
New Jersey State Board of Optometrists
Regular Session Minutes 

January 21, 2009

A regular meeting of the New Jersey State Board of Optometrists was held at 124 Halsey Street, Newark on
the 6th floor on Wednesday, January 21, 2009. Leonard Steiner, O.D., President of the Board, announced
that pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act notice of this meeting was prepared in the office of the
Board and mailed out to the Secretary of State, the Attorney General, the Star Ledger, the Record, the Press
of Atlantic City, the Asbury Park Press, and the Trenton Times. The meeting was called to order at 9:30
A.M. A roll call was taken and the following attendance was recorded:

PAUL BENT                                        Present
GIGETTE COLLAZO HARFST, O.D.    Present
RICHARD FAVREAU, O.D.                  Absent 
MITCHELL FINK, O.D.                        Absent
JOHN FLORIO, O.D.                          Present 
LEONARD STEINER, O.D.                  Present

Also present were: CARMEN RODRIGUEZ, Deputy Attorney General; LISA PETROWSKI,
Executive Director

I. Public Comment 

II. Approval of Regular Session Minutes

A. November 19, 2008

A motion was made by Dr. Harfst and seconded by Dr. Florio to approve the November 19,
2008 Regular Session Minutes as presented. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a
unanimous vote.

III. New Business

A. Letter from Lauren Bacharach, O.D.
RE: Practice Location

Dr. Steiner recused himself. The Board no longer had a quorum due to Dr. Steiner’s recusal and reviewed
this matter as a Committee of the Board.

Dr. Bacharach inquired whether she could examine patients at nursing homes and assisted living facilities
and maintain the patient records in an office at her home. Dr. Bacharach advised the Board that the office
in her home would be secured by an alphanumeric code lock and all the equipment necessary for providing
full eye examination would be in portable form. Dr. Bacharach advised the Board that she is practicing
part-time in one location and inquired whether her home office would require a branch office license.

A motion was made by Mr. Bent and seconded by Dr. Florio to recommend to the Board that Dr.
Bacharach be advised that she can maintain the patient records in an office at her home and she must apply
for a branch license for this additional office location. Dr. Bacharach will also be advised that because her
office is in her home, she must consent to make her home address public. A vote was taken and the motion
carried by a unanimous vote.

B. Letter from Nancy Laifer, O.D.
RE: Continuing Education

Licensees who are selected to participate in the continuing education audit can submit courses that have not



been pre-approved by the Board or approved by COPE (Council of Optometric Practitioner Education) and
the Board determines on a case by case basis whether the courses meet the requirements set forth in
N.J.A.C. 13:38-7.4 et seq and may be granted credit.

Dr. Laifer participated in the 2007 continuing education audit. In response to the 2007 continuing education
audit, Dr. Laifer provided the Board with proof of attendance for an infectious disease control course that
she took on August 3, 2006 and a Medicare reimbursement for ophthalmology/optometry course that she
took on October 4, 2006 that were not pre-approved by the Board and were not COPE (Council of
Optometric Practitioner Education ) approved. At that time Dr. Laifer asked the Board whether they would
approve these courses which would count towards carryover credit.

The Board advised Dr. Laifer in September of 2007 that she would need to provide them with additional
information concerning the courses, such as course outlines, books or pamphlets.

Dr. Laifer provided the Board with the additional information concerning these courses and asked the
Board whether they would approve these courses.

After review of the additional information, a motion was made by Mr. Bent and seconded by Dr. Harfst to
approve the courses. Dr. Laifer now has 12 continuing education credits that she can carryover from the last
renewal period. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

C. Letter from Simi B. Sethi, O.D.
RE: Credentialing Course

Dr. Sethi graduated from a college of optometry in June of 2005. Dr. Sethi applied for licensure and
inquired whether she would be eligible to apply for an oral certification.

A motion was made by Dr. Harfst and seconded by Dr. Florio to advise Dr. Sethi that based upon the
information she supplied, she would be eligible to apply for an oral certification. A vote was taken and the
motion carried by a unanimous vote.

D. 10:00 A.M. Discussion with Darlene Kane, Budget Officer

Darlene Kane, Budget Officer, met with the Board concerning a fee credit for the Board of Optometrists’
2009-2011 biennial renewal. Ms. Kane advised the Board that the following reduced fees will apply to the
2009-2011 biennial renewal exclusively: $250.00 active license will be reduced to $75.00; $250.00 branch
registration will be reduced to $75.00; $250.00 therapeutic pharmaceutical agent certification (OM and TO)
will be reduced to $75.00; $25.00 branch therapeutic pharmaceutical agent certification will be reduced to
$10.00 and $100.00 Inactive-paid license will be reduced to $50.00.

The reduced fees will not apply to new licensees. The 2009-2011 renewal fees for new licensees will remain
$250.00 for active license; $250.00 for a branch registration; $250.00 for a therapeutic pharmaceutical agent
certification (OM and TO) and $25.00 for a branch therapeutic pharmaceutical agent certification.

IV. For Your Information

A. New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners’
January 14, 2009 Open Board Agenda

The Board reviewed the New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners’ January 14, 2009 Open Board Agenda
and considered it informational.

B. New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners’
January 14, 2009 Open Agenda of Disciplinary Actions 
Pending Conclusion



The Board reviewed the New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners’ January 14, 2009 Open Agenda of
Disciplinary Actions pending Conclusion and considered it informational.

C. New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners’ 
November 12, 2008 Open Board Minutes

The Board reviewed the New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners’ November 12, 2009 Open Board
Minutes and considered them informational.

D. New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners’
November 12, 2008 Open Minutes of Disciplinary Actions 
Pending Conclusion

The Board reviewed the New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners’ November 12, 2008 Open Minutes of
Disciplinary Actions Pending Conclusion and considered them informational.

Upon a motion made by Dr. Harfst and seconded by Dr. Florio, the Board voted to go into Executive
Session to discuss the following matters involving investigations or violations of the Board’s enabling act,
the Uniform Enforcement Act and/or Board regulations.

1. Two matters filed with the board which requires review and additional recommendations with regard to
investigations and/or actions.

2. Five matters where additional information has been submitted to the Board concerning pending
investigations.

V. Adjournment

A motion was made by Dr. Harfst and seconded by Dr. Florio to adjourn the Regular Session Meeting at
1:00 P.M. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Petrowski
Executive Director
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