
State Board of Marriage and Family Therapy Examiners 
Open Session Minutes

May 8, 2003

A. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Vice Chair Margaret Pipchick who read the notice of
compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

B. ROLL CALL

Present:

Board Member Roland A. Alum
Board Member Edward Reading
Board Member Margaret Pipchick 
Board Member Edward W. Stroh
Board Member James Verser

Absent:

Board Chair Florence A. Schatten
Board Member Samira Haddad
Board Member Barbara Andrews
Board Member Ronald K. Walthall

Staff Present:

Executive Director Dennis Gonzalez
Deputy Attorney General Marilyn Bair
Regulatory Analyst Danielle Swenson
Jane Cofone, Administrative Staff

C. APPROVAL OF PUBLIC MINUTES

On a motion by J. Verser, seconded by E. Stroh, the minutes of April 10, 2003 were approved with
corrections.

D. LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY

1. MFT Sunset Regulations

Board members met with Regulatory Analyst, Danielle Swenson and discussed and modified the Sunset
Regulations which were then approved on a motion by J. Verser, seconded by E. Stroh.

2. Professional Counselor Sunset Regulations

On a motion by E. Stroh, seconded by E. Reading, the Board approved the Sunset Regulations
submitted by the PC Committee.



E. CORRESPONDENCE

None

F. OLD BUSINESS

1. HIPAA Privacy Regulations

Board members received as an FYI additional information on the new HIPAA Regulations. Also, Board
decided that it would hold an informational session with all the other mental health boards either in
September or November.

2. Procedure for Out-of-State Applicants

Board decided to postpone until the next meeting a discussion on this issue.

3. Seton Hall University Certificate

The Executive Director is to write a letter to Professor Massey at Seton Hall University indicating that
the Board cannot accept the certificate program. However, the Board would entertain any changes that
Seton Hall might make to this program and reconsider its decision.

G. NEW BUSINESS

None

H. CREDENTIAL REVIEW

1. January-February 2003 MFT Exam Results

Board received test scores of the MFT exam which were held in March, 2003.

2. Catherine Warren

Board decided to refer this file to the Board member who originally reviewed her application for a
clarification of documents which were submitted by Ms. Warren.

3. Michael W. Watson

Board operating as a Committee, recommended to deny Mr. Watson's application because he does not
meet the educational requirements. His degree is a related degree. However, he does not have the
required MFT courses.

I. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Edward Reading, Chairman of the ADC Committee informed the Board that the Committee had issued a
public statement on the status of the A&D Regulations.

J. PUBLIC COMMENT

None



K. NEXT MEETING

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board will be June 12, 2003 at 9:00 a.m., 124 Halsey
Street, Newark, New Jersey.

L. EXECUTIVE SESSION

On a motion by E. Stroh, seconded by R. Alum, the Board voted to go into Executive session.

M. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION

The Board returned to open session.

N. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

           Respectfully Submitted,

          Dennis Gonzalez
          Executive Director
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