
  
 

STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF OPHTHALMIC DISPENSERS
AND OPHTHALMIC TECHNICIANS

PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

October 8, 2003

The October meeting of the State Board of Examiners of Ophthalmic Dispensers and Ophthalmic
Technicians was convened in accordance with its notice to the Secretary of State, the Bergen Record,
the Trenton Times, the Courier Post and the Star Ledger and was conducted in accordance with the
provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act.

President Robert Troast convened the meeting at 9:00 a.m. A roll call was taken and the following
attendance was recorded for these minutes.

PRESENT:
Theodore Bucon
Linda Cohen
Jane Kenny
Norman Schleiffer
John Valeri, Esq.
Robert Troast, President
Michael Higgins

ABSENT: Robert Kubick

Public Attendees: NONE

Also in Attendance:
Dorcas K. O'Neal, Executive Director; Rhonda Pope Stephens, Deputy Attorney General; Linda Goba
and Monica Perkins, Staff.

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Board reviewed the Public Session Minutes of September 10, 2003. On a motion by Linda Cohen
seconded by John Valeri, the Board unanimously approved the minutes as submitted.

II. OLD BUSINESS

None

III. APPRENTICE MATTERS

a. The Board reviewed a letter submitted by Edna Rodriguez advising that she was not eligible for the
September 2003 examination due to lack of educational requirements. On a motion by Linda Cohen
seconded by Ted Bucon, the Board will grant an extension until the March 2004 examination.

b. The Board reviewed a letter submitted by Jamie Mazzarelli advising that she will not be eligible for
the September 2003 examination due to lack of educational requirements and requesting an extension
of her apprentice dispenser permit. On a motion by Linda Cohen seconded by Norman Schleiffer, the
Board unanimously determined to grant Ms. Mazzarelli an extension until the September 2004



examination because most of the required ophthalmic courses are given in the fall semesters.

c. The Board reviewed a request for an application for the Ophthalmic Technicians Examination from
Suzanne Moberg. No other documents were enclosed. It appears that more information in needed to
address any issues Ms. Moberg may have. It was the consensus of the Board to request transcripts,
proof of enrollment, and a letter stating any other issues she may have. This matter will reagendized
upon receipt of information.

IV. NEW BUSINESS

a. The Board reviewed a letter submitted by Jon Bright, Chairman of the National Committee of State
Regulatory Boards inviting the Board to attend its annual meeting held in conjunction with Opticians
Association of America in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. It was the consensus of the Board that board
member Michael Higgins and the Executive Director will attend the meeting.

b. The Board reviewed the Board of Optometry Regular Session Agenda for September 17, 2003 as
informational. It was the consensus of the Board request proposed new rule: N.J.A.C. 13:35-6.23
Presence of Chaperones for the next meeting.

c. The Board reviewed the Board of Optometry Regular Session Minutes for June11, 2003 as
informational.

d. The Board reviewed a letter submitted by Conrado Bacuyag of Neil A. Weinrib, & Associates
inquiring as to the licensure requirements of a Ophthalmic Medical Technologist whose duties include
collecting vital data and performing special testing to aid the Ophthalmologist in diagnosis and
treatment of patients including lensometry, tonometry, measurements of flients pressure within the
eyeball, application of eye dressing and eye drops, maintenance of instruments; measurement of
refractive power, eye movement and field of vision; photography of the eye and electronic testing.

Based on the limited information provided, and the fact that the Board does not license ophthalmic
medical technologists, it was the consensus of the Board to refer the Board of Medical Examiners.

e. The Board reviewed the Division of Law Billing for August 11, 2003 as informational.

V. OTHER BUSINESS

a. The Continuing Education Committee, Michael Higgins and Norman Schleiffer submitted a proposal
for revisions of sponsorship annual fees. The fees were adjusted as follow for non-profit from $100.00
to $150.00 and profit from $100.00 to $500.00. On a motion by John Valeri seconded by Ted Bucon,
the new annual sponsorship fee for profit organization will be $500.00 and non-profit will be $150.00.
This will become effective January 1, 2004.

There being no other business to come before the Board in Public Session, on a motion by Ted Bucon,
seconded by John Valeri, the meeting was adjourned. The Board convened into Executive Session for
the purpose of receiving counsel to hold nine (9) investigative inquiries, to review two consumer
complaints, to review three inspection of premises reports, to review three matters of new business and
three matters involving old business.

The Board recommended in Public Session. The following disciplinary actions are reported in these
minutes.

DISPLINARY ACTIONS

a. I/M/O Robert Hall - In accordance with the terms and conditions of the Consent Order, Mr. Hall@s



license was suspended for 1 year, 9 months active 3 months stayed. Mr. Hall was to appear before the
Board prior to restoration of his license to discuss his readiness to re-enter the practice of ophthalmic
dispensing. The hearing was held this date. All penalties were paid and terms of suspension served.

Mr. Hall apologized to the Board and fellow opticians and stated that he was committed to abiding by
the statutes and regulations governing the practice of ophthalmic dispensing in the State of New Jersey.
On a motion by Robert Kubick seconded by John Valeri, the Board unanimously voted to re-instate the
license of Robert Hall.

b. I/M/O Sonia Luna - The Board reviewed the signed copy of Sonia Luna's settlement letter with the
initial payment of $1,952.16 as informational and will be reported into the Public Session Minutes.

The next schedule meeting will be November 12, 2003. There being no other business to come before
the Board in Public Session, the meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dorcas K. O'Neal
Executive Director

 


	Local Disk
	STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF OPHTHALMIC DISPENSERS AND OPHTHALMIC TECHNICIANS


