
*NEW JERSEY CEMETERY BOARD*
PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

NOVEMBER 13, 2008

A regular meeting of the New Jersey Cemetery Board was held at 124 Halsey Street, Newark, NJ, on the
sixth floor, on Thursday, November 13, 2008. The meeting was convened in accordance with the schedule
filed with the Secretary of State and was conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Open Public
Meeting Act, Chapter 321, P.L. Notice of the meeting was prepared in the office of the Board and mailed
on September 17, 2007 to the Secretary of State, the Attorney General, the Star Ledger, the Record, the
Press of Atlantic City, the Asbury Park Press and the Trenton Times. Board Chair William Nichols called
the meeting to order at 9:30 AM. A roll call was taken and the following attendance of Board members was
recorded for these minutes:

Lawrence Colasurdo Present 
Paul M. Desbiens Present 
Waheed Khalid Present 
June Nikola Present
William Nichols Present
Genevieve Raganelli Present Arrived 10:00 AM
Michael Ticktin Present

Also in attendance were: Dianne L. Tamaroglio, Executive Director, New Jersey Cemetery Board and
Deputy Attorney General Ginger R. Provost.

II. APPROVAL OF PUBLIC SESSION MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2008

A motion was made by Michael Ticktin and seconded by Lawrence Colasurdo to approve the Public
Session Minutes of September 11, 2008 as amended. A vote was taken and the motion was passed by a
unanimous vote.

III. OLD BUSINESS

A. Provisional Orders issued June, 1999 for non-filing of Annual Reports

Deckertown Union Memorial Park Cemetery (CA #155)

Executive Director Dianne L. Tamaroglio advised the Board that she has spoken with Ed Vanderberg,
President, Deckertown Union Memorial Cemetery about filing the cemetery’s annual Reports. Mr.
Vanderberg advised that he is working on the reports and hopes to have them filed shortly. This matter will
be carried over.

New Asbury Meeting House Cemetery (CA #349)

The Board has received a sworn statement from the Trustees of the New Asbury Methodist Church stating
that at no time in the future will the Church sell, or donate Cemetery plots to any individual or party unable
to produce proof of current membership to a church within the United Methodist Church denomination. The
Board will now ask for an amended statement, stating that to the best of the Trustees’ knowledge, in the
past burial was restricted to members of the United Methodist Church denomination. It is possible that if in
the past, the cemetery restricted burials, the cemetery could apply to the Board for the dissolution of the
cemetery company and operate as a church cemetery. This matter will be carried over.

Odd Fellows Cemetery (CA #330)

Roland G. Hardy, Attorney representing Odd Fellows Cemetery has provided the Board with a list of the
burials that have taken place at the cemetery for the period 2006-2008 along with the cemetery’s Burial



Price List. A letter will be sent to Mr. Roland advising that the cemetery and Danny Moore are still not
providing the Board with the previously requested information. Mr. Hardy will be advised that as he
represents the Trustees of Odd Fellows, it is his responsibility to get them to cooperate with the Board’s
requests and to have the cemetery become compliant with the Cemetery Act and the Board’s regulations
from here forward. If the cemetery does not cooperate with the Board, it could face possible disciplinary
action by the Board which could include a Civil Penalty. This matter will be carried over.

B. Old Tennent Cemetery (CA #201)

The Board reviewed a proposed Order prepared by the mediator in this matter. The matter will be carried
over.

C. Old Tappan Cemetery
Re: Compliance with State Regulations of Cemeteries

This matter will be held over at the request of DAG Ginger Provost.

D. Reconstitution of Board
Re: Mercer Cemetery (CA #266)

DAG Ginger Provost has issued a Demand for Statement in Writing Under Oath to John Cipriano,
President/ Trustee, Mercer Cemetery. This matter will be held over pending a response from Mr. Cipriano.

E. Delinquent in filing Annual Reports from 2002 through 2007
Re: Newell Cemetery (CA #375)

It appears that correspondence previously sent to Paul Brembt, Newell Cemetery has been sent to an
incorrect address. A motion was made by Genevieve Raganelli and seconded by Michael Ticktin to forward
the letters to the correct address advising Mr. Brembt that he has 10 days from receipt of same to respond
to the Board. If there is no response from him, the letters will be sent to the other Trustees of the cemetery.
A vote was taken and the motion was carried by a unanimous vote. This matter will be carried over.

