
FIRE ALARM BURGLAR ALARM AND LOCKSMITH
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes of February 28, 2000
Public Session

The notice of this meeting was prepared in the Office of the Board and mailed to the Secretary of State, the
Star Ledger, the Trenton Times and the Courier Post.

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting of the Fire Alarm, Burglar Alarm and Locksmith Advisory Committee was called to order by
Chairman Robert Shoremount at 10:00 a.m. in the Somerset Room, Sixth Floor, 124 Halsey Street, Newark,
New Jersey. All parties were duly noted and all pertinent material has been provided.

ROLL CALL
Committee Members Present:
Edward Bagniewski
Robert Boyer
Frank Cavallaro 
Arthur Fucetola 
William Hartung 
Charles Okun 
Robert Shoremount
Barry Starer

Others Present:
Shirley Passow, Deputy Attorney General
Barbara A. Cook, Executive Director
George DeLuca, Administrative Analyst
Sally Barletta, Clerk Transcriber

Committee members Richard Aicher, Martin Arnold, Keith Eaves and Richard Rible were unable to attend.

Vice Chairman Leo Selb, Deputy Director Anthony Miragliotta and Regulatory Analyst Maryann Sheehan
joined the meeting at 1:15 p.m.

There were no members of the public in attendance at the meeting.

Public Session

REVIEW OF OPEN RULE MAKING PROVISIONS
(new items, revisions and corrections are printed in bold type)

SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS
13:31A-1.2 Definitions

Due to the absence of some members, the Advisory Committee tabled its discussion of definitions until the
March 21, 2000 meeting.

SUBCHAPTER 2. LOCKSMITH LICENSURE
SUBCHAPTER 3. BURGLAR ALARM AND FIRE ALARM LICENSURE
13:31A-2.10 and 13:31A-3.9 Standards of Practice

The Advisory Committee proposed the following provisions:

Written contracts, work orders, invoices or equivalence shall be required for the installation or service of a



fire or burglar alarm system; 
(Applicable to alarm licensure, only)

The licensee shall comply with all applicable federal, state and local laws; 
(Applicable to both alarm and locksmith licensure)

The licensee shall comply with all applicable federal and state codes;
(Applicable to both alarm and locksmith licensure)

The licensee shall determine and document the identity of the client prior to commencing any work. All
correspondence, contracts and bills shall be addressed to that client, unless expressly directed otherwise, in
writing, by the client;
(Applicable to both alarm and locksmith licensure)

Every licensee who performs or supervises the installation, erection, repair or alteration of electrical
equipment for the generation, transmission or utilization of electrical energy subject to the "Electrical
Contractors Act of 1962"(N.J.S.A. 45:5A-1 et seq.) shall assure that the work performed conforms to the
standards of the National Electrical Code in effect at the time the work is performed;
(Applicable to alarm licensure, only)

Every licensee who performs or supervises work described in above shall, within a reasonable time after
completion of the work, secure an inspection of the completed work in conformity with the State Uniform
Construction Code Act (N.J.S.A. 52:27D-119 et seq.) and the Uniform Construction Code (N.J.A.C. 5:23 -
1.1 et seq.);
(Applicable to both alarm and locksmith licensure)

Every licensee shall be responsible for correcting, within a reasonable time and at no additional charge to
the customer, any code violation discovered in the work performed or supervised by the licensee;
(Applicable to both alarm and locksmith licensure)

Failure to comply with the above shall be deemed occupational misconduct within the meaning of N.J.S.A.
45:21(e).
(Applicable to both alarm and locksmith licensure)

13:31A-2.11 and 13:31A-3.10 Prohibited Practices

The Advisory Committee proposed the following provisions. The provisions are applicable for both alarm
and locksmith licensure:

Misconduct in the practice of alarm installation and locksmithing shall include, without limitation:

Acting for his or her client or employer in professional matters otherwise than as a faithful agent or trustee;
accepting any renumeration other than his or her stated recompense for services rendered;

Disregarding the safety, health and welfare of the public in the performance of his or her professional
duties: preparing, signing or sealing of plans, surveys or specifications which are not of a safe design and/or
not in conformity with accepted standards. If the client or employer insists on such conduct, the licensee
shall notify the proper authorities and withdraw from further service on the project;

Advertising work or merit using claims of superiority which cannot be substantiated;

Engaging in any activity which involves him or her in a conflict of interest, including without limitation:

- A licensee shall inform his or her client or employer of any business connection, interest or circumstance
which might be deemed as influencing his or her judgement or the quality of his services to the client or



employer;

- A licensee shall not accept compensation or renumeration, financial or otherwise, from more than one
interested party for the same service or for services pertaining to the same work, unless there has been full
disclosure to an consent by all interested parties;

Failure to comply with federal, state or local laws, rules or regulations relating to the practice of the
occupation;

Failure to determine and document the identity of the client prior to commencing any work. All
correspondence, contracts and bills shall be addressed to that client, unless expressly directed otherwise, in
writing, by the client;

