
BOARD OF MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY EXAMINERS
PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

APRIL 16, 2009

I. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 9:14 a.m. by Board Chair, James Verser who read the notice of
compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:

Board Member, Ben Beitin
Board Member, J. Barry Mascari
Board Member, Amy E. Meckeler
Board Member, Judith Owens
Board Member, Edward Reading
Board Member, James Verser
Board Member, Ronald K. Walthall

Excused:

Board Member, Gina Kassel
Board Member, Dawn Lacy

Staff Present:

Deputy Attorney General, Jodi C. Krugman
Administrative Staff, Elaine L. DeMars
Administrative Staff, Celeste Paige
Administrative Staff, Aishah Figueroa

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On a motion made by Amy Meckeler, seconded by Judith Owens, the Public Session Minutes of the March
12, 2009 meeting were approved as corrected.

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT

Jacqueline Kelly, Georgian Court University student, Maria Seddio, President, NJAMFT, and Marilyn
Mercer, NJAMFT Board Member attended the Public Session of the Marriage and Family Therapy
meeting.

V. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Elaine DeMars reported that there are: 566 active licensed Marriage and Family Therapists, 326 lapsed
licenses, 155 retired licensees, 149 inactive licensees, 101 pending applications, and 38 active Three - Year
Temporary Permit holders. Included in the 101 pending applications are 15 applicants approved for the
marriage and family therapy examination, 5 applicants failed the examination, 25 applications are deficient
(reviewed by Board), 30 applications are dormant/incomplete, and 21 applications are deficient (staff review
- incomplete)

Ms. DeMars also informed the Board of the mandatory temporary layoff and closure of State offices on
May 22, 2009 and June 29, 2009.



Board members reviewed a copy of the updated Marriage and Family Therapy Examiners web-page which
includes current Board member information.

VI. CORRESPONDENCE

A. Mary Duguid M.S.W., L.C.S.W

Ms. Duguid submitted a letter to the Board in which she requested the Board’s confirmation that an
unlicensed individual may work in a non-profit agency. The Board will respond to inform Ms. Duguid that
her agency must be a bona fide community agency. Ms. Duguid will be required to submit supporting
documentation which indicates that the agency is wholly or in major part supported by public funds.

B. Charlene Alderfer, Ph.D., LMFT

Dr. Alderfer expresses concern with regard to The College of New Jersey’s post-master’s doctorate
students completing the one year clinical experience requirement if students are unable to count internship
hours toward the one year requirement. Ms. Alderfer will be advised that if properly supervised, internship
hours will count towards the experience requirement.

VII. LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY

VIII. AAMFT MATTERS

A. John Koehler, Senior Governmental Affairs Agent and Geraldine Kerr, LMFT, Legislative Chair Mr.
Koehler and Ms. Kerr submited correspondence to request that the Board sponsor a discussion with Dr.
Muriel Singer, Kean University; NJAMFT Chair, Dr. Robert Massey, Seton Hall University; Dr. Charleen
Alderfer, The College of New Jersey and other representatives of the New Jersey Association of Marriage
and Family Therapy. The discussion will be based on the number of prospective eligible applicants who
are/are not taking the licensing exam each year. The Board voted to schedule the discussion during the May
14, 2009 Public Session of the Marriage and Family Therapy meeting.

B. Lois Paff Bergen, Ph.D. LMFT, AMFTRB Executive Director

Dr. Bergen submited email correspondence to the Board to announcing the registration for the 2009
AMFTRB Annual Meeting of State Delegates to be held in Denver, Colorado, September 8-10, 2009. The
Board accepted as informational.

IX. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Regs Committee

There were no reports given.

B. Professional Counselors Committee

Dr. J. Barry Mascari discussed the meeting held with the Professional Counselor Examiners Committee and
Fairleigh Dickinson University.

C. Alcohol and Drug Counselors Committee

Dr. Edward Reading reported that INCASE is scheduled to meet in Jersey City. Several New Jersey
colleges are working on integration of the required core content course work pursuant to (N.J.A.C. 13:34C-
2.3(b)4).

X. NEW BUSINESS



XI. OLD BUSINESS

XII. NEXT MEETING

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board will be held May 14, 2009 at 9:00 a.m., Hudson
Conference Room, 124 Halsey Street, Newark, New Jersey.

XIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION

On a motion J. Barry Mascari, seconded by Edward Reading, the Board moved to Executive Session at
10:310 a.m. to conduct four investigative inquiries, discuss pending complaints and confidential matters.

XIV. ADJOURNMENT

On a motion by Edward Reading, seconded by Ronald Walthall, the meeting adjourned at 12:45 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
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