
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ADVISORY COUNCIL
PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

DECEMBER 7, 2006

The meeting of the New Jersey State Occupational Therapy Advisory Council was held on December 7, 2006 at
the State Office Building at 124 Halsey Street, 6th Floor, Newark, NJ. The meeting was convened in accordance
with the Open Public Meetings Act with previous notification having been sent to the Secretary of State and the
following publications: The Record in Bergen County, The Star Ledger, Camden Courier Post, Trenton Times,
Aisling Swift Press of Atlantic City and Asbury Park Press, to advise of the scheduling of this meeting. The
meeting was called to order by Chairperson Betty Thomas at 9:45 A.M.

Opening Statement - Reading of "The Sunshine Law"

Present - Council Members: Betty Thomas, O.T., Chairperson, Aida E. Mendez-Boud, O.T.A., Vice-Chairperson
and Mariann E. Moran, O.T.

Also, Present: Deputy Attorney General Nancy Costello Miller, Regulatory Analyst Maryann Sheehan, Executive
Director Laura L. Anderson and Recording Secretary Maria Ormeno-Bertorelli.

MINUTES - The Council, upon motion made by Aida E. Mendez-Boud and seconded by Mariann E. Moran,
voted to accept the September 14, 2006 Minutes as presented.

I. LEGISLATION

1. ASSEMBLY BILL NUMBER A-3623

The Council reviewed, considered assembly bill number A-3623 introduced October 23, 2006, which establishes
certificates of rehabilitation for certain persons with criminal records.

The Council, upon motion made by Aida Mendez-Boud and seconded by Mariann Moran, supports this bill
because it clearly states that it will not prevent the Council from exercising its discretionary power regarding
licensing of occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants.

II. REPORTS

1. FY2006 BUDGET REPORT (FINAL)

The Council reviewed the fiscal year 2006 final budget report received from Darlene Kane, Budget Officer.

The Council considered this material as informational.

III. CORRESPONDENCE

1. Karen Murphy, OT Lic # 46TR00265800

The Council reviewed a letter from Ms. Murphy an occupational therapist who practices in a private school, she
asked the Council clarification of the law regarding specific interventions.

The Council will advise Ms. Murphy that techniques such as direct joint approximation are within the scope of
occupational therapy practice but are not exclusive to occupational therapy. The Council declines to comment on
scope of practice of other professionals. It notes that certain techniques may be performed by parents or aides.

2. THE AMERICAN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ASSOCIATION, INC ("AOTA")



A. The Council reviewed AOTA Newsletter Volume 9, Issue 4.

The Council considered this material as informational.

B. The Council reviewed the Final Approved Model Occupational Therapy Practice Act.

The Council considered this material as informational.

C. The Council reviewed an e mail received from Sue Graves, Senior Program Manager, (AOTA), regarding the
new Accreditation Council of Occupational Therapy Evaluators (ACOTE) Accreditation Standards Adopted.

IV. LICENSEES’ REQUESTS

1. Michelle A. Gellman License #46TR00141300

The Council reviewed a letter from Ms Gellman in response to the Council’s Uniform Penalty Letter for her
failure to renew her license within the appropriate time for the biennial licensing period 2005-2007.

The Council, after full consideration of Ms. Gellman’s submission, upon motion made by Aida Mendez-Boud
and seconded by Mariann Moran, voted to sustain the $ 250.00 penalty.

V. PROPOSED MEETING DATES

The Council reviewed and scheduled meeting dates for calender year 2007,

January 11, 2007 July 12, 2007
March 15, 2007 September 20, 2007
May 10, 2007 November 8, 2007

VI. RULES AND REGULATIONS

A. State Board of Chiropractic Examiners 
PROPOSED READOPTION WITH Amendments: N.J.A.C. 13:44E

At its September 14, 2006 meeting, the Council reviewed a copy of the proposed readoption with amendments:
N.J.A.C. 13:44E from the State Board of Chiropractic Examiners, which appeared in the August 21, 2006 issue of
the NJ Register.

The Council considered this material informational but also directed Executive Director Anderson to obtain
information regarding the Physical Therapy Board’s comments to the proposed readoption.

Executive Director Anderson identified the areas of the Physical Therapy Board’s comments to the proposal and
noted that the Chiropractic Board had adopted the regulations as proposed.

B. The Council reviewed a proposed amendment to N.J.A.C 13:45B-14.2 The intent of this proposal is to require
registration for businesses that place individuals who provide health care reviews to those who are impaired or
infirm through injury, sickness or advanced age, and are incapable of fully caring for themselves.

The Council considered this material as informational.

C. Modalities

The Council reviewed a draft prepared by regulatory Analyst Maryann Sheehan and continued working on
regulations regarding physical modalities.

VII. APPLICATIONS REVIEW



The Council reviewed applications for licensure and upon motion made by Mariann E. Moran and seconded by
Aida E. Mendez-Boud, voted to approve the following applications:

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS

Adler, Miriam Lin, Wei-Hung
Andaya, Jennnifer A. Lindenberg, Rivka I.
Bachman, Matthew N. Loyola, Julissa
Barat, Chaya Greenspan Mackel, Jill
Baron, Ronni Jill Mavus, Lauren A.
Blanes, Jude S. Matz, Ruth H.
Bustos, Susana Valeria Miller, Melissa M.
Celestin, Laura Joan Mittelman, Esther M.
Coffaro, Candis McGlaughlin, Angela M.
Cox, Robert W. McMahan, Heather J.
DeMeo, Lorena M. Neuman, Ariella S.
Fath, Sarah E. Niehaus, Kimberly Ann
Felski, Christopher M. Pathak, Anagha S. 
Ferrier, Kimberly A. Pruzansky, Michelle D.
Gagneux, Nathalie Ramos, Erlynn Mae A.
Gajee, Cleveland A. Reisman, Tova H.
Genn, Vivian D. Ricca, Melanie R.
Giacobbe, Carol Rothner, Amy G.
Govender, Ushentha Schwartz, Elaine Janis
Hajare, Poonam Vidadhar Sheekey, Cara A.
Hallock, Jessica Smith, Megan E.
Hays, Heather A. Souza, Jamie L.
Hill, Stephanie L. Stern, Bonnie G. 
Hurley, Erin L. Teleposky, Nicole
Ilar, Aileen Joy Topchiev, Kimberly Ann 
Johnson, Arnita Turner, William B.
Karkera, Seema B. Willick, Karen Beth
Kelly, Mary K.

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ASSISTANTS

Bacon, Kimberly L. Hrycko, Brandi A. 
Bealer, Brittany Mae Kostyuk, Natalya St.
Campbell, Nordia Candice Lucas, Charleen B.
Cunningham, Derek J. Murphy, Melissa B.
Danzot Sanchez, Jessica M. Nutley, Kathleen M

At 11: 00 A.M. the Advisory Council upon motion made by Aida E. Mendez-Boud and seconded by Mariann E.
Moran, voted to move into the Executive Session to consider and to review consumer complaints, investigative
reports and other information received pursuant to the Council’s regulations. The result of these deliberations will
be made known when and if the Council’s determines to initiate disciplinary or other enforcement action. If the
Council determines to issue any sanction, such action will be announced in public session immediately after the
executive session.

AT 11: 00 A.M. THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE BY AIDA E. MENDEZ-BOUD AND SECONDED
BY MARIANN E. MORAN, VOTED TO ADJOURN THE PUBLIC SESSION.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 P.M.



Respectfully submitted,

Laura L. Anderson
Executive Director
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