
New Jersey State Board of
Marriage and Family Therapy Examiners

October 11, 2001

OPEN SESSION MINUTES 

A. CALL TO ORDER

Meeting was called to order at 9:10 A.M. by President James Verser who read the notice of compliance with
the Open Public Meetings Act.

B. ROLL CALL

Present:

Board President James Verser
Board Vice President Florence A. Schatten
Board Member Barbara Andrews
Board Member Samira Haddad
Board Member Steven Kovel
Board Member Edward Reading
Board Member Edward W. Stroh
Board Member Ronald K. Walthall
Board Member Roland Alum
Board J. David Niemeyer

Staff Present:

Executive Director Dennis Gonzalez
Deputy Attorney Marilyn Bair
Danielle Swenson, Regulatory Analyst
Jane Cofone, Administrative Staff

C. APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 13, 2001 OPEN SESSION MINUTES

On a motion by Edward Reading, seconded by J. David Niemeyer, minutes were approved with corrections.

D. LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY

1. PUBLIC COMMENT ON SPECIALTY DESIGNATION REGULATIONS FOR PROFESSIONAL AND
REHABILITATION COUNSELORS.

Board members reviewed a public comment regarding the proposed regulations by the Professional
Counselor Committee on Specialty Designations, specifically for clinical-mental health counselors. Board
reviewed the response of the Professional Counselor Committee which was to indicate that they disagree



with the public comment because they felt the regulations were sufficiently specific as to the Scope of
Practice of a Clinical Mental Health Counselor. The Board approved on a motion by F. Schatten and
seconded by E. Reading the response of the Professional Counselor Committee.

2. Board reviewed comments of the proposed amendments to the educational regulations (13:34-4.3). The
comments from Dr. Racite were post marked after the deadline for submission of comments. However, the
Board requested that the Executive Director informally respond to Dr. Racite that they reviewed and noted
his comments.

3. Confidentiality - On a motion by S. Kovel, seconded by R. Walthall, Board members approved the
Marriage & Family Therapy regulations as presented on confidentiality.

4. Board approved the fee decrease for Marriage and Family Therapists as presented to the Board by
Budget Analyst, Darlene Kane and the Regulatory Analyst, D. Swenson. Board also approved the regulations
to reduce the fees for Professional Counselors, Rehabilitation Counselors and Associate Counselors.

5. Continuing Education - On a motion by Barbara Andrews, seconded by Steven Kovel the Board approved
the proposed new rules for Continuing Education requirements for Professional Counselors and
Rehabilitation Counselors.

6. On a motion by Ronald Walthall, seconded by Steven Kovel the Board approved the continuing Education
requirements and regulations for Marriage and Family Therapists.

7. On a motion by Florence Schatten, seconded by Barbara Andrews, the Board voted to strongly support
Senate Bill 2564 which will prohibit the public release of a licensee's home address.

E. CREDENTIALS REVIEW

1. Murray S. Kaufman - On a motion by Florence Schatten, seconded by Steven Kovel, Mr. Kaufman's
application for a one year permit was approved.

2. Jean Richardson - On a motion by Edward Stroh, seconded by Florence Schatten, Ms. Richardson's
application for a one year permit was approved.

F. NEW BUSINESS

A. Board members were given a copy of a memorandum from Deputy Director, Anthony Miragliotta informing
them that the increase in per diem compensation for Board members became effective September 17, 2001.

B. Chairman James Verser informed the Board that he had received a letter on behalf of the Board from
Geraldine Kerr, President of the New Jersey AAMFT, for the Board to attend the annual conference of the
New Jersey AAMFT.

C. On a motion by Edward Reading, seconded by Steven Kovel, the Board voted to authorize any board
member who is interested to attend a conference on Mental Health and the Law in New Jersey.

G. OLD BUSINESS

Board members discussed the retreat to be held on November 8, 2001, which will include the Board's regular
meeting in November. It was decided that the retreat will be held at the Maplewood Country Club and that
the agenda will include: (a) role of a board member (b) ethics (c) insurance issues.



H. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Regulations committee - See # D above .

B. CE Committee - See # D above. Since Continuing Education regulations have now been approved by the
Board, the Continuing Education Committee will cease to function.

C. Ethics Committee - No report

I. PUBLIC COMMENT

None

J. EXECUTIVE SESSION

On a motion by Steven Kovel, seconded by Ronald Walthall, the Board went into Executive Session.

K. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The following board members were elected as officers of the Board from November, 2001 through
November, 2002:

Florence A. Schatten, Chairman J. David Niemeyer - Vice Chairman Steven Kovel - Secretary

L. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 12:30 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dennis E. Gonzalez
Executive Director

State Board of Marriage And Family
Therapy Examiners
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