
NEW JERSEY BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

HUDSON CONFERENCE ROOM, 6TH FLOOR

PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

NOVEMBER 20, 2009

FINAL

The November meeting of the Physician Assistant Advisory Committee was convened in accordance
with its notice to the Secretary of State, the Bergen Record, the Trenton Times, the Star Ledger and
the Courier Post and was conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Public Meeting Act.

Claire O’Connell called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.  A roll call was taken and the following
attendance was recorded for these minutes.

PRESENT: Claire O’Connell EXCUSED: George Argast
         Jeffrey Maas                       Todd Newman
         Dr. Jeffrey Berman

Also in attendance: Debra Levine, Deputy Attorney General, Dorcas K. O’Neal, Executive Director
and Kathleen Griffith.

     I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a. The Committee reviewed the Public Session Minutes for October 16, 2009.
On a motion by Jeffrey Maas, seconded by Dr. Jeffrey Berman the Minutes were
unanimously approved as submitted.

   II. OLD BUSINESS

a. N.J.A.C. 13:35-2B.10 5(I) and (ii) Ratios.  The rule was approved by the
Board of Medical Examiners June 2007.  Maryann Sheehan, Regulatory Analyst, advised on
November 4, 2009, that the rule is awaiting approval by the Governor’s Office and until it is
approved the rule changes cannot be published as a proposal.  Awaiting final approval.

2 of 3



III. NEW BUSINESS

a. The Committee reviewed an e-mail from Thomas Flynn, inquiring as to whether
physician assistants in the State of New Jersey can write a prescription for radiologic studies or
laboratory testing performed in a hospital outpatient department; whether this is within the scope
of practice for physician assistants and whether countersignature is required.

The Committee determined that no counter signature is required, pursuant to N.J.A.C.
13:35-2B.4 (a) Scope of Practice.  A licensee who has complied with the provisions of N.J.A.C.
13:35-2B.3 may perform the following procedures on a discretionary and routine basis.             .
Approaching a patient to elicit a detailed and accurate history, perform an appropriate physical
examination, identify problems, record information, interpret and present information to the
supervising physician, determine and implement therapeutic plans jointly with the supervising
physician and compile and record pertinent narrative case summaries.  Mr. Flynn will be so
advised.

b. The Committee reviewed an e-mail from Lauren London, inquiring as to whether
surgical physician assistants in the State of New Jersey are allowed to obtain consent for surgery
without an attending physician present while the form is being signed and whether surgical assistants
are allowed to obtain anesthesia consent.

The Committee determined that the physician assistant regulations do not specifically
address this matter.  However, individual hospitals have by-laws governing consent.  Ms. London
will be advised to confer with the hospital. 

c. The Committee reviewed an e-mail from Bob Surovec, inquiring as to whether
 physician assistants in the State of New Jersey can order and/or purchase prescription (legend)
drugs and Controlled Substance drugs from a distributor in an office or clinical setting and whether
they are limited to ordering/requesting professional samples.

The Committee determined that a letter be sent to Mr. Sorovec advising that based on the
limited facts presented, physician assistants may accept samples.  As to the ordering or purchasing
of legend drugs the Committee recommends that he review a copy of the Board of Medical
Examiners regulations SUBCHAPTER 7. Prescription, Administration and Dispensing of Drugs
N.J.A.C. 13:35-7.1 et seq.  Mr. Surovec will be so advised.

d. The Commit reviewed a fax from Sharon Jacobson, PA-C, Englewood OB/GYN
Associates, inquiring as to whether physician assistants in the State of New Jersey can operate a
bone densitometry machine under the supervision of a physician.
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The Committee determined that a physician assistant may not operate a bone densitometry
machine.  This falls under the Department of Environmental Protection, Division of
Environmental Safety, Health and Analytical Programs Radiation Protection Programs, P.
O. Box 415, Trenton, New Jersey.  Telephone: (609) 984-5890.  Ms. Jacobson will be advised
to contact the Department of Environmental Protection.

 IV. REVIEW OF BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS MINUTES AND AGENDA

a. The Committee reviewed the Ratified Open Board Minutes for September 9, 2009
of the Board of Medical Examiners, as informational.

b. The Committee reviewed the Ratified Open Board Minutes Disciplinary-Matters
for September 9, 2009 of the Board of Medical Examiners, as informational.  

c. The Committee reviewed the Open Board Agenda for November 4, 2009 of the
Board of Medical Examiners, as informational.

d. The Committee reviewed the Open Board Agenda Disciplinary-Matters for
November 4,  2009 of the Board of Medical Examiners, as informational.

     V. REVENUE REPORT

a. The Committee reviewed the Revenue Report for October, 2009, as
informational.

There being no other business to come before the Committee in Public Session, on a motion by
Jeffrey Maas, seconded by Dr. Jeffrey Berman, the Public Session was adjourned and the Committee
convened in Executive Session for the purpose of receiving counsel, to conduct one (1) investigative
inquiry, to review three (3) items of old business, three items of (3) of new business and four (4)
applications.

The Committee reconvened in Public Session.  The next scheduled meeting is January 15, 2010.
There being no other business to come before the Committee in Public Session the meeting was
adjourned at 12:00 noon.

Respectfully submitted,
                                                                                 Physician Assistant Advisory Committee

Dorcas K. O’Neal
Executive Director
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