
  
 

STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF OPHTHALMIC DISPENSERS
AND OPHTHALMIC TECHNICIANS

PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

April 9, 2003

The April meeting of the State Board of Examiners of Ophthalmic Dispensers and Ophthalmic
Technicians was convened in accordance with its notice to the Secretary of State, the Bergen Record,
the Trenton Times, the Courier Post and the Star Ledger and was conducted in accordance with the
provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act.

President Robert Troast convened the meeting at 9:00 a.m. A roll call was taken and the following
attendance was recorded for these minutes.

PRESENT:
Theodore Bucon 
Linda Cohen
Michael Higgins 
Robert Kubick
Norman Schleiffer
John Valeri, Esq.
Robert Troast, President

ABSENT: 
Jane Kenny

Public Attendees:
NONE

Also in Attendance:
Dorcas O'Neal, Executive Director; Rhonda Pope Stephens, Deputy Attorney General; Linda Goba and
Monica Perkins, Staff.

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Board reviewed the Public Session Minutes of March 12, 2003. On a motion by Linda Cohen
seconded by John Valeri the Board unanimously approved the minutes as submitted.

II. OLD BUSINESS

a. Rose Meyers requested to be excused from the March 2003 examination due to insufficient education
requirements. The Board reviewed an unofficial copy of her current transcripts. On a motion by Linda
Cohen seconded by Ted Bucon, the Board unanimously granted an extension until the September
2003 examination. Ms. Meyers will also be advised no future extensions will be granted.

This matter is reagendized as a result of review of Board records which show that Ms. Meyers
will be eligible to sit no sooner than March 2004 which will require Board approval.

III. APPRENTICE MATTERS



a. The Board reviewed a letter from Joseph Venzie requesting to be excused from the March 2003
examination due to insufficient education requirements. On a motion by Robert Kubick seconded by
John Valeri, the Board unanimously determined that Mr. Venzie shall receive an automatic
failure; that he must provide proof of enrollment; that he be advised it is the responsibility of the
apprentice to update the Board relative to any changes to his educational status and that he must
take the next scheduled examination. Mr. Venzie will be so advised.

b. The Board reviewed a letter from Inna Medow requesting to use her permit until the results from the
March 2003 examination are submitted. On a motion by Robert Kubick seconded by Linda Cohen,
the Board unanimously determined that Inna Medow must cease and desist working in the
optical field and return her permit until the March 2003 examination results are submitted. Ms.
Medow will be so advised.

IV. NEW BUSINESS

a. The Board reviewed a letter from Sam Porfido alleging that the Panoptx Company gives out
prescription forms to non-optical entities, such as motorcycle dealers and ski shops; and that
prescription eyewear is being dispensed by unlicensed persons at other locations.

IV. NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED.......

On a motion by Norman Schleiffer seconded by Michael Higgins, the Board determined that
Panoptx should be notified that a license is required to dispense prescription eyewear in New
Jersey. A copy of the current statutes and regulations will also be forwarded to Panoptx.
Additionally, a letter will be sent to Mr. Porfido acknowledging his letter and requesting the
names and addresses of the non-optical entities.

b. The Board reviewed the Board of Optometrists Public Session Agenda for March 19, 2003 as
informational.

c. The Board reviewed the Board of Optometrists Public Session Minutes for January 15, 2003 as
informational.

d. Stuart Berg submitted a letter notifying the Board that he is employed part-time at Walmart Vision
Center in North Brunswick and that he does not want to be licensee-in-charge. On a motion by Linda
Cohen seconded by John Valeri, the Board unanimously determined a letter will be sent to Mr.
Berg apprising him that the Board will take his notification under advisement.

V. OTHER BUSINESS

a. Board Signatures

Executive Director, Dorcas K. O'Neal requested that the Board supply signatures for each member for
Wall Certificates. The Board reluctantly signed under protest stating that the State of New Jersey has a
great responsibility to prevent falsification of legal documents issued. It was the consensus of the
Board that wall certificates like drivers licenses may be potentially and fraudulently copied. The
Board believes that this matter should be carefully considered.

There being no other business to come before the Board in Public Session, on a motion by Linda Cohen
seconded by John Valeri, the meeting was adjourned. The Board convened into Executive Session for
the purpose of receiving counsel, to review two consumer complaints, to hold four investigative
inquiries, and to review three matters involving old business.



The Board reconvened in Public Session. The next scheduled meeting will be May 21, 2003. There
being no other business to come before the Board in Public Session, the meeting was adjourned at
3:30p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dorcas K. O'Neal
Executive Director
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