
New Jersey State Board of Ophthalmic Dispensers
and Ophthalmic Technicians Minutes

Public Session Minutes
April 10, 2002

The April meeting of the State Board of Examiners of Ophthalmic Dispensers and Ophthalmic Technicians was
convened in accordance with its notice to the Secretary of State, the Bergen Record, the Trenton Times, the Courier
Post and the Star Ledger and was conducted in accordance with the provision of the Open Public Meetings Act.

President Troast convened the meeting at 9:00 a.m. A roll call was taken and the following attendance was recorded
for these minutes.

PRESENT:

Theodore Bucon
Linda Cohen
Michael Higgins
Jane Kenny
Norman Schleiffer
John Valeri, Esq.
Robert Troast, President

ABSENT:

Robert Kubick

Public Attendees: NONE

Also in Attendance: Dorcas K O'Neal, Executive Director; Rhonda Pope Stephens, Deputy Attorney General; Linda
Goba and Monica Perkins, Staff.

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Board reviewed the Public Session Minutes of March 13, 2002. The Board redacted the minutes in the attendance
to show Norman Schleiffer was present at the March 13, 2002 meeting. On a motion by Norman Schleiffer seconded
by Linda Cohen the minutes were approved as redacted.

II. APPRENTICE MATTERS

a. Carol McDermott requested an excused absence from the March 2002 examination. She is the caretaker for her
elderly mother who suffers from Alzheimer's disease. On a motion by Ted Bucon seconded by Linda Cohen, the
Board granted an excused absence for the March 2002 examination but Ms. McDermott will be required to sit
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for the next upcoming examination in September 2002 or return her permit. Ms. McDermott will be so advised.

b. Ericka Colon requested an excused absence from the March 2002 examination. She was suffering from severe
gastritis. On a motion by John Valeri seconded by Norman Schleiffer, Mrs. Colon must supply the Board with an
authentic doctor's note in order to be excused. If she does not supply the information within 10 days, an
automatic failure will be recorded for the March 2002 examination.

III. STATUTES AND LEGISLATION

a. The Board reviewed the New Rule N.J.A.C. 19:61-7 concerning the process for recusal adopted by the Executive
Commission on Ethnical Standards as informational.

b. The Board reviewed the Board of Optometrists Continuing Professional Optometric Education as informational.

IV. NEW BUSINESS

a. The Board reviewed the Board of Optometry Regular Session Agenda for March 20, 2002 as informational.

b. The Board reviewed the Board of Optometry Regular Session Minutes of January 16, 2002 and would like to submit
a comment on a proposed rule which would involve a new curriculum which includes third year students passing
through Camden Eye Center as part of their regular clinical rounds under direct supervision of New Jersey licensed
optometrist. On a motion by Linda Cohen seconded by Michael Higgins the Board feels that this new rule is in
direct conflict with the Opticianry Board.

c. Mr. Ken Wood from Vision Council of America in Colorado submitted a letter to the Board requesting the reason
New Jersey does not participate in ANSI Standards. Mr. Wood stated that New Jersey standards are significantly
different than similar standards set by ANSI Z80 and Z87. The Board determined that additional proof, studies, or any
technical data to substantiate is position be provided. The Board is satisfied that its standards as written, but will
review any other information VCA provides. On a motion by Norman Schleiffer seconded by Ted Bucon the Board
unanimously voted to review any and all information provided by Mr. Wood. This matter will be reagendized
upon receipt of the information.

d. Mary Bejar from Aearo Company sent a letter notifying the Board that she has purchased Iron Age Mobile Units.
Iron Age operated under a Consent Order which is not transferible. On a motion by Linda Cohen seconded by Ted
Bucon the Board will schedule an Investigative Inquiry for the May 8, 2002 meeting.

e. The Board reviewed the Article "Mail-Order Giant Boasts of Its Control Over Products and Providers." from the
November, 2001 issue of Review of Contact Lenses as informational.

f. The Board reviewed the Article "Optometry and Ophthalmology the Internet connection assessing consumer health
Web sites" in the November, 2001 issue of Optometry Journal of the American Optometric Association as
informational.

g. Margaret Natelli TD-1941 and Ennis Van Duyn TD-640 requested to be exempt from the required three hours of
contact lens courses that became effective January 1, 2002 because they do not dispense or sell contact lenses. On a
motion by Linda Cohen seconded by Michael Higgins, the Board determined that pursuant to NJAC 13.33-
1.43(b), every licensed optician must take 12 continuing education hours three of which must be contact lens, no
exceptions. Mrs. Natelli and Mr. Van Duyn will be so advised.

V. OTHER BUSINESS - COMMENTS

The Board would like to create a committee to meet with the Board of Medical Examiners to discuss Ophthomologists
not releasing prescription to patients when they choose another optical store.



There being no other business to come before the Board in Public Session, on a motion by Jane Kenny seconded by
Linda Cohen the meeting was adjourned. The Board convened into Executive Session for the purpose of receiving
counsel, to hold a fact finding proceeding, to review two consumer complaints, and to review one matter in old
business.

The Board reconvened in Public Session. The next scheduled meeting is May 8, 2002. There being no other business to
come before the Board, on a motion by Michael Higgins Seconded by Robert Kubick the meeting was adjourned at
2:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dorcas K. O'Neal
Executive Director

New Jersey State Board of Ophthalmic
Dispensers

and Ophthalmic Technicians

Medical and Mental Health Related
Professional Boards

Feedback
Survey

Consumer Affairs
Home Page

NJ Dept. of Law and Public Safety
Home Page

State of NJ Home
Page

Posted February 2003
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