
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ADVISORY COUNCIL

PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES
July 10, 2012

The New Jersey State Occupational Therapy Advisory Council held it’s a special meeting on 
July 10  2012, at the State Office Building at 124 Halsey Street, 6th Floor, Newark, N.J. The meeting
was convened in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, with prior notification having been
sent to the Secretary of State and the following publications: The Record in Bergen County, The Star
Ledger, Camden Courier Post, Trenton Times,  Aisling Swift Press of Atlantic City, and Asbury
Park Press to advise of the scheduling of this meeting. The meeting was called to order by
Chairperson Betty Thomas at 9:30 a.m.

Opening Statement - Regarding compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act

Present Council Members: Betty Thomas, O.T., Chairperson
Mariann E. Moran, O.T. 
Tiffany Charles, O.T.
Aida Mendez-Boud, O.T.A., Vice Chair 

Also Present Deputy Attorney General Nancy Miller and
Executive Director Laura L. Anderson

I. OLD BUSINESS

1.      Foreign Trained Applicants

At a recent meeting, the Council scheduled a special meeting to discuss issues related to
foreign trained applicants licensure.

The Council met to discuss the procedure if should adopt to evaluate the credentials of
foreign trained applicants who graduated from programs that were not accredited by the
World Federation of Occupational Therapy at the time of the applicant’s graduation.
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The Occupational Therapy Licensing Act at N.J.S.A. 45:9-47-69, requires the education  
to be substantially equivalent to the program required for licensure in this State.
The Council extensively reviewed various options, and consulted with representatives of the
National Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy (“NBCOT”). The Council assessed
the review of applicants performed by NBCOT prior to qualifying to sit for the examination.

The Council, upon motion made by Mariann E. Moran and seconded by 
Aida Mendez-Boud, voted to accept the NBCOT educational credential evaluation that
an educational program was comparable to meet the requirements of 
N.J.S.A. 45:9-47.69.  Applicants will be asked to submit a letter of verification from
NBCOT as part of their application.

The vote was unanimous

At 11:30 A.M. the Council, upon motion made by Tiffany Charles and seconded by 
Aida Mendez-Boud, voted to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Laura L. Anderson
Executive Director
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