
BOARD OF MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY EXAMINERS
PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

JUNE 14, 2007

I. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 9:17 a.m. by Board Chair James Verser who read the notice of compliance
with the Open Public Meetings Act.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:

Board Member, Ben Beitin
Board Member, Gina Kassell
Board Member, Dawn Lacy
Board Member, J. Barry Mascari
Board Member, Edward Reading
Board Member, Ronald K. Walthall
Board Member, James Verser

Excused:

Board Member, Amy Meckeler
Board Member, Judith Owens
Board Member, Samira Haddad
Board Member, Verice Mason

Staff Present:

Executive Director, Elaine L. DeMars
Deputy Attorney General, Jodi C. Krugman
Administrative Staff, Celeste Paige
Administrative Staff, Agnes Almeida

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On a motion made by Ronald Walthall, seconded by J. Barry Mascari, and unanimous vote the Public Session
Minutes of the April 12, 2007 meeting were approved as presented.

IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Geraldine Kerr, LMFT and AAMFT-NJ Legislative Chair, attended to express support of the AAMFT-NJ
comments to the proposed revisions included in the May 8, 2007 letter submitted by the association’s president,
Tarcila Sutterly.

V. LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY

Regulations Proposal Publication Date

Regulatory Analyst Maryann Sheehan addressed the Board to consider the following comments that were
received in response to the Marriage and Family Therapy Examiners rule proposal N.J.A.C. 13:34-1 through
N.J.A.C. 13:34-9, pursuant to P.L. 2005, Chapter 49.



A. Robert F. Massey, Ph.D., Seton Hall University

Dr. Massey addressed two issues in his comments. First, he contends that 1,500 client contact hours per year are a
very high standards and will discourage individuals who may want to service the public. Following the
discussion, the Board determined to thank Dr. Massey for his comment and inform him that the 1,500 hour
requirement is a reduction from the 1,750 hour requirement and is consistent with the licensed professional
counselor and the licensed alcohol and drug counselor experience requirements. In response to Dr. Massey’s
request that the language describing the scope of practice be changed to include "to diagnose and treat", the
Board will inform him that the scope of practice is established in the statute at N.J.S.A. 45:8B-2 and therefore
cannot be amended through the regulatory process.

B. Tarcila Sutterly, President, American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy of New Jersey, Inc.

Ms. Sutterly recommended language to amend the scope of practice at N.J.A.C. 13:34-1.2 to be consistent with
the language used by the American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy. In response, the Board will
advise the writer that because the scope of practice is established in the statute at N.J.S.A. 45:8B-2, it cannot be
amended through the regulatory process. In considering the second recommendation, that the proposed language
for N.J.A.C. 13:34-4.3 be changed to delete the phrase, "or the equivalent," the Board determined to consider the
issue further and tabled the discussion until the July 19, 2007 meeting.

C. Charlene Alderfer, Ed.D., NCC, LMFT

In her e-mail, Dr. Alderfer wrote to ask for clarification of the supervision requirements and expressed the
difficulty in providing the one hour of supervision for each five hours of client contact. The Board determined to
inform her that the current requirements reflect the national standard and are intended to protect the public.

D. N.J.A.C. 13:34C

Following a report by Alcohol and Drug Counselor Committee Chair and Liaison to the Board, Edward Reading,
the Board approved draft revisions to N.J.A.C. 13:34C.

VI. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Professional Counselors Committee

Committee Chair J. Barry Mascari reported that the Professional Counselor Committee Regulations sub-
Committee is working to clarify the regulations and intends to present draft revisions to the full Committee in the
fall. He also reported that the rehabilitation counselor member position remains vacant and that two professional
counselor members have resigned. As a result, the June 7, 2007 meeting of the Committee was conducted without
a quorum. Therefore agenda items that required a vote were presented to the Board for ratification.

On a motion by J. Barry Mascari, seconded by Gina Kassell the May 3, 2007 public and executive minutes of the
Professional Counselor Committee were approved as presented. On a motion by Edward Reading, seconded by
Ben Beitin the Board approved the Committee’s recommendations for approval of eighteen applications for
licensure. Board Chair James Verser granted the Professional Counselor Committee the authority to approve
applications for licensure (due to the lack of a quorum). The Committee will make recommendations that must be
ratified by the Board until such time as the Committee’s membership is restored to a quorum.

B. Alcohol and Drug Counselor Committee

Committee Chair Edward Reading reported that the he and Executive Director DeMars met with the Department
of Human Services’ Division of Addiction Services on May 22 and May 31, 2007 to discuss the application
review process. The Committee also met with Drug Court officials to discuss drug court counselors. The Drug
Court administrators outlined a progressive plan to ensure that employees are appropriately credentialed and
supervised.



VII. NEW BUSINESS

A. Division of Law Billing

The Board reviewed and accepted as informational the Division of Law, third quarter fiscal year 2007 Division of
Law Billing report.

B. COAMFT Version 11 Accreditation Standards Survey

The Board reviewed a copy of COAMFTE Accreditation Standards Survey. The survey is intended to gather
information about regulations and the regulatory process and the development of standards for licensure. Board
member Ben Beitin explained the current initiative to move from a "standards based" approach to education to
"outcome based." The Board strongly encourages the marriage and family therapy educational community to work
with regulators in the development of any new program that is intended to meet the educational requirements for
licensure. Executive Director DeMars will gather input from the professional members of the Board in completing
the survey. The Board will focus on developing an open communication with COAMFT in this new initiative.

VIII. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

On a motion by Ben Beitin, seconded by Gina Kassell, and a unanimous vote, the Board agreed to postpone the
election of officers until its next meeting.

IX. NEXT MEETING

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board will be held July 19, 2007 at 9:00 a.m., 124 Halsey Street,
Newark, New Jersey.

X. EXECUTIVE SESSION

On a motion by J. Barry Mascari, seconded by Gina Kassell , the Board moved to Executive Session at 10:11
a.m. to discuss pending confidential matters.

XI. ADJOURNMENT

On a motion by James Verser, seconded by Edward Reading, the meeting adjourned at 1:05 p.m.
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