
New Jersey State Board of
Marriage and Family Therapy Examiners

September 13, 2001

OPEN SESSION MINUTES 

A. CALL TO ORDER

Meeting was called to order at 9:30 A.M. by President James Verser who read the notice of compliance with
the Open Public Meetings Act.

B. ROLL CALL

Present :

Board President James Verser
Board Member Barbara Andrews
Board Member Samira Haddad
Board Member J. David Niemeyer
Board Member Edward Reading
Board Member Edward W. Stroh
Board Member Roland Alum

Absent:

Board Vice President Florence A. Schatten
Board Member Steven Kovel
Board Member Ronald K. Walthall

Staff Present:

Executive Director Dennis E. Gonzalez
Deputy Attorney General Marilyn Bair
Danielle Swenson, Regulatory Analyst
Celeste Sweeper, Supervising Clerk
Jane Cofone, Administrative Staff

C. APPROVAL OF AUGUST 9, 2001 OPEN SESSION MINUTES

On a motion by R. Alum, seconded by E. Reading, minutes were approved with corrections.

D. LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY

1. Fee Decrease-Darlene Kane, Budget Analyst for the Division, made a presentation to the Board on a
surplus that currently exists. Miss Kane recommended to the Board that as a result, a fee decrease on
renewals was appropriate. On a motion by E. Stroh, seconded by S. Haddad, the Board requ3ested that the



regulatory analyst, D. Swenson develop a draft amendment to the regulations to reflect a decrease in the
renewal fees and pr4esent to the Board for approval at the next meeting.

2. Board had a discussion on a confidentiality regulations and requested that regulatory analyst D. Swenson
present at next meeting changes to the draft confidentiality regulations as discussed by the Board.

E. OLD BUSINESS

Dennis LaScala- Mr. LaScala wrote to the Board requested reconsideration of the Board's denial of his
application. After reviewing Mr. LaScala's letter, and a discussion by the Board members, the Board decided
on a motion by E. Stroh, seconded by D. Niemeyer to grant Mr. LaScala a Marriage and Family Therapy
license.

F. NEW BUSINESS

Round Table Discussion of Internet Counseling- Chairman J. Verser reported to the Board that he has asked
Board Member D. Niemeyer to serve as the Board's representative on a round table created by the Division
to discuss internet counseling.

G. COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Regulations Committee - See D above

2. Continuing Education Committee - None

3. Ethics Committee - None

H. PUBLIC COMMENT

None

I. EXECUTIVE SESSION

On a motion by D. Niemeyer, seconded by S. Haddad, the Board convened in Executive Session.

J. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Due to the absence of three board members, it was decided to postpone the election of officers until the
October meeting.

K. ADJOURNMENT

Meeting adjourned at 11:00 A.M.

Respectfully Submitted, Dennis E. Gonzalez Executive Director 
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