
NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF DENTISTRY

  PUBLIC  SESSION MINUTES
   

BOARD OFFICE 
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY              SEPTEMBER 7, 2011

NOTE: The Public Session Agenda commenced at 9:30 A.M.

ATTENDANCE: The following members were in attendance:
   Shirley Birenz, RDH; Mr. Steven Brisgel;  Emil Cappetta, DMD; Sheila

Dashkow, DMD; Peter DeSciscio, DMD; Herbert Dolinsky, DDS; Maxine
Feinberg, DDS; Alexander Hall, DMD; Beverly  Kupiec, RN, Ph.D.;
Arnold  Rosenheck, DMD

ABSENT AND/OR EXCUSED: Lydia David, DMD; Mr. Jerome Fernandez

OTHER ATTENDEES: Deputy Attorneys General Miller and Oo; Jonathan Eisenmenger,
Executive Director; Cecilia Moreira, Senior Management Assistant

I.     APPROVAL OF MINUTES: August 10, 2011 - The Board in a motion by Dr. 
Rosenheck, seconded by Dr. Hall, approved the minutes
as amended.

II. COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1.  Credentials:  

Rachele Luciano, DMD - Application for a New Jersey dental license.  Dr. Luciano did
not take NERB exam, as she is from Canada.  She provided information about the
clinical examination she passed.  The Board determined that the clinical examination
was not sufficiently similar to NERB and directed that she pass the NERB/ADEX exam
in order to qualify for licensure.

Padma Mukherjee, DDS - Application for Limited Teaching Permit. Dr. Mukherjee 
attended a non-CODA approved dental school.  The Dean of New Jersey Dental
School submitted the required information. The Board approved this permit.

Neda Bahmadi Moghaddam, DMD - Application for a New Jersey dental license.  Dr.
Moghaddam completed the Florida Clinical Exam in December 2010.  The Board 
determined that the clinical examination was not sufficiently similar to NERB and
directed she take NERB/ADEX exam in order to qualify for licensure.

Liliana Pantoja, DDS - Application for a New Jersey dental license by credentials from
California.  The California exam is not comparable, as it does not contain an
endodontics section. The Board determined that she must take NERB/ADEX exam in
order to 
qualify for licensure.
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Lillilan Maja - Application for a dental hygiene license.  Ms. Maja  provided
information about the examinations she completed in Ontario, Canada. The Board
determined that
Ms. Maja must complete a refresher course.

Caroline Countway - Inquiry from Ms. Countway questioning whether she qualifies for
a New Jersey dental hygiene license.  She provided information about the examinations
she completed in Nova Scotia, Canada. She has practiced in Massachusetts for 12 years.
The Board determined that she submit an application with details about all of the exams
she passed in Canada. 

2.  Continuing Education:

The Board in a motion by Dr. Feinberg, seconded by Dr. DeSciscio, approved the
recommendations of the committees.

III. PROPOSED REGULATIONS:

1. Department of Banking and Insurance - rule proposals. 
The Board in a motion by Dr. Feinberg, seconded by Dr. Dashkow, support the proposed
regulations.

The Board requested that a letter be sent to the Commissioner of DOBI that the Board is
concerned with the practice by insurers to bundle or reclassify dental procedures under
one billing code, rather than provide the benefit for the treatment performed. For
example, if a dentist takes nine x-rays, the insurance company will convert the billing
submission to a full-mouth series radiograph, when that is not, in fact, what occurred.
This can place the dentist in a situation where the patient records are not matched by the
insurance records, and can lead to confusion.

2. Division of Consumer Affairs - proposed additions to the uniform regulations to reflect
the Governor’s directives contained in Executive Order 2 regarding waivers and 
performance-based outcomes.   The Board supports the new regulations.

IV. LEGISLATION:

1. Legislative Affairs - Second Quarter Report Apirl 1, 2011 - June 30, 2011.
The Board took this as informational.
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V. MISCELLANEOUS INQUIRIES:

1. The Board reviewed correspondence from Dr. Benjamin Peck concerning retired
dentists volunteering to help at the Cathedral Kitchen dental clinic in Camden, NJ. Dr.
Peck notes that medical doctors are given civil immunity for volunteering services, but
the law does not cover dentists. 
The Board notes that dentists may only practice with licenses in “active” status. The
Board also notes that the bill sponsored by Assemblyman Conway was not enacted and
was not refiled in the current session. 
The Board determined that a letter be sent to Dr. Peck to thank him for bringing this
issue to the Board’s attention.

A motion was made by Dr. Feinberg, seconded by Dr. DeSciscio, noting that the Board
has great interest in the provision of dental services to under-served populations and
would support legislation.

2. The Board reviewed an inquiry from Dr. Richard C. Staller questioning whether “a
practitioner may present to a patient a global treatment plan and fee in connection with
dental services to be provided in more than one dental office.”
The Board noted that providing a global fee has many implications and potential
consequences that cannot be completely anticipated. It would seem to be unduly
burdensome on the practice(s) to oversee the process, and maintaining compliance with
the statutes and regulations.
Dr. Staller will also be referred to N.J.A.C. 8.7(a)(4) which states that records are
required to include the complete treatment plan, including alternative plans, estimated
costs, etc. 