F Pleasant Hill Cemetery Association, Plaintiff v Jerry F. Smith & Christina M. Smith, Defendants
Docket No. MRS-L-883-08

Pleasant Hill Cemetery Association has filed amended Annual Reports for the period 1999 through the
present. Board Accountant George Booktor has reviewed them and everything appears to be in order. The
matter will now be moved to Executive Session for advice of counsel and to monitor the situation.

G. Correspondence from John C. Walker, Superintendent, Cedar Lawn Cemetery
Re: Cemetery renovation

Board Vice Chair Paul Desbiens was recused from this matter and moved away from the table.

This matter will be held over pending receipt of the Board’s requested additional information.

H. Correspondence from George Dougherty, Esquire
Re: White Cedars Memorial Park (CA #400)

June Nikola was recused from this matter and moved away from the table.

On behalf of White Cedars Memorial Park, Attorney George Dougherty is requesting the Board’s approval
for the issuance of Certificates of Indebtedness in the amounts of $692,288.00 & $550,000.00. As per Mr.
Dougherty, the applications for the Certificates of Indebtedness arise from the efforts of Memorial
Properties and CIT, LLC to prepare White Cedars to accommodate the lot owners who had purchased



crypts and other internment space at the now dissolved Trinity Cemetery in Wall Township. The
documentation provided to the Board for review is not adequate enough for the Board to make a
determination in this matter. A Committee of the Board, Board Chair William Nichols and Board Vice-
Chair Paul Desbiens along with DAG Ginger Provost and Executive Director Dianne l. Tamaroglio will
meet to review and examine the provided documentation along with records for White Cedar’s Memorial
Park to determine what else is needed for the Board to make a determination. This matter will be carried
over.

I. Correspondence from Paul M. Desbiens, Board Vice-Chair
Re: Maple Grove Cemetery (CA #168)

Board Vice-Chair Paul Desbiens was recused from this matter and moved away from the table.

Board Chair William Nichols conducted an on-site inspection of the three areas of Maple Grove Cemetery
that the cemetery would like to use for future burial sites. Mr. Nichols inspected each area to insure for
continued access to the existing grave sites by the 30 inch pathways which are proposed and determined
that they would be adequate. The three locations would best serve the cemetery as grave sites instead of
unused visitor roads that dead end into a major road or parking lot of an apartment complex. As the
cemetery has limited land available and no possibility to obtain additional acreage at this or nearby
locations, Mr. Nichols recommended that the Board approve the cemetery’s request. A motion was made by
Michael Ticktin and seconded by June Nikola to approve the cemetery’s request for its future land use. A
vote was taken and the motion was passed by a unanimous vote. This matter is closed and removed from
future Board meeting agendas.

J. Cemeteries delinquent in filing of 2007 Annual Reports

As reported in the September 11, 2008 Cemetery Board Public Session Minutes, there are approximately 24
cemeteries that have not yet filed their respective 2007 Annual Reports. This matter will be moved to
Executive Session for discussion and advice of counsel.

IV. NEW BUSINESS

A. Correspondence from Rev. Scott Hoffman, Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association
Re: Establishment of a Memorial Garden

Rev. Scott Hoffman, Chief Administrative Officer, Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association has presented
to the Board preliminary plans for the establishment of a Memorial Garden in Ocean Grove, NJ. The
Association is a Christian organization and is inquiring as to the necessary steps to obtain State approval for
the project. Upon review of the submission, the Board had the following concerns and questions which it
will address to Rev. Hoffman:

1. Is the Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association a religious organization; 2. Rev. Hoffman states that all
Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association constituents and their families and friends may be buried there;
burial must be for members of the faith and their families; 3. If the organization extends burial to friends,
the organization must apply for a Certificate of Authority from the Board to operate as a cemetery
company and must then follow the Board’s governing statute and regulations; 4. Rev. Hoffman states that
burial containers are to be biodegradable so that the earth may be used again after the Garden has been
fully used; once the ground is used as burial ground, it cannot be used for anything else; and 5. If the
organization does apply for a Certificate of Authority, due to PUBLIC restrictions in the Cemetery Act,
they would not be able to sell bronze plaques as indicated in their submission. This matter will be carried
over.

