
State Board of Chiropractic Examiners

June 28, 2001

Public Session Minutes

A meeting of the New Jersey Board of Chiropractic Examiners was held on June 28, 2001 at the State Office Building,
124 Halsey Street, 6th floor, Newark, New Jersey. The meeting was convened in accordance with the provisions of the
Open Public Meetings Act with previous notification having been sent to the Secretary of State and the following
publications: The Bergen Record, Newark Star Ledger, Camden Courier Post, Trenton Times and Asbury Park Press to
advise of the scheduling of this meeting. The meeting was called to order at 10:08 AM by Board President William
Winters.

PRESENT: Drs. Apuzzio, Rada, Winters Mr. Blum and Mr. Simmons

EXCUSED: Drs. Atkisson, Murphy, O'Connor, Senatore, Stetzel.

ALSO PRESENT: DAG John Hugelmeyer, DAG Jodi Krugman, Executive Director Kevin Earle, Paralegal James
Rodriguez, Recording Secretary Nina Lado, Regulatory Analyst Jake Gerstman and one member of the public.

NOTE: DUE TO THE LACK OF A QUORUM, THE BOARD CONDUCTED BUSINESS AS A "COMMITTEE OF
THE WHOLE," WITH ALL ACTIONS SUBJECT TO FULL BOARD APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THIS
MEETING.

I. PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES - MAY 24, 2001 - Tabled.

II. OLD BUSINESS

1. PROPOSED REGULATIONS - PAPER RECORD REVIEW

The Board constinued reviewing comments made to this proposed regulation. Responses were developed to comments
made by: George D'Annunzio, D.C., LuAnn Guerriero, D.C., the New Jersey Chiropractic Forum, the Monmouth
Ocean Chiropractic Society, Ronald J. Parents, D.C., Brian R. Shade, D.C. and Blaise Glodowski, D.C.. Responses to
more positive comments were drafted as well.

The full Board will be presented with comment summaries at the July Meeting, at which time the board may vote for
final adoption of the regulation.

III. NEW BUSINESS

1. PIP-TAC COMMITTEE REPORT -The Board reviewed and accepted the PIPTAC Committee report as prepared
by Dr. Senatore, who represented the board at the June meeting in Dr. Atkisson's absence.

IV. GENERAL INQUIRIES

1. STATE BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY

The Board reviewed a letter from Barry Inglett, Chairman of the Board of Physical Therapy asking several questions
concerning the Board's regulations on delegations on tasks or functions to unlicensed assistants. Specifically, the letter
requested the board to provide examples of what constitutes proper delegation to an unlicensed assistant.



The Board responded by noting that the specific provisions of the Board's regulations includes an extensive description
in the "definitions" section which detail the term "Direct Supervision." Furthermore, the regulations, specifically in
subsection (d), outline the ultimate responsibility of the treating chiropractor to assess the competency of the
unlicensed assistant to perform the delegated task. As to examples of delegated task, the regulations clearly defines
which functions may or may not be delegated to the unlicensed assistant.

The BPT also requested that the Board explain how a chiropractor may delegate mechanical traction to an unlicensed
assistant. The Board opined that such a decision is the ultimate responsibility of the treating chiropractor. The
regulation does not define the level of training or skill required of the unlicensed assistant to perform such a procedure.
Again, the regulation defines the level of direct supervision necessary and requires the chiropractor to assess the
patient prior to the performance of any delegated function. The Board, however, understands that there may be some
concerns with the delegation of this particular function and will take the matter under consideration.

2. RICHARD L. STONEKING, P.T.

The Board determined that the letter received from Mr. Stoneking appeared to be comment on the Board's Sunset
Proposal. The Board opined that a response to Mr. Stoneking's specific comment had already been addressed in the
responses to comments made at the time of the consideration of the Sunset proposal at the Board's special meeting on
June 14.

3. DAVID HOFFMAN, ESQ.

Mr. Hoffman submits a question concerning whether or not it is permissible for a chiropractor to bill a patient's PIP
carrier for narrative note taking. The Board opined that it was not in the board's purview to define what tasks may be
billed to a patient's insurance carrier. The Board noted, however, that under the regulations on Patient records release,
a licensee may not bill an additional fee for the transcription of records if the patient records are illegible.

Mr. Hoffman also asks whether the provision of patient records to an outside agency of the PIP carrier violates any
doctor patient privilege. The Board opined that any employee of a management company typically acts as an agent of
the insurance carrier and would be bound by any release executed by the patient to insure the efficient processing of a
claim.

4. DENISE GUYER EVANS, D.C.

Dr. Evans has submitted two questions for the Board's response. Dr. Evans asked if the Board had a definition of
"Medical necessity." The Board noted that the issue has not been addressed in any Board Statute or regulation. Further,
Dr. Evans asked if the Board has adopted any practice guidelines or parameters. Executive Director Earle reported that
the Board had, in the past, passed motions which stated that the Board does not recognize the Mercy Conference
Guidelines, and has also voted to recognize the so called "Forum Guidelines." Dr. Evans will be provided with a copy
of the Forum Guidelines. No guidelines have been established pursuant to a regulation, and thus no guideline would
have the force of law.

V. GENERAL INFORMATION

1. CHIROPRACTIC LICENSE RENEWAL

Executive Director Earle reported that an "Alert" has been posted on the Board's web site. It explains the procedure for
license renewal and the actual renewal forms were being mailed to all licensees during the last week of June.

VII ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Dr. Rada, which was seconded by Mr. Simmons to go in to Executive Session to review
pending consumer complaints, disciplinary matters and investigations. A vote was taken and all members present voted



in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Kevin B. Earle, Executive Director
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