
New Jersey State Board of Ophthalmic Dispensers
and Ophthalmic Technicians Minutes

Public Session Minutes
October 9, 2002

The October meeting of the State Board of Examiners of Ophthalmic Dispensers and Ophthalmic Technicians was
convened in accordance with its notice to the Secretary of State, the Bergen Record, the Trenton Times, the Courier
Post and the Star Ledger and was conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act.

President Robert Troast convened the meeting at 9:00 a.m. A roll call was taken and the following attendance was
recorded for these minutes.

PRESENT:

Linda Cohen 
Michael Higgins
Jane Kenny
Robert Kubick
Norman Schleiffer
John Valeri, Esq.
Robert Troast, President

ABSENT:

Theodore Bucon

Public Attendees:

NONE

Also in Attendance:

Dorcas O'Neal, Executive Director; Rhonda Pope Stephens, Deputy Attorney General; Linda Goba and Monica
Perkins, Staff.

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Board reviewed the Public Session Minutes of September 18, 2002. On a motion by John Valeri seconded by
Linda Cohen the Board unanimously approved the minutes as submitted.

II. OLD BUSINESS

a. The Board of Ophthalmic Dispensers and Ophthalmic Technicians is awaiting the advice from the Attorney
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General's Office regarding 1-800-CONTACTS an Internet company selling contact lens in New Jersey to consumers
without an proper prescription. To date no opinion has been issued from the Attorney General. It was the consensus of
the Board to forward copies of all complaints and other inquiries regarding 1-800-CONTACTS to the Attorney
General's Office requesting that the opinion written by the former DAG Kathy Rohr, submitted on November 15, 2001,
be reviewed.

III. APPRENTICE MATTERS

a. Betsy Bayamakou requested an excused absence from the September 2002 examination for medical reasons. On a
motion by Michael Higgins seconded by Robert Kubick an extension was granted due to child birth. Board staff
will notify Ms. Bayamakou in writing.

b. Alexanrda Sauter requested an excused absence from the September 2002 examination for medical reasons. On a
motion by Linda Cohen seconded by Robert Kubick an extension was granted due to a herniated disc. Board
staff will notify Ms. Sauter in writing.

IV. STATUTES AND LEGISLATION (FYI)

a. The Board reviewed the Proposed New Rule: N.J.A.C. 13:35-7.1A, 7.4, and 7.4A - Examination of patient's
condition required prior to dispensing drugs or issuing a prescription; exceptions; facsimile transmitted prescriptions;
electronically transmitted prescriptions. On a motion by Robert Kubick seconded by Linda Cohen, the Board
unanimously supports this bill because it facilitates service to the consumer.

b. The Board reviewed the Proposed Amendment: N.J.A.C. 13:35-6.20 Addition of Kinevac (CCK) to list of approved
non-radioactive materials licensed nuclear medicine technologies may administer as informational.

V. NEW BUSINESS

a. Suzie Crotsley submitted a letter inquiring as to whether it is permissible to embroider her name and license number
on a lab jacket and be in compliance with N.J.A.C. 13.33-1.42, Identification tags. On a motion by Robert Kubick
seconded by Norman Schleiffer, the Board unanimously determined that so long as the lettering on the lab
jacket meets all height and size, requirements, then it would suffice. However, Ms. Crotsley must also have a pin
ID tag in the office for emergency purposes.

b. Deborah Daniels submitted a letter describing her experience of trying on contact lens after an eye examination by
Dr. Harold Weisman and requested Board opinion regarding the safety of trying on sample contact lenses. On a
motion by Robert Kubick seconded by John Valeri, the Board will refer this letter to Optometry. The letter is in
regards to an Optometrist office and is not under the jurisdiction of the Board.

c. The Board discussed a Public Service Announcement to be issued by October 30, 2002 informing public of possible
dangers in wearing contact lenses being sold in boutique shops, costume shops, beauty supply stores and other such
establishments. Mr Troast spoke with the Director's Office (Consumer Affairs) regarding the Board's intention. He was
told that he would be advised. Subsequently, the Director notified the office that such an announcement would be
appropriate and that Genene Morris, Public Relations would prepare the announcement.

There being no other business to come before the Board in Public Session, on a motion by John Valeri, seconded by
Robert Kubick, the meeting was adjourned. The Board convened into Executive Session for the purpose of receiving
counsel, to review four consumer complaints, three inspections, and three matters involving old business.

The Board reconvened in Public Session: The next scheduled meeting is November13, 2002. There being no other
business to come before the Board on a motion by Michael Higgins, seconded by Norman Schleiffer, the meeting was
adjourned at 2:00.

Respectfully submitted,



Dorcas K. O'Neal
Executive Director

New Jersey State Board of Ophthalmic
Dispensers

and Ophthalmic Technicians

Medical and Mental Health Related
Professional Boards

Feedback
Survey

Consumer Affairs
Home Page

NJ Dept. of Law and Public Safety
Home Page

State of NJ Home
Page

Posted February 2003
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