B. Denville Cemetery Association’s (CA #402) Price List
Re: Funeral Home letterhead



Denville Cemetery Association’s recently filed current price list was submitted on Funeral Home
stationary. The cemetery will be advised to re-submit the price list on the appropriate letterhead. The
cemetery will also be advised that as per, NJSA45:27-16c, a cemetery company and any person engaged in
the management, operation or control of a cemetery owned by a cemetery company, directly or indirectly,
is specifically prohibited from engaging directly, or indirectly in the conduct of any funeral home or the
business or profession of mortuary science. Executive Director Dianne L. Tamaroglio will advise the Board
of receipt of the new submission.

C. Bayview-New York Cemetery (CA # 7)
Re: Reclamation of interment spaces & removal of existing, oversized walkways

Bayview-New York Cemetery has submitted new plans for the reclamation of interment spaces and the
removal of existing, oversized walkways. Upon review of the submission, it appears as though there will
not be equal and adequate access to gravesites. It appears that the new pathways will only be 12" wide. A
motion was made by Paul Desbiens and seconded by Genevieve Raganelii to request a new submission
from the cemetery, advising that as per NJAC13:44J-6.3(a), Paths to interment spaces or niches shall be a
minimum of 30 inches wide. This matter will be carried over.

D. Woodbury Memorial Park, Inc. (CA #97) & Public Service Electric & Gas Easements

Peter Platten, attorney representing Woodbury Memorial Park, Inc. has provided the Board with a synopsis
of ongoing negotiations between the cemetery and Public Service Electric and Gas for two easements that
PSE&G wants to purchase from the cemetery. This was considered informational for the Board deeming no
discussion or decision making.

E. Final 2008 Budget Report

The Board reviewed its final Budget Report for Fiscal Year 2008. The Board’s budget appears to be in
good condition.

F. Correspondence from Claire J. O’Keefe
Re: Mountain Top Cemetery

Claire J. O’Keefe has written to the Board regarding Mountain Top Cemetery, a cemetery that abuts the
property her home is located on in Bridgewater, NJ. In 1995, Ms. O’Keefe was advised that the cemetery
had been used as a burial spot for the original residents of the immediate area, was no longer active and
was designated as historic. She further advises that in recent years, a nearby resident appears to have taken
over the upkeep of the cemetery and has in fact buried both of his parents there as well as a neighbor. He
has also replaced many of the old headstones. Ms. Okeefe asks if what he is doing is legal especially since
the cemetery has been designated as historic. Board Chair William Nichols conducted an on-site inspection
of the cemetery and noted that burials have been conducted in the past by Bruce Van Arsdale Funeral
Home. The Board will ask Mr. Van Arsdale to provide any information he can about the cemetery and also,
who authorized the last burial that he performed there. This matter will be carried over.

G. Correspondence from Yolanda Romero & Linda Schockley
Re: Restoration of Mount Peace Cemetery (CA #315)

The Board has received correspondence from Yolanda Romero, Secretary, Mount Peace Cemetery & Linda
Shockley, Lawnside Historical Society advising that the cemetery and the Society are embarking upon a
restoration of the cemetery. The cemetery was placed on the State Register of Historic Places in July, 2008.
This correspondence was twofold, one of advisement of the project and one of solicitation of funds for the
project. The Board will advise the two that as a State licensing agency, we are unable to contribute to the
project but we certainly wish them good luck in their endeavor. This matter is closed and removed from
future Board meeting agendas.



H. Correspondence from Bradley Dickey
Re: Machpelah Cemetery (CA #200)

Bradley Dickey, President, Machpelah Cemetery has advised that he can no longer fulfill his obligations
with the cemetery. A letter will be sent to Mr. Dickey as well as to Margaret Whitehead, Cemetery Trustee
asking where the records for the cemetery are and where the Maintenance & Preservation Trust Fund is
held. Mr. Dickey will also be advised that he is responsible for the filing of the cemetery’s Annual Reports
for 2006, 2007, & 2008. Also, it has been brought to the Board’s attention, that there is a house on the
property that has individuals living in at no cost. Mr. Dickey and Ms. Whitehead will be asked for an
explanation of this situation. This matter will be carried over.

I. Princeton Memorial Park (CA #134)
Re: Provisional Order and response from Richard D. Braverman, President, PMP

A Provisional Order was issued to Princeton Memorial Park for violation of NJSA45:27-13d for four
consecutive months; the PO carried a Civil Penalty of $2500.00. A response to the POD from Richard D.
Braverman, President, PMP was reviewed by the Board. This matter is moved to Executive Session for
discussion with and advice of DAG John Hugelmeyer.

