
MINUTES
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

BOARD OF COSMETOLOGY AND HAIRSTYLING
124 HALSEY STREET - 6TH FLOOR

NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 07102
MARCH 13, 2007

PUBLIC SESSION

I CALL TO ORDER

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Cosmetology and Hairstyling was called to order at 9:30 a.m.

Mr. Chris Jones called the meeting to order and asked that everyone turn off their cell phones.

ROLL CALL:

Ms. Janice Alvarez, Mr. Ronald Jerome Brown, Mr. Jack A. Fornaro, Mr. Chris Jones, Mr. Carlo Melini,
Mr. Anthony Monaco, Ms. Denise Pereau, Mr. Joseph Santagata, Mr. Jerry Speziale, Mr. Jay A. Malanga,
Acting Executive Director, Mrs. Barbara Ambroise, Program Development Assistant were present.

Also in Attendance:

Ms. Gracinda Almeida, Administrative Assistant, Ms. Marisol Rodrigues, Office Supervisor, Ms. Yolanda
Morales, Principal Clerk Transcriber and the Board’s Counsel.

II OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT

The Chair announced that the time, date and location of the meeting was listed in the Annual Notice
Schedule. The Annual Notice Schedule was mailed to Ms. Nina Mitchell Wells, Secretary of State and the
Newark Star-Ledger and Trentonian Newspapers on December 13, 2006 and was posted in the Office of the
Board of Cosmetology and Hairstyling on December 13, 2006.

III APPROVAL OF MINUTES (OPEN & CLOSED)

Upon motion made by Mr. Ronald Brown and seconded by Ms. Janice Alvarez, the Executive Director’s
report, Committee reports and Minutes of the regular monthly meeting held February 13, 2007 are accepted
as read. The motion passed unanimously.

IV PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PORTION

The Chair opened the public participation portion of the meeting and there being no public members present
the public portion of the meeting was closed.

V EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. Malanga distributed to Board Members material for their information. Included in the distribution was
information on NIC Region Meeting Notice, NIC Recommendations for proposed bylaw amendments, an
update on Bill A2257 which permits issuance of temporary work permit for teaching to applicants for
admission to cosmetology and hairstyling and Bill S2311 which requires public body to post agendas and
minutes on internet site; requires any public body to devote part of each public meeting to public comment
and Bill A1767 which allows cosmetologist-hairstylists to operate mobile facilities when providing
services. Also distributed was a copy of a National Survey of Job Demand in the Cosmetology Industry,
2003 conducted for the National Accrediting Commission of Cosmetology Arts and Sciences.

The Board previously opposed Bill A1767. It has passed the Assembly and is now in the Senate.



VI FOR BOARD CONSIDERATION

1. IMO Tina’s Beauty Salon (Tina’s African Hair Salon), 422 Central Avenue, East Orange, New Jersey
07018 was presented to the Board for consideration. A complaint regarding Tina’s Beauty Salon was
received for Board review.

Mr. Ronald Brown recused himself from this matter.

The Board reviewed the recent complaint and noted that Tina’s Beauty Salon is an unlicensed facility and
has been ignoring the Board’s Uniform Penalty Letters citing many violations of the Board’s statutes and
regulations for many years.

After discussion a motion made by Mr. Carlo Melini and seconded by Ms. Denise Pereau, to refer this
matter to the Enforcement Bureau for further investigation. The motion passed unanimously.

2. Correspondence received from Ms. Ms. Lat Gueye, t/a Fofana Hair Braiding Salon, 1091 Springfield
Avenue, Irvington, New Jersey in connection with the penalties assessed against her in the amount of
$11,150.00 for her alleged violations resulting out of inspections of her shop on March 28, 2006 and April
21, 2006 was presented to the Board for Consideration. She indicated that she would like to waive her right
to a hearing but furnished a written explanation for the Board to consider before rendering its final
decision.

The Board pointed out that Ms. Lat Gueye has been blatantly and flagrantly violating the Board’s statutes
and regulations and has been doing so for a long time, that the affidavits from the employees are not
credible, that there were a number of forged licenses involved and that the Board’s licensees were allowing
unlicensed individuals to use their license. The Board is concerned that the situation poses a public health
issue.

Upon motion made by Ms. Janice Alvarez and seconded by Mr. Jack Fornaro, the fine stands. The motion
passed unanimously.

3. Correspondence received from Ms. Robin Slack, 124 Heatherington Court, Lanoka Harbor, New Jersey
08734 in connection with her convictions of Manufacturing, Distributing or Dispensing and her desire to
complete a term of training at Reignbow Beauty Academy and eventually become licensed was presented
to the Board for consideration.

Upon motion made by Mr. Carlo Melini and seconded by Mr. Joseph Santagata, the Board withholds
decision on this matter pending Ms. Slack’s appearance for an investigative inquiry and to forward to the
Board a copy of the police report and a copy of her probation agreement.

4. Correspondence received from Ms. Kathleen Czerhoniak, t/a Salon D’Pinache, 51 Trinity Street, Newton,
New Jersey in connection with the penalty assessed against her in the amount of $2,500.00 for the alleged
violation resulting out of an inspection of her shop on October 4, 2005 was presented to the Board for
consideration. She indicated that she would like to waive her right to a hearing but furnished a written
explanation for the Board to consider before rendering its final decision.

