  to schedule an investigation
of the Hackensack Cremation Cemetery as soon as possible.  This matter will be carried over.

D. Application for a Certificate of Authority
Dover Cemetery Association a/k/a Orchard Street Cemetery

This matter will be carried over pending receipt of the renewed price list.   

E. Application for a Certificate of Authority
Re: Elwood Cemetery

Francis Paulsgraf, a volunteer for Elwood Rural Cemetery, forwarded to the
Board the documentation showing the extension of the cemetery’s corporate existence. Upon review
a motion was made by Paul Desbiens and seconded by Jeffrey Kasko to issue the Certificate of
Authority for Elwood Cemetery.  A vote was taken and the motion was passed by a unanimous vote. 
This matter is closed and removed from future Board meeting agendas.

F. Sale of 22 graves from Crescent Burial Park Association, (CA #56)
to Lewis Katz

Executive Director Dianne L. Tamaroglio wrote to Jonathan M. Friedman,
Esquire to advise that Crescent Burial Association will have to make an application to the Board for
the easement being established as part of the sale of the 22 graves to Lewis Katz.  Without Board
approval for the easement the sale of the graves could be invalidated.  To date, there has been no
response from Mr. Friedman.  Ms. Tamaroglio will send a follow-up letter requesting a response.  This
matter will be carried over.
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G. Cemetery companies that are delinquent in filing of Annual Reports

Executive Director Dianne L. Tamaroglio wrote to the cemeteries that are
delinquent in the filing of their Annual Maintenance and Preservation Reports. Ms. Tamaroglio advised
the Board that the Board office had received many calls from the cemeteries advising that they will
file their Maintenance and Preservation Reports as soon as possible.  Although the Board office has
not been contacted by all the cemeteries that were sent letters the response has been very good.  This
matter is closed and removed from future Board meeting agendas.

IV.  NEW BUSINESS

A. Approval of Bulk Sales

Forest Lawn Memorial Gardens, Clover Leaf Memorial Park, Iselin, NJ 
(CA #14) to Du Hu Association of America, Inc., Brooklyn, NY

Executive Director Dianne L. Tamaroglio approved the bulk sale of 80
interment spaces for $90,000.00 ($1,125.00 per space).  The required 15% will be deposited into the
Maintenance & Preservation Trust Fund of Forest Green Park Cemetery Association

B. Notice to All Professional Boards and Committees

The Board reviewed N.J.A.C. 13:45C-2 which states that as of April 16, 2012
all professional and occupational boards and committees in the Divison of Consumer Affairs are
authorized to waive compliance with, or, relax, a specific regulatory requirement upon the request of
a licensee or applicant, or on its own initiative, when strict compliance with that requirement:

1. Would lead to an unfair, burdensome or incongruous result;
2. Would result in undue hardship, economic or otherwise; or
3. Would conflict with the rules of another agency.

The Board had no questions or concerns regarding the above notice.  This matter is closed and
removed from future Board meeting agendas.

C. Correspondence from David Blau, PDD, Guardian-Newstead-Worth Lodge #146

June Nikola was recused and moved away from the table

David Blau, PDD wrote to the Board requesting the Board’s comments
regarding a situation where the billing for maintenance of plots owned by both Worth Lodge and
Guardian-Newstead-Worth Lodge was neglected by the Beth Israel Cemetery for 65 years.  The
cemetery will now begin billing Worth Lodge and Guardian-New stead-Worth Lodge $2,000.00  a year
for the maintenance of the plots.   Beth Israel Cemetery also advised that they will forgo all past fees
but might withhold or not allow future interments or monument erections if Worth Lodge and
Guardian-Newstead-Worth Lodge do not comply with the new request for payment.  It is the opinion
of   Worth Lodge and Guardian-New stead-Worth Lodge’s legal counsel that since this is not a new
policy on the part of the cemetery or a New Jersey State requirement and given it has been 65 years
of no maintenance fees it is a mote point and is grand fathered as such for no future maintenance
fees.  Upon review the Board has asked Executive Director, Dianne L. Tamaroglio to write to Beth
Israel Cemetery asking them for a response to Mr. Blau’s concerns.  This matter will be carried over.
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D. Disciplinary matter



Settlement Letter issued to Forest Green Park Cemetery (CA #187) for
violation of N.J.S.A. 45:27-16(c)(1); cemetery has signed Acknowledgment of
wrongdoing and paid a $500.00 fine

June Nikola was recused and moved away from the table

Forest Green Park Cemetery was issued a Settlement Letter for being in
violation of N.J.S.A. 45:27-16(c)(1) which states that a cemetery company, and any person engaged
in the management, operation or control of a cemetery company, directly or indirectly, is specifically
prohibited from engaging, directly or indirectly, in the manufacture or sale of memorials.  Forest Green
Park Cemetery has signed the acknowledgment of wrongdoing and paid the $500.00 fine.  This matter
is closed and removed from future Board meeting agendas.

