
State Board of Marriage And Family Therapy Examiners
Open Session Minutes

August 8, 2002

A. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 9:10 a.m. by Board Chair Florence Schatten, who read the notice of
compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

B. ROLL CALL

Present:
Board Chair Florence Schatten
Board Member Roland A. Alum
Board Member Barbara Andrews
Board Member Samira Haddad 
Board Member Edward Reading
Board Member Edward Stroh
Board Member James Verser
Board Member Ronald Walthall

* Board Member J. David Niemeyer resigned because he moved out-of-state.

Staff Present:
Executive Director Dennis E. Gonzalez
Deputy Attorney General Marilyn Bair
Administrative Supervisor Celeste Sweeper

APPROVAL OF PUBLIC MINUTES

On a motion by Jim Verser ,seconded by Roland Alum, the minutes of May 9, 2002 were approved with
corrections.

LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY

a) In the Statutes N.J.S.A. 45:8B-2 paragraph B is incorrect and the continuing education statutes are not
included. Regulation books need to be printed from the current statues book (changes are not in the original
book).

b) SENATE BILL 786 - Board member Ed Stroh reminded the Board that the Professional Counselors
Committee does not wish to be included in the support of Senate Bill S786. The bill does not make allowance for
professional counselors to be reimbursed.

c) The Board was informed that the new rule on the Education Requirement N.J.S.A. 45:8B-2 has been adopted
and is now in effect.

CORRESPONDENCE

The Board received correspondence from Kay Hancock, Assistant Director of Academic Affairs at the New
Jersey Commission on Higher Education regarding the validity of the degrees in marriage and family therapy at



Seton Hall and Kean Universities. Seton Hall uses the term diploma and Kean uses the term certificate. An
intense discussion ensued amongst the Board.

On a motion by Jim Verser, seconded by Samira Haddad, the Board agreed to invite representatives from the
Seton Hall and Kean University programs to their September meeting to give them an opportunity to discuss their
certificate training programs.

OLD BUSINESS

NONE

NEW BUSINESS

MFT Exam Scores

The Board received Marriage and Family Therapy Exam scores from Professional Examination Services. New
Jersey only had two candidates for the June exam. The successful candidates are Deborah Scimeca-Diaz and
Kimberly Sumner-Mayer. When all requirements for licensure are fulfilled, both candidates will be approved for
licensure.

AMFTRB Annual Conference - October 2002

On a motion by Ed Stroh, seconded by Jim Verser the Board agreed that Florence Schatten, should attend the
conference as the Board delegate. Since Jim Verser is already an officer with the American Association of
Marital and Family Therapy Regulatory Boards, the Board agreed that he should attend as the alternate delegate.

Board Vacancies

Board Member J. David Niemeyer has moved out-of state and the Board is in receipt of his letter of resignation.
Three board members have resigned this year. The Board now consists of a total of eight members. The Board
will consult with the Association to advertise to fill these vacancies and send letters to Senators. Board Member
Roland Alum suggested that Mrs. Schatten establish a connection with the Governors Appointments Secretary to
fill the two vacancies that exist.

CREDENTIAL REVIEW

1) Anthony Aquino - On a motion by Ed Reading and seconded by Ronald Walthall, the Board agreed to grant
Anthony Aquino a three-year temporary permit.

2) Charmaine Cousins - On a motion by Florence Schatten, seconded by Ed Reading the Board agreed to deny
Ms Cousins request for a marriage and family therapy license based on the transcript that she submitted with her
application. Her courses do not meet MFT course requirements.

3) John Lawless- On a motion by Ed Stroh, seconded by Ron Walthall the Board approved Mr. Lawless
application for a marriage and family therapy license, pending receipt of his exam scores..

4) Rosemarie Manes - Application tabled for September 2002 meeting.

5) Kimberly Petka - On a motion by Jim Verser, Seconded by Ronald Walthall, the Board approved Ms Petkas
application for a marriage and family therapy license.

6) Cynthia Ordway - On a motion by Jim Verser, seconded by Barbara Andrews the Board voted that Mrs.
Ordway must have approved forms completed from previous supervisors. The Board suggested that she use the
State Boards to try and track down the supervisors. Mrs. Ordway is also requested to document her counseling



employment since August 1995.

7) Maria Seddio- On a motion by Ed Stroh, seconded by Samira Haddad, the Board agreed to approve Ms
Seddios application for a marriage and family therapist license.

8) Robert Wirth - On a motion by Ron Walthall, seconded by Jim Verser the Board requested that Mr. Wirth
break down his course structure from our regulations and his marriage and family therapy degree, complete NJ
forms documenting his work experience and have his supervisors sign them and submit a curriculum vitae for
each of his supervisors, which must include their experience and course work.

9) Mark S. Woodford - On a motion by Ed Stroh, seconded by Ron Walthall , the board agreed that the letter
that was sent to him May 2002 , indicating that his application for licensure was denied because the transcripts he
submitted did not meet the educational requirements as established by law, still stands.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Ed Reading informed the Board that the Alcohol and Drug Counselor Committees regulations are still in review.

The newsletter and web page projects are still in progress.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no members of the public present.

NEXT MEETING

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board will be September 12, 2002 at 9:00 a.m., 124 Halsey Street,
Newark, New Jersey.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

On a motion by Jim Verser, seconded by Ed Stroh the Board voted to go into Executive session.

ADJOURNMENT

On a motion by Ron Walthall, seconded by Barbara Andrews, the Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 12:30
p.m.
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