
JOINT COMMITTEE OF ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS
MINUTES

March 4, 2008 
Public Session

I CALL TO ORDER

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Joint Committee of Architects & Engineers was called to order at
9:40 am in the Union Conference Room on the third (3rd) floor at 124 Halsey Street, Newark, New Jersey.
In accordance with N.J.S.A. 45:4B-4 only an equal number of architect and professional engineer members
constitute a quorum, therefore Mr. Vernick is present as a member of the public.

Roll Call Present Absent Excused
Committee Chair Mark Roche (X) ( ) ( )
Public Member      
Committee Vice Chair Edward Vernick, PE (X) ( ) ( )
Committee Member Paul DeMassi, RA ( ) ( ) (X)
Committee Member James Valenti, PE (X) ( ) ( )
Committee Member Albert Zaccone, RA (X) ( ) ( )
Alternate Member James Cleary, PE ( ) ( ) (X)
Alternate Member Howard Horii, RA ( ) ( ) (X)

OTHERS PRESENT: James S. Hsu, Executive Director, NJ Board of Architects; B. Michelle Albertson,
Deputy Attorney General, Division of Law; and Margaret Hinkley, Secretary to the Executive Director, NJ
Board of Architects.

II OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT ANNOUNCEMENT

The statement required by Chapter 231, laws of 1975, the "Open Public Meetings Act," was read and it was
announced that notice of this meeting was prepared in the office of the Board of Architects and mailed to
the Secretary of State, the Newark Star-Ledger , the Trenton Times , the Camden Courier-Post, the Record
of Bergen County and the Atlantic City Press .

III APPROVAL OF MINUTES

January 8, 2008

ACTION: Mr. Valenti motioned to approve the minutes as presented. Mr. Roche seconded the motion. It
was unanimously approved.

IV PUBLIC COMMENTS

Seeing no one from the public was present, Mr. Zaccone proceeded to the next item on the agenda.

V OLD BUSINESS

A Joint Advisory Letter to Housing Authorities in New Jersey.

Mr. DeMassi requested that a joint letter from the Architect Board and the Professional Engineer Board be
drafted and sent to all Housing Authorities in New Jersey advising that only architects and/or engineers can
prepare bid documents. On September 4th, the joint committee unanimously voted to forward the draft
letter with editorial changes to the Board of Professional Engineers for discussion at its meeting scheduled
for September 6. On October 2, 2007, upon reviewing the Board of Engineer?s memo, the joint committee



determined to remove the words "a separate independent contract with" from the sixth paragraph of the
joint letter. Mr. Zaccone motioned to approve the advisory letter as amended. Mr. Valenti seconded the
motion. It passed unanimously. Executive Director Hsu advised that he spoke with Mr. DePaula with regard
to disseminating the joint advisory letter to all housing authorities. On January 8th, Mr. DeMassi motioned
to follow the prior motion in this matter to send the joint advisory letter to all New Jersey housing
authorities directly. Mr. Valenti seconded the motion. It passed unanimously.

3/4/08 Copy of a letter dated December 6, 2007 addressed to all Public Housing Agencies from Edward
DePaula, Chief, Office of Public Housing is attached for board information.

Also attached is a copy of the 1999 letter signed by Carmen Valenti, Director of Public Housing which was
distributed to all housing authorities attached for board information.

ACTION: Mr. Valenti motioned to re-affirm the sending of the joint letter agreed to by both the Board of
Architects and the Board of Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors to all New Jersey Housing
Authorities. Mr. Zaccone seconded the motion. It was unanimously approved.

B Retaining Walls

Attached is a copy of a Residential Site Plan Checklist and Review for the Township of Wayne. Line 18
states "Walls 4ft high max (higher with PE calcs) (as built PE certification required)" for the Committee?s
review and discussion.

ACTION: Mr. Zaccone motioned to send a letter advising that the Joint Committee is concerned about #18
on the checklist which appears to indicate that calculations must be submitted by a licensed professional
engineer in connection with a retaining wall which is 4' or higher. Also advise that the Joint Committee has
previously determined that a licensed architect and/or licensed professional engineer may design such
retaining walls and, further, perform these calculations. Mr. Valenti seconded the motion. It was
unanimously approved.

VI NEW BUSINESS

1. A-2146 which revises the regulation of Landscape Architects

3/4/08 Copies of the bill were distributed to members for discussion.

ACTION: DAG Albertson apprised the Committee of the two changes in the bill that are of some concern
to both boards. First there is no exemption language for Architects and Professional Engineers and second,
the requirements for architects and engineers to become licensed Landscape Architects appears to be more
stringent than for an initial applicant for licensure. Mr. Zaccone informed the Committee that although the
Board supports the idea of licensing of landscape architects, the Board of Architects opposed Bill A-2146
in its current format.

VII EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 10:35am, Mr. Valenti motioned to go into executive session for the purposes of reviewing the minutes.
Mr. Zaccone seconded the motion. It was unanimously approved.

VIII NEXT MEETINGS

April 1, 2008 Regular Meeting
Union Room - 3rd Floor

May 6, 2008 Regular Meeting
Union Room - 3rd Floor



IX ADJOURNMENT

At 11 am, Mr. Valenti motioned to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Zaccone seconded the motion. It was
unanimously approved.
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