E. Correspondence from Colleen Hancock, Manager/Administrator, Bordentown
Cemetery Association (CA #162)

The Board received correspondence from Colleen Hancock,
Manager/Administrator, Bordentown Cemetery Association explaining that Bordentown Cemetery is
running out of funds in the cemetery’s operating fund.  Ms. Hancock is requesting permission from
the Board to release some funds from the Maintenance and Preservation Fund in order to maintain
and preserve the cemetery.  Upon review the Board has asked Executive Director Dianne L.
Tamaroglio to respond to Ms. Hancock advising that the Board cannot grant permission to remove
money from the principal of the Maintenance and Trust Fund but can offer the following suggestions
as how to generate monies for the operating fund.  

• The cemetery is a non-profit entity and therefore may hold fund raisers.
• The cemetery can raise its service fees.
• The cemetery can accept a loan and apply to the Board to issue a Certificate to the

lender as per N.J.S.A. 45:27-26.

The person(s) holding the Certificates would then have one vote for each $250.00 of the fare amount
of the certificate.  This matter is closed and removed from future Board meeting agendas.

F. Correspondence from Tuckerton Old Home Society, Inc.  (CA #138)

The Board received correspondence from Christopher Mathis, President,
Tuckerton Old Home Society, Inc. advising that on May 5, 2012 an entirely new Board of Trustees
was elected by the membership of the cemetery.  Due to the inexperience of the newly established
Board of Trustees several questions have arisen and they are requesting answers to these questions
from the Board.  The questions brought before the Board and the answers to the questions are as
follows:

1. May a board member be an employee of a funeral home? The employee has no
ownership interest nor is in a position of management.  

                       Answer - no

2. May the spouse of a board member be an employee of a funeral home?
Answer - yes
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3. May the Maintenance and Preservation Trust Fund be self-directed by the board?  The



by-laws charge the trustees as follows:

The Trustees shall be vested with financial oversight and shall encourage the
use of the best financial principles and procedures by the Treasurer  and other
persons handling funds of the Society.

The investment position and investment objective of the Society is to provide
current income and safety of capital.  In pursuing these objectives, the
Trustees shall invest the Society’s funds principally in accounts and securities
registered on a nationally recognized securities exchange or issued by or
guaranteed by the U.S. government.

Answer - yes  

The cemetery will be advised all investments of cemetery’s Trust Funds shall be made pursuant to
the Prudent Investor Act.  This matter is closed and removed from future Board meeting agendas.

V. FOR YOUR INFORMATION

A. Notification of Civil Action
Re: Evelyn Edwards, Hortense Edwards, Carolyn Johnson, Willie Johnson,
Raymond Johnson, Jr., Michael Johnson, Ronald DuBose, Deborah Teel,
Claudette Kendall, Lawrence Desouza, Joseph Canterbury, Paulene
Canterbury and Megan Canterbury, individually and on behalf of those
similarly situated, Plaintiffs v Rosedale & Rosehill Cemetery Associoation,
Rosedale & Rosehill Cemetery Association d/b/a Rosehill Cemetery &
Crematory Association a/k/a Rosehill Cemetery & Crematory Association &
Rosehill Cemetery & Crematory Association, Defendants
Docket No.: 11CV3292
(RRM) (MDG)

B. Articles

Neglected Greenwood Cemetery (CA #138) Gets New Board of Trustees to Help

The Tuckerton/Little Egg Leader         April 6, 2012

Memorial for infants to be dedicated Herald News 6/7/2012

C. New Jersey State Board of Mortuary Science

Open Session Meeting Minutes       March 6, 2012

Open Session Meeting Minutes       April 3, 2012

The above matters were considered informational for the Board deeming no
discussion or decision making.
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VI. PUBLIC COMMENT



Adam Gruziejewski, from New Jersey Funeral Director’s Association asked
for the name of the cemetery that was issued a Certificate of Authority at today’s Board meeting. 
Judith Welshons Executive Director New Jersey Cemetery Association advised that the Association’s 
Convention held in May was quite successful.

VII. ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by June Nikola and seconded by Waheed Khalid to
adjourn Public Session at 12:50 P.M. and move into Executive Session at 1:00 P.M.  A vote was taken
and the motion was passed by a unanimous vote.  The Board moved into Executive Session to discuss
the following matters involving investigations and/or violations of the Board’s regulations:

1. Five (5) new matters or complaints filed with the Board which required review
and recommendations in regard to investigation and/or actions; and

2.  Five (5) matters where  additional information has been submitted to the Board
pending investigations.

The substance of these investigations will remain confidential until disclosure
is permitted by law.  Board action arising from such discussions will be made public at such time
official action is taken on these matters, if permitted by law.  A motion was made by June Nikola and
seconded by Paul Desbiens to adjourn the Board meeting of June 14, 2012.   A vote was taken and
the Board meeting was adjourned at 2:30 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dianne L. Tamaroglio
Executive Director 


