
Division of Consumer Affairs
 CHRIS CHRISTIE State Board of Examiners of Ophthalmic Dispensers and Ophthalmic Technicians             PAULA T. DOW

      Governor 124 Halsey Street, 6th Floor, Newark, NJ 07102                          Attorney General

        
KIM GUADAGNO       THOMAS R. CALCAGNI

 Lt. Governor                Director

             Mailing Address:

              P.O. Box 45011
           Newark, NJ 07101 

                 (973) 504-6435

New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer  •   Printed on Recycled Paper and Recyclable

STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF  OPHTHALMIC DISPENSERS 
AND OPHTHALMIC TECHNICIANS

PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES
January 11, 2012

The January meeting of the Board was convened in accordance with its notice to the Lt.
Governor, the Bergen Record, the Record of Hackensack, the Trenton Times, the Courier
Post and the Star-Ledger and was conducted in accordance with the provisions of the
Open Public Meetings Act.

President Michael Higgins convened the meeting at 9:00 a.m.  A roll call was taken and
the following attendance was recorded for these minutes:  

PRESENT: Michael Higgins, Peter Goetz, Gary Iavarone, Jerry McMullin, and
Norman Schleiffer

EXCUSED OR ABSENT: NONE

PUBLIC ATTENDEES: NONE

Also in attendance: Dorcas K. O’Neal, Executive Director, Susan Berger, Deputy
Attorney General, and Monica Carrington, staff.

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR DECEMBER 11, 2011

The Board reviewed the Public Session Minutes for December 11, 2011.  On a
motion by Gary Iavarone, seconded by Jay McMullin, the minutes were
unanimously approved as submitted.

II. OLD BUSINESS

a. The Board reviewed the online advertisement from Quantum Optical regarding “CE
credits online that never expire”as potientially confusing as New Jersey licensees may
think online CE is accepted in New Jersey.  On a motion by Gary Iavarone seconded by
Norman Schleiffer, the Board recommends that Mr. Della Pesca add an asterik
indicating/directing that New Jersey licensees “see map” on the brochure, if interested in
taking courses.
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III. APPRENTICE MATTERS

a. The Board reviewed a letter of request from Brenda Pelikan to reinstate her apprentice
permit.  Upon reviewing previous examinations and finding a pattern of failure of the
neutral and shop portions of the examination, on a motion by Gary Iavarone, seconded by
Peter Goetz, the Board to directed that her preceptor, Stan Shahocky be scheduled an
appearance before the Board. 

IV. NEW BUSINESS

a. The Board reviewed a letter from Benjamin Shor requesting to retake the practical
portions of the Ophthalmic Dispenser Examination.  He previously sat in 1989.  On a
motion by Jay McMullin, seconded by Norman Schleiffer,  the Board unanimously
determined that Mr. Shor must sit for the entire examination.  Also, he must submit
his current New York license, college transcript and employment verification for the
last five years.  Mr. Shor will be so advised.

V. STATUTES AND REGULATIONS (Chuck Manning)

a. The Board reviewed the proposed amendment N.J.A.C. 13:33-2.1 Application for
examination.  On a motion by Jay McMullin, seconded by Norman Schleiffer,
the Board unanimously determined to accept the proposal as amended. 

b. The Board reviewed the proposed amendment N.J.A.C.  13:33-1.5 Supervision of
apprentice ophthalmic dispensers and technicians.  This proposed amendment
included a statement “In an optical establishment where fabricating is done on the
premises. . .” was added based on a recommendation from the Regulatory
Department.  The Board recommended that additional language explaining the
basis for the regulation be added to the summary and that the aforementioned
statement be deleted keeping the originally proposed amendment which states “An
apprentice shall not have management authority over his or her supervising
preceptor.”  On a motion by Jay McMullin, seconded by Gary Iavarone, the
Board unanimously reaffirmed the original amendment as previously
approved.

VI. OTHER BUSINESS

a. The Board reviewed a letter from Lidya Agayby requesting to sit for the New Jersey State
Board Examination.  Ms. Agaby is licensed in Boston, Mass. and received an A.A.S.
degree in Ophthalmic Science from Benjamin Franklin Institute of Technology in Boston,
MA.  On a motion by Gary Iavarone seconded by Jay McMullin, the Board
unanimously denied her request because the school is not approved by the
Commission of Opticianry Accreditation.   Ms. Agayby will be so advised.
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VII. PUBLIC COMMENTS

NONE

There being is no other business to come before the Board in Public Session, on a motion by Jay
McMullin seconded by Norman Schleiffer, the Public Session was adjourned and the Board
convened in Executive Session for the purpose of receiving counsel, to review five matters of old
business, to conduct one investigative inquiry, to review one criminal history, and review one
consumer complaint.

The Board reconvened in Public Session.  The following disciplinary actions are being reported.

DISIPLINARY ACTIONS

a. Chaundra Rodriguez - A Uniform Penalty Letter (UPL) was issued to Chaundra
Rodriguez for violation of N.J.S.A. 52:17B-41.1 unlicensed practice and she paid a
penalty of $500.00 for false advertisement on July 1, 2011.

b. Anthony Ciccone - A Consent Order was filed on July 27, 2011 for fabricating an
ophthalmic dispensers license after his original license expired due to failure to
renew.  His license expired in 1997.   Mr. Ciccone signed a Consent Order for
voluntary surrender of his license to practice ophthalmic dispensing in the State of 
New Jersey and was assessed a civil penalty of $10,000.00 with $9,000.00 of the
civil penalty is stayed if he complies  with the Consent Order .   

The next scheduled meeting is February 8, 2012.  There being no other business to come before
the Board, on a motion by Jay McMullin and seconded by Norman Schleiffer, the meeting was
adjourned at 4:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dorcas K. O’Neal
Executive Director
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