
NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF OPTOMETRISTS
REGULAR SESSION MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 15, 2004

A regular meeting of the New Jersey State Board of Optometrists was held at 124 Halsey Street, Newark on the
6th floor on Wednesday, September 15, 2004. Mitchell Fink, O.D., President of the Board, announced that
pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 321, P.L., notice of this meeting was prepared in the office of
the Board and mailed out to the Secretary of State, the Attorney General, the Star Ledger, the Record, the Press
of Atlantic City, the Asbury Park Press, and the Trenton Times. The meeting was called to order at 9:10 A.M. A
roll call was taken and the following attendance was recorded:

GIGETTE COLLAZO, O.D. Absent
GORDON COMPTON Present 
MITCHELL FINK, O.D. Present
JOHN FLORIO, O.D. Present 
MAYOR JAMES GUIDA Present 
JOSE JIMENEZ JR. Present 
JOSEPH SCHKOLNICK, O.D. Present 
LEONARD STEINER, O.D. Present

Also present were: SUSAN H. GARTLAND, Executive Director; CARMEN RODRIGUEZ, Deputy Attorney
General; LISA PETROWSKI, Assistant to the Executive Director.

Timothy J. Martin of MBI Government Relations attended the Public Session Meeting.

I. Public Comment

II. Approval of Regular Session Minutes

A. July 21, 2004

A motion was made by Dr. Steiner and seconded by Mr. Compton to accept the July 21, 2004 Regular Session
Minutes as presented. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

III. Board Review of New Jersey Administrative Code Title 13, Chapter 38 New Jersey State Board of
Optometrists Subchapter 4. Therapeutic Pharmaceutical Agents (TPA) Certification; Subchapter 5. Fee
Schedule; and Subchapter 6. Records for Sunsetting

The Board completed their review of Administrative Code Title 13, Chapter 38 New Jersey State Board of
Optometrists Subchapter 4. Therapeutic Pharmaceutical Agents (TPA) Certification; Subchapter 5. Fee Schedule;
and Subchapter 6. Records with Danielle Swenson, Regulatory Analyst, for Sunsetting and made
recommendations for additional language and clarification of existing language. The Board will review
Administrative Code Title 13, Chapter 38 New Jersey State Board of Optometrists Subchapter 7. Continuing
Professional Optometric Education at its October 20, 2004 meeting.

IV New Business

A. Assembly, No. 321 (Synopsis - Permits certain licensed individuals, when advertising, to use their legal
names, maiden names or nicknames under certain circumstances) - Introduced in the 2004 Session

A motion was made by Dr. Steiner and seconded by Mr. Compton to advise its legislative liaison that the Board
supports A-321 as it would require all names used in a licensee’s practice to be disclosed. A vote was taken and
the motion carried by a unanimous vote.



B. Assembly, No. 661 (Synopsis - Provides that information about residence of persons licensed by certain
professional boards shall not be disclosed to the public.) - Introduced in the 2004 Session

A motion was made by Dr. Steiner and seconded by Mayor Guida to advise its legislative liaison that the Board
supports A-661. The Board noted that if a licensee had their practice in their home then the address of their
residence would be disclosed to the public as their address of record. A vote was taken and the motion carried by
a unanimous vote.

C. Assembly, No. 888 (Synopsis - Allows inactive licensees to complete required continuing education at any
time prior to reactivating license.) - Introduced in the 2004 Session

A motion was made by Dr. Steiner and seconded by Dr. Schkolnick to advise its legislative liaison that the Board
is opposed to A-888 as it is written. The Board would support A-888 if it required completion of the continuing
education credits within two years prior to reinstatement of the licensee as the continuing education would then
be based on current information. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

D. Assembly, No. 1201 (Synopsis - Requires photographs on identification cards for health care professionals
issued by professional licensing boards.) - Introduced in the 2004 Session

A motion was made by Dr. Schkolnick and seconded by Dr. Florio to advise its legislative liaison that the Board
supports A-1201. It would reassure the public that the professional is licensed by the Division of Consumer
Affairs and the Board and is in fact the person in the photograph. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a
unanimous vote.

E. Assembly, No. 1101 (Synopsis - Modifies licensure requirements for optometrists) - Introduced in the 2004
Session

A motion was made by Dr. Steiner and seconded by Mr. Jimenez to strongly support A-1101. A comment will be
drafted by D.A.G. Rodriguez with the Board’s recommendations. The Board will review the draft comment at its
October 20, 2004. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

F. Memorandum from Reni Erdos, Director of Consumer Affairs RE: Optometrist Scope of Practice Ocular
Pharmacology

Assembly, No. 2825, which revises the scope of practice of optometrists, was enacted on August 7, 2004. Within
90 days from enactment of this bill an advisory panel of experts in ocular pharmacology must be created to
prepare or endorse credentialing requirements for approval by the New Jersey State Board of Optometrists in
order for New Jersey licensed optometrists to move to the next level of prescribing ocular pharmaceutical agents.
A representative of a school of optometry must be selected by the Board of Optometrists to serve on this advisory
panel.