Failure to keep a client reasonably informed about the status of a matter and promptly comply with
reasonable requests for information;

Failure to explain a matter to the extent reasonably necessary to permit the client to make informed
decisions;

Failure of licensee to respond in writing within 30 days to a written communication from the Board of
Examiners of Electrical Contractors and/or the Fire Alarm, Burglar alarm and Locksmith Advisory
Committee with respect to any investigative inquiry relating to the possible violation of any statute or
regulation administered by the Board or Committee, and to make available any relevant records with
respect to such an inquiry. The 30 day period shall begin on the day when such communication was sent
from the Board or Committee by certified mail with return receipt requested to the address appearing on the
last registration;

Rendering services and/or professional opinions when not qualified by training, education, and experience
in that specific discipline;

Engaging in any activity which results in suspension, revocation or surrender of a professional license or
certification in another jurisdiction;

Charging for work not done or hours not spent;

Failure to exercise appropriate supervision over persons who are authorized to practice only under the
supervision of the licensed or licensed eligible individual.

REVIEW OF DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL PASSOW'S MEMORANDUM ON RULE
MAKING ISSUES

Due to the absence of some members, the Advisory Committee tabled the review and discussion of Ms.
Passow's memorandum until the March 21, 2000 meeting.

CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS

The Advisory Committee revisited the Continuing Professional Development Policy proposed by the
Continuing Education subcommittee. It was determined by consensus, however, that a conventional
continuing education program, such as that developed by the Board of Examiners of Electrical Contractors,
should be established by the Committee.

13:31A-1.10 Continuing Education Requirements
13:31A-1.10(b)1

Motion was made by Edward Bagniewski, seconded by Arthur Fucetola and passed unanimously to require



that a licensee complete a minimum of 36 hours of continuing education during the preceding triennial
period prior to license renewal.

Motion was made by Leo Selb, seconded by Edward Bagniewski and passed unanimously to allow
licensees who hold alarm and electronic security licenses issued by the Committee to use a maximum of 12
hours of continuing education on a reciprocal basis toward the renewal of those licenses.

Motion was made by Robert Boyer, seconded by Leo Selb and passed unanimously to allow licensees to
complete a maximum of 12 hours of continuing education in subjects regarding business and/or the law.

Motion was made by Barry Starer, seconded by Robert Boyer and passed unanimously to require that
licensees complete a minimum of three (3) hours of continuing education regarding Barrier Free Codes.

The Committee discussed whether to require that licensees complete, as a portion of the continuing
education, a course on the Committee's statute and rules and regulations.

Discussion on the matter was tabled and will be continued at a subsequent meeting.

13:31A-1.10(g)
The Committee discussed the approval of continuing education courses and preliminarily determined that
approval may be granted by either of the following methods:

The Committee may establish criteria for approval of the course sponsors, subject matter and instructor
qualifications; or

Approve continuing education courses which have been pre-approved by established continuing education
certification programs.

The Committee reviewed information regarding the continuing education certification program of the
International Association of Continuing Education and Training (IACET). Chairman Shoremount briefed
the Committee on the certification process of the association.

Motion was made by Robert Boyer, seconded by Charles Okun and passed unanimously to begin the review
by the Committee of the continuing education certification program of IACET. The Committee requested
that staff contact IACET to schedule a presentation of its certification program during a subsequent
meeting.

The Committee then reviewed the continuing education rules recently adopted by the Board of Examiners
of Electrical Contractors.

Motion was made by Barry Starer, seconded by Robert Boyer and passed unanimously to propose that
Board rule 13:31-1.12(d) Obtaining continuing education credit be adopted by the Committee (the
technical components and language of the rule will be modified to comply with regulatory requirements of
the Committee).

Motion was made by Barry Starer, seconded by Robert Boyer and passed unanimously to propose that the
following Board rules be adopted by the Committee (the technical components and language of the rules
will be modified to comply with regulatory requirements of the Committee): 13:31A-1.12(e)1 through
13:31A-1.12(e)4 Methods of obtaining continuing education

Motion was made by Leo Selb, seconded by Robert Boyer and passed unanimously to propose that the
following Board rules be adopted by the Committee (the technical components and language of the rules
will be modified to comply with regulatory requirements of the Committee):

13:31A-1.12(f) Audits and record keeping of continuing education



13:31A-1.12(g) Waiver of continuing education requirements
13:31A-1.12(h) Responsibilities of continuing education sponsors

Motion was made by Edward Bagniewski, seconded by Barry Starer and passed unanimously to propose
that rule 13:31A-1.12(j) Requirement for additional continuing education be adopted by the Committee
(the technical components and language of the rule will be modified to comply with regulatory
requirements of the Committee).

ADJOURNMENT
Having no further business, motion was made by Edward Bagniewski, seconded by Leo Selb and passed
unanimously to adjourn the Public session at 5:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted

Barbara A. Cook
Executive Director
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