J. Beth David Memorial Park (CA #308)
Re: Settlement Letter and response from Sanford Epstein

A Settlement Letter was issued to Sanford Epstein, Vice President, Beth David Memorial Park for possible
violation of NJSA 45:27-16c. Upon review of a consumer complaint it was revealed that Mr. Epstein is
Vice-President of the cemetery while simultaneously being directly involved with Raiken-Epstein
Monuments, Inc. Mr. Epstein responded to the Board advising that the monument company is his
daughter’s company and not his. He advises that he will have his name removed from all stationary, etc. for
the monument company. The Board will ask Mr. Epstein to provide proof of his name having been removed
and to also sign the acknowledgment of wrong doing for the Settlement Letter.

K. Montague Reformed Church Cemetery (CA #246)
Re: Provisional Order

A Provisional Order was issued to Montague Reformed Church Cemetery for failure to file Annual Reports
since 2002. The POD carries a Civil Penalty in the amount of $500.00. Leonard Pollara, former Trustee of
the cemetery called the Board office and advised that the President of the cemetery has passed away and
there are new individuals involved with the cemetery. He advised he would touch base with them and have
them file the reports. This matter will be carried over.

L. Discussion of use of Trust Funds

The Board has on occasion been asked by CA cemeteries if excess interest from Trust Funds could be used
for something other than maintenance of the cemetery and/or can the excess income be donated to another
entity. The Board discussed this scenario with DAG Ginger Provost and it has been determined that not for
profit cemeteries cannot donate to other not for profit organizations. The Board does not have the statutory
authority to give permission to any cemetery that requests donating excess funds to another entity; they
would have to go to court for permission.

M. Clarification of Cemetery Salesperson’s Licenses

The cemetery act allows for Cemetery Salespersons to hold more than one license; normally, multiple
license are held by cemeteries under one management company. Executive Director Dianne L. Tamaroglio
has been asked if a salesperson holds more than one license, can they be with cemeteries that are not
affiliated with each other. The Board has determined that the statute does not prohibit this practice and it
would be up to the individual cemeteries to decide whether or not they would allow this practice.



N. Request for extension for filing of Annual Report
Re: Berlin Cemetery Association (CA #292)

Millard Wilkinson, Jr., Superintendent, The Berlin Cemetery Association has written to the Board
requesting a 30 day extension of time for te filing of the cemetery’s 2008 Annual Report. A motion was
made by Michael Ticktin and seconded by Lawrence Colasurdo to grant the requested extension. A vote
was taken and the motion was passed by a unanimous vote. This matter is closed and removed from future
Board meeting agendas..

V. PUBLIC COMMENT

Leonard Auerbach, General Manager, Floral Park Cemetery, Oaklawn Cemetery & Washington Cemetery
Management Company wished the Board a Happy Thanksgiving.

VI. FOR YOUR INFORMATION

A. New Jersey Law Journal article

Case of Woman Locked in Cemetery Tests Tort Claims Liability Standard October 13, 2008

B. State Board of Mortuary Science

Open Session Meeting Minutes–August 5, 2008

Open Session Meeting Minutes–August 26, 2008

Notification of Board of Mortuary Science Meeting Dates for 2009

These matters were considered informational for the Board deeming no discussion or decision making.

VII. ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Michael Ticktin and seconded by Lawrence Colasurdo to adjourn Public Session at
12:20 PM and move into Executive Session at 1:00 PM. A vote was taken and the motion was passed by a
unanimous vote. The Board moved into Executive Session to discuss the following matters involving
investigations and/or violations of the Board’s regulations:

1. Two (2) new matters or complaints filed with the Board which required review and recommendations in
regard to investigation and/or actions; and

2. Ten (10) matters where additional information has been submitted to the Board pending investigations.

The substance of these investigations hall remain confidential until disclosure is permitted by law. Board
action arising from such discussions will be made public at such time official action is taken on these
matters, if permitted by law. A motion was made by Lawrence Colasurdo and seconded by Waheed Khalid
to adjourn the Board meeting of November 13, 2008. A vote was taken and the Board meeting was
adjourned at 2:30 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dianne L. Tamaroglio
Executive Director
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