After the Board reviewed a number of resumes, a motion was made by Mr. Jimenez and seconded by Mr.
Compton to appoint Mitchell W. Dul, O.D. from the State University of New York College of Optometry to serve
on the advisory panel as the representative of the school of optometry. A vote was taken and the motion carried
by a unanimous vote.

A motion was made by Dr. Schkolnick and seconded by Mayor Guida to appoint Richard J. Madonna, O.D. from
the State University of New York College of Optometry to serve on the advisory panel if Dr. Dul cannot serve on
the advisory panel for any unforseen reason. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

G. Assembly No. 2319

A motion was made by Mayor Guida and seconded by Mr. Compton to take no position on A-2319. A vote was
taken and Mr. Jimenez abstained while all others voted in favor. The motion carried by a majority vote.



H. Letter from Anthony Di Stefano, O.D. from the Pennsylvania College of Optometry RE: Third Year Student
Externships

This matter was held until the October 20, 2004 meeting.

V. For Your Information

A. Letter from John J. Florio, O.D. RE: Resignation from the New Jersey Society of Optometric Physicians
Board of Directors and the Legislative Committee

The Board reviewed the letter from Dr. Florio concerning his resignation from the New Jersey Society of
Optometric Physicians Board of Directors and its Legislative Committee and considered it informational.

B. American Optometric Association’s July 29, 2004 Bulletin

The Board reviewed the American Optometric Association’s July 29, 2004 Bulletin and considered it
informational.

C. September, 2004 issue of the Ophthalmology Compliance & Reimbursement Insider

The Board reviewed the September, 2004 issue of the Ophthalmology Compliance & Reimbursement Insider and
considered it informational.

D. Signed Assurance of Voluntary Compliance letters

1. Laila Colicchio, O.D.

The Board is in receipt of a signed Assurance of Voluntary Compliance letter from Laila Colicchio, O.D. for
violation of N.J.A.C.13:38-1.2(f)2 General advertising practices. An Assurance of Voluntary Compliance letter is
a letter of warning with no disciplinary action taken against Dr. Colicchio. The Board considers this matter to be
concluded.

2. Stephen Kowalsky, O.D.

The Board is in receipt of a signed Assurance of Voluntary Compliance letter from Stephen Kowalsky, O.D. for
violation of N.J.A.C. 13:38-1.2(h) General advertising practices. An Assurance of Voluntary Compliance letter is
a letter of warning with no disciplinary action taken against Dr. Kowalsky. The Board considers this matter to be
concluded.

3. William Velardi, Jr., O.D.

The Board is in receipt of a signed Assurance of Voluntary Compliance letter from William Velardi, Jr., O.D. for
violation of N.J.A.C. 13:38-1.2(h) General advertising practices. An Assurance of Voluntary Compliance letter is
a letter of warning with no disciplinary action taken against Dr. Velardi. The Board considers this matter to be
concluded.

4. Ilaxi Rana, O.D.

The Board is in receipt of a signed Assurance of Voluntary Compliance letter from Ilaxi Rana, O.D. for violation
of N.J.A.C. 13:38-1.2(f)2 &(l) General advertising practices. An Assurance of Voluntary Compliance letter is a
letter of warning with no disciplinary action taken against Dr. Rana. The Board considers this matter to be
concluded.

5. Harry Sklar, O.D.

The Board is in receipt of a signed Assurance of Voluntary Compliance letter from Harry Sklar, O.D. for



violation of N.J.A.C. 13:38-1.2(h) General advertising practices. An Assurance of Voluntary Compliance letter is
a letter of warning with no disciplinary action taken against Dr. Sklar. The Board considers this matter to be
concluded.

E. Signed Settlement letter - Saras Raghuvir Rustagi, O.D.

The Board is in receipt of a signed Settlement letter together with a check in the amount of one thousand dollars
($1,000.00) from Dr. Rustagi for violation of N.J.S.A. 45:12-9 Registration renewal fee; nonactive renewal
certificate; obtaining active certificate of registration after 5 years; branch office registration certificates;
revocation. The Board considers this matter to be concluded.

VI. Adjournment

A motion was made by Dr. Steiner and seconded by Mr. Compton to adjourn the Regular Session Meeting at 3:10
P.M. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan H. Gartland
Executive Director
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