3. The Board reviewed correspondence from Dr. Paul Condello at Jersey Shore Medical
Center regarding the new rule on the administration of injectable pharmacologics.  Dr.
Condello indicates that according to the hospital’s by-laws, an individual must first have
a New Jersey license before he can be credentialed to teach the program.  The Board
noted that regulation NJAC 13:30-1.4 exempts licensure for licensed dentists of other
states appearing as instructors or attendees at Board-approved continuing education
courses.
He is also questioning whether injectable pharmacologics can also be used in the
treatment of TMJ syndrome, facial pain, bruxism and migraines.  The Board indicated
that this is covered under the regulation.

4. The Board reviewed an inquiry from Rene Cantwell, RDA, questioning whether an
RDA can use a periodontal probe to assist in measuring periodontal pockets.  The board
indicated that it is not listed in the scope of practice of an RDA; therefore, it is not
permitted.
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5. The Board reviewed an inquiry from Elaine R. Markulin, COA, LROA, concerning the
Board’s regulations governing both registered dental assistants and limited registered
dental assistants in orthodontics.  She is suggesting that certain allowable duties under
the RDA license should be included in the LROA category.  The Board determined to
refer her letter to the rules and regulations committee and request that a copy of the
limited orthodontic assistant exam administered by DANB be obtained.

6. The Board reviewed an inquiry from Dr. Richard Holstein requesting clarification on the
use of Nitrous Oxide/Oxygen in conjunction with oral Hydroxyzene, stating it is 
anxiolysis rather than enteral sedation.  The Board determined that a copy of the
regulations that describe the administration of enteral sedation be sent to him.  The
Board noted that there are too many variables in clinical situations he described to
ensure that he will never move beyond anxiolysis. The Board suggests that he keep his
permit and that at least 20 hours of the continuing education required for his dental
license can be in the subjects required in NJAC 13:30-8.4(m).  There is no fee for
renewing the permit and there is no one required course to satisfy the continuing
education requirement.

7. CODA - The Board reviewed information concerning the accreditation status for the
dental assisting program offered by Technical Institute of Camden County.
This was received as informational.

8. The Board reviewed information concerning “Commission on Dental Accreditation to
Establish Standards for Dental Therapy Education Programs.”
This was received as informational.

9. The Board reviewed the Commission on Dental Accreditation Unofficial Report of
Major Actions August 5, 2011.
This was received as informational.

10. The Board reviewed an update on Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations
(JCNDE) Policy Changes. Specifically, the National Board Examination is going to
move to a “pass/fail” system, rather than reporting scores for individual sections.
This was received as informational.

11. The Board reviewed an article entitled “Thousands line up for free dental services in
Woodstock”.
This was received as informational.

12. The Board reviewed information concerning the ADEX House of Representatives
Meeting. This was received as informational.

13. Correspondence from Dr. Vaishali Singhal, UMDNJ, requesting clarification with
regard to the local anesthesia regulations for dental hygienists.  The Board directed that
she be advised that palatal soft tissue blocks are allowed such as greater palatine and
nasopalatine.  Only V-2 blocks are not allowed.
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VI. ORDERS FILED WITH THE BOARD:

The following filed Orders were taken as informational.

1. Dr. Robert Verdier, Jr. - Consent Order filed on August 10, 2011.

2. Dr. Heidi Glick Starr - Final Order of Discipline filed on August 10, 2011.

3. Dr. Sofiya Bondar - Final Order of Discipline filed on August 10, 2011.

4. Dr. John H. Choi - Order of Summary Suspension filed on August 10, 2011.

5. Dr. Alex Silman - Order of Early Reinstatement filed on July 20, 2011.

6. Christine Coppola, RDH - Order Suspending License to Practice Dental Hygiene filed
on 8-19-11.

7. Lewis Bonaccolta (Unlicensed) - Offer of Settlement filed on August 26, 2011.

VII. REPORTS SUBMITTED PURSUANT TO N.J.A.C. 13:30-8.8:

1.  UMDNJ - New Jersey Dental School - The Board  received this as informational.

2. Jersey Shore University Medical Center (2 reports) - The Board received both reports as
informational.

3. Dr. William D. Fromkin - The Board received this as informational.

VIII. HANDOUT:

1. Kathryn Orth - Request for attorney’s fees and costs.  This matter was moved to
Executive Session for discussion.

2. Dr. John H. Choi - The Board approved the modification from a  Provisional Order of
Discipline to Summary Order of Suspension.

IX. PUBLIC COMMENT:

1. Arthur Meisel, NJDA - Question about requirements when treating sleep apnea. Mr.
Meisel provided a copy of a physician’s referral/prescription for evaluation and
treatment of sleep apnea. Mr. Meisel asked whether a dentist must examine the patient
under these circumstances.

 The Board referred discussion of the topic to an ad hoc committee.
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2. Dr. Maxine Feinberg - Discussion about how dentists should proceed if the floods
caused by the recent Hurricane destroyed patient records.  The Board urges that
licensees
report loss of patient records due to water damage to the Board office as soon as
possible.

X.  ADJOURNMENT: The Board adjourned the Public Session and moved to Executive             
  Session for advice of counsel and review of open matters (investigations and         

deliberations). When and if action is taken, it will be reported in Public Session.