The Board reviewed all documentation submitted and discussed the matter and in its discussion pointed out
that Ms. Czerhoniak appeared to be have proper permit to practice permanent make-up from the local
Board of Health, was accordingly inspected by the Board of Health,, was trained to perform permanent
make-up and has obtained appropriate zoning variance to practice above the Board’s licensed salon that is
upstairs from her salon.

Upon motion made by Mr. Carlo Melini and seconded by Mr. Jerry Speziale, the Board dismissed the
permanent make up allegation but to inform her that Ms. Czerhoniak must practice permanent make up



according to the State Department of Health’s statutes and regulations and local ordinances.. The motion
passed unanimously.

5. IMO Irene E. Gaughan, t/a Nails At Last By Irene, Palymra, New Jersey was presented to the Board for
consideration. The Board conducted a hearing on this matter at its regular monthly meeting held February
13, 2007 but held the record open and withheld decision pending additional information to be submitted by
Ms. Irene Gaughan. The Board has received the requested documentation and accordingly the record is now
closed .

Upon motion made by Mr. Ronald Brown and seconded by Mr. Jack Fornaro, the Board went into
Executive Session for the purpose of deliberation. The motion passed unanimously.

Upon motion made by Mr. Jerry Speziale and seconded by Mr. Joseph Santagata, the Board returned to
Open Session to announce its decision.

Upon motion made by Mr. Ronald Brown and seconded by Mr. Jack Fornaro, the Board finds that the
burden of proof was not sustained as to performing prohibited services, that is, permanent make-up and ear
candling on licensed premises at 227 West Broad Street, Palmyra, New Jersey 08065 in violation of
N.J.S.A. 45:5B-3(j) and N.J.S.A. 45:5B-37 because respondent has provided proof acceptable to the Board
including the Burlington County Health Department annual inspection and proper zoning variance and,
therefore, the Board hereby dismisses the first count.

Upon motion made by Mr. Jack Fornaro and seconded by Mr. Jerry Speziale, the Board has determined that
the State has sustained its burden of proof by a preponderance of evidence that respondent violated N.J.S.A.
13:28-2.12(b) in that Ms. Gaughan’ admitted that the shop was found in operation without the Board’s rules
and regulations posted and the Board determined that there should be a $50.00 penalty with no costs or
attorney fees. The motion passed unanimously.

A written decision shall be rendered setting forth the Board’s decisions and rationale.

6. Correspondence received from Kenneth F. D’Amato, Esquire on behalf of his client April Martin with
regard to her complaint alleging unsanitary conditions resulting in physical harm at Wonder Nails,
Ringwood and West Milford, New Jersey and her desire to obtain copies of the inspection reports and any
violations related thereto was presented to the Board for consideration.

Upon motion made by Mr. Carlo Melini and seconded by Ms. Denise Pereau, Mr. D’Amato is to be advised
that he must obtain the information he is requesting through the Open Public Records Act (OPRA). The
motion passed unanimously.

7. Correspondence received from Ms. Debra Norton, Conference Coordinator in connection with the
Annual Conference of the National-Interstate Council of State Boards of Cosmetology to be held on
August 25-27, 2007 was presented to the Board for information. There is presently a freeze on all out-of-
sate travel but this information is being distributed in the event that any member would like to participate at
their own expense.

The Board acknowledged the information.

8. A request for hearing and discovery from Mr. Anthony Fiorello, Esquire on behalf of his clients I.J. &
Yon I. Bitar, t/a San Simon Care Beauty Center, Riverdale, New Jersey and Hiyan Bitar, t/a Botanica Day
Spa LLC, Wayne, New Jersey in connection with the alleged violations resulting out of inspections of their
salons on July 14, 2006 was presented to the Board for consideration.

Mr. Jerry Speziale and Ms. Janice Alvarez recused themselves from this matter.

Upon motion made by Mr. Carlo Melini and seconded by Mr. Ronald Brown, the matter is to be referred to



the Board’s counsel for review and recommendation. The motion passed unanimously.

9. Applicant, Steven Torres, who was arrested for N.J.S. 2C:33-2A(1) and N.J.S. 2C:18-3B(1) on February
14, 2006 was presented to the Board for information. The charges have been dismissed and this matter is
being presented to the Board for their information.

The Board acknowledged the information.

The Board has reviewed matters of licensees or applicants who have obtained expungement on certain
crimes and has authorized the Board Office to process matters falling under this category except for matters
that are considered egregious or involving minors including child endangerment and sexual assault on
minors.

Upon motion made by Mr. Carlo Melini and seconded by Mr. Joseph Santagata, in the future when an
applicant applies for an initial or reinstatement application and provides an expungement, the Board Office
is authorized to process the applications except for matters that are considered egregious or involving
minors including child endangerment and sexual assault on minors.. The motion passed unanimously.

