
  
 

STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF OPHTHALMIC DISPENSERS
AND OPHTHALMIC TECHNICIANS

PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

July 9, 2003

The July meeting of the State Board of Examiners of Ophthalmic Dispensers and Ophthalmic
Technicians was convened in accordance with its notice to the Secretary of State, the Bergen Record,
the Trenton Times, the Courier Post and the Star Ledger and was conducted in accordance with the
provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act.

President Robert Troast convened the meeting at 9:00 a.m. A roll call was taken and the following
attendance was recorded for these minutes.

PRESENT:
Theodore Bucon 
Linda Cohen
Jane Kenny
Norman Schleiffer
John Valeri, Esq.
Robert Troast, President

ABSENT: 
Michael Higgins 
Robert Kubick

Public Attendees:
NONE

Also in Attendance:
Dorcas K. O'Neal, Executive Director; Rhonda Pope Stephens, Deputy Attorney General; Linda Goba
and Monica Perkins, Staff.

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Board reviewed the Public Session Minutes of June 18, 2003. On a motion by Linda Cohen
seconded by John Valeri, the Board unanimously approved the minutes as submitted.

II. OLD BUSINESS

a. The Board reviewed a letter submitted by Victoria To requesting to speak with the Board in Public
Session regarding the Ophthalmic Dispenser Exam. It was the consensus of the Board that Ms. To
has one more opportunity to sit for the Ophthalmic Dispensers Exam. Ms. To will be so advised.

III. APPRENTICE MATTERS

a. The Board held examination reviews for the March 2003 Ophthalmic Dispensers Examination. The
following candidates appeared for a review:



Kathy May Philip Rahal Sonia Luna

Olivia Basque James Lynch Jeff Miller

Arilys Nisler Dennis Welsh Zulma Cartelli

Laureen Gomez Grizel Rosa Muriel Ortiz

William Picillo Pauline Kuria Inna Medow

Annelle Bridges Shama Thariani Jeff Abramowitz

Nathalie Zafrani Byran Duchard Roger Romero

Elisa Shah Victoria To &

The following adjustments were made: Olivia Basque PASSED the Qualifying Technical Examination
and James Lynch PASSED the shop portion of the Ophthalmic Dispensers Examination.

IV. NEW BUSINESS

a. The Board reviewed the letter from Sam Morganstern, President of the Opticians Association of New
Jersey inviting the Board to hold a continuing education course at the Association's annual convention
on October 11, 2003. It was the consensus of the Board to accept the invitation for Saturday
afternoon. The Board will provide information on renewals, continuing education requirements,
and the inactive status. Mr. Morgenstern will be so advised.

b. The Board reviewed a letter from Gerald Ludwin of Optical Training Institute advising that the
Institute desires to stay in compliance with policy guidelines for sponsors. Mr. Ludwin was also
inquiring as to whether an individual course certificate may be issued for a two or three hour course and
inquiring as to what constitutes a complete certificate.

As to question one, an individual certificate is to be issued for each course, whether the course is (a)
one, two, or three hour course provided that the two or three hour course are under a single topic.

As to question two, consistant with the policy guideline, a completed certificate issued upon successful
completion of the course shall bear the following: (a) name of course offering, (b) location of course
offering, (c) date of course offering, (d) number of credits of course offering (e) course identification
number, (f) licensees' name, license number pre-printed or written in non-erasable ink and the signature
or stamp of course sponsor. It was the consensus of the Board that an individual certificate may be
issued for a one, two or three hour seminar as previously noted and that each course session must
be monitored for compliance with Board policy guidelines.

On a motion by Linda Cohen seconded by Ted Bucon, the Board unanimously approved the
consensus determination.

c. The Board reviewed an update from the FDA of the Ophthalmic Devices Panel Advisory Committee
Meeting Brief Summary of May 23, 2003 which discussed in part that contact lenses in the colloquial
sense does not preclude cosmetic statutes under the act.

FDA had previously determined that section 201(i) of the act applies to appearance enhancing devices
and that the fact that a product is intended to come into contact with the eye does not make it ineligible
for cosmetic regulation. Further, the FDA has taken a very strong position that it is necessary to have
involvement of an eye care provider to fit and follow soft plano lens wearers to better manage risks
associated with the lenses. This position was described in a press release that warned consumers about



the risk of permanent eye injury and also blindness associated with decorative contact lens distribution
without a prescription and without proper fitting by an eye care professional. FDA encourages all eye
care professionals to document cases of contact lens related injuries via Med Watch. The update was
reviewed as informational.

d. The Board reviewed the Board of Optometry Regular Session Agenda for June 11, 2003 as
informational.

e. The Board reviewed the Board of Optometry Regular Session Minutes for May 21, 2003 as
informational.

f. The Board reviewed a letter from Jane Zalkin TD-1679 requesting an extension for her continuing
education credits for the 2002-2003 renewal period due to death in the family. It was the consensus of
the Board to request more information regarding relationship (to licensee), date of death, copies
of credits obtained 2000-2001 and whether Ms. Zalkin is employed. This matter will be
reagendized upon receipt of this information.

V. OTHER BUSINESS

a. The next scheduled Board examination will be held at Camden County College, Blackwood, NJ on
September 23-24, 2003. On a motion by Linda Cohen seconded by Theodore Bucon, the Board
approved attendance by Board members, the Executive Director and Linda Goba to administer
the examination.

There being no other business to come before the Board in Public Session, on a motion by John Valeri
seconded by Jane Kenny, the meeting was adjourned. The Board convened into Executive Session for
the purpose of receiving counsel, to hold seven investigative inquiries, to review one inspection report,
and to review four matters involving old business.

The Board reconvened in Public Session. The next scheduled meeting will be September 10, 2003.
There being no other business to come before the Board in Public Session, the meeting was adjourned
at 3:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dorcas K. O'Neal
Executive Director
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