AGENDA SUPPLEMENT

Upon motion made by Mr. Denise Pereau and seconded by Mr. Ronald Brown, the Board added the
following matter as a supplement to the agenda. The motion passed unanimously.

Correspondence received from Ms. Barbara Vialat, t/a Vialat Hair Design, 365 East Westfield Avenue,
Roselle Park, New Jersey 07204 was presented to the Board for consideration. She has indicated that she
has made application to relocate her shop and that the Board is holding her license until all fines are paid;
but that she had made an arrangement with the Board office to be on a payment plan and has been making
the monthly payments on time and she has asked that the Board allow her to relocate her shop while she is
on the payment plan.

Upon motion made by Mr. Carlo Melini and seconded by Mr. Ronald Brown, Ms. Vialat is allowed to
relocate her shop provided she meets all zoning requirements of the town she is moving to, has a
satisfactory inspection and continues to make her monthly payments until the penalty has been satisfied.
The motion passed unanimously.

VII EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon motion made by Ms. Denise Pereau and seconded by Mr. Ronald Brown, the Board went into
Executive Session for the purpose of conducting investigative inquiries.

Upon motion made by Mr. Jerry Speziale and seconded by Mr. Jack Fornaro, the Board returned to Open
Session.

VIII OLD BUSINESS

The Board would like to schedule Mr. Steve Quimby from Laser Grade to attend the next Board meeting
and present their proposal. The Board is aware that Thompson Prometric has yet to reimburse the Board for
mass testing examiners’ fees incurred for the years of May 2005 and 2006 despite numerous reminders.

IX NEW BUSINESS

With regard to the NACCAS report, Mr. Jay Malanga stated that during the reporting period, the pass rates
were around mid 50s for first time testers of the schools reported in the NACCAS report . The report was
based on data submitted by the testing vendors for the period between 2000-2003. The Board’s testing
vendor at that time was Experior and on page 3 of the NACCAS report, it stated that Experior was unable to



provide to NACCAS the requested information. NACCAS did a waiver for the State of New Jersey
allowing the schools to continue certification.. The Board has improved the pass rate after meeting with the
testing vendor by adjusting the question subject areas and also increasing the testing time. The current
statistics show that the overall score of all schools for first time testers is now equal to the national average
of 70%. However, there are some schools that still fall below the pass/fail rate. In order to provide remedial
work to first time testers, the Board is being asked to consider early testing (about six weeks before
graduation) and separation of the written and practical tests.

Mr. Jay Malanga indicated that CBT is an important part of the process to facilitate early testing and will
allow schools to do remedial work for students who fail in the early testing.. He stated that he is in favor of
early testing but will consult with the Board’s counsel regarding the legality of allowing students without a
high school diploma to sit for the examination.

Mr. Chris Jones questioned why early testing needs legislation change if the Board already does it with the
special testing.

Mr. Jay Malanga stated that the special (mass) testing is conducted under the jurisdiction of the Department
of Education and that it oversees the entire process. The Board was asked to assist in the administration of
the test. The Board does not have jurisdiction over the Department of Education testing process or their
educational requirements.

PUBLIC RELATIONS:

Ms. Denise Pereau informed the Board that she can get tickets for the Show in Paris to be held on
September 16, 2007. Anyone who is interest could contact her..

Ms. Pereau stated that she has been in contact with Ken Young, NIC Regional Rep. and she has been doing
some research on trying to get articles posted on the Board’s web site. She encouraged anyone with ideas to
submit them to the Board.

LEGISLATION:

Mr. Carlo Melini reported that all committee work is up to date.

VIOLATION:

Mr. Jerry Speziale reported that all committee work is up to date.

EDUCATION:

Ms. Janice Alvarez reported that all committee work is up to date.

Ms. Alvarez stated that she had put a proposal together for the next renewal in that all applicants would
have to read the laws and regulations of the Board and check off that they have done so with their
signature.

EXAMINATION AND SITES:

Ms. Janice Alvarez reported that the committee reviewed the Proposal from LaserGrade and that they did
not see any problems.

Mr. Jay Malanga stated that pursuant to the Board’s request, LaserGrade will be in for a presentation next
month. He informed the Board that the Department of Education is going ahead with Mass Testing and that
the Board will support the Department of Education with the Board’s examiners. However, the Board is
unable to pay the examiners unless Thompson Prometric reimburses the Board for utilizing the Board’s



examiners for the past two years. He indicated that he would also let the Department of Education know that
the Board will help in any way to make Mass Testing a success.

SCHOOL

Ms. Janice Alvarez reported that all committee work is up to date.

REGULATORY

Mr. Anthony Monaco distributed information to the Board on new laws affecting nail salons customers in
California.

Mr. Monaco stated that as far as the rule making process, the Committee needs to sit down with the
Legislative Department and the Enforcement Bureau. He stated that he would like to set a date to meet with
the board members and discuss areas they would like to change in the regulations.

IX ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion made by Mr. Ronald Brown and seconded by Ms. Denise Pereau , the meeting was adjourned
at 3:30 P.M.. The motion passed unanimously.

______________________________________ 
CHRIS JONES, Chairperson

Countersigned:

JAY A. MALANGA, Acting Executive Director
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