
New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners
Physician Assistant Advisory Committee

Hudson Conference Room (6th Floor)
Public Session Minutes

December 20, 2002

Final

The December meeting of the Physician Assistant Advisory Committee was convened in accordance with its
notice to the Secretary of State, Bergen Record, Trenton Times, Star Ledger and the Courier Post and was
conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meeting Act.

President Walsh called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. A roll call was taken and the following attendance was
recorded for these minutes.

PRESENT: Kevin Walsh       Mary Kral
Dr. Mary Ibrahim       LaNelle McKay

Also in attendance: Susan Gartland, Executive Director, Debra Levine, Deputy Attorney General, Kathleen
Griffith and Nermin Ibrahim, Staff.

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a. The Committee reviewed the Public Session Minutes of November 15, 2002. Redactions were made as follow.

Page 2, Item III a, line 3, of the minutes were redacted to reflect "that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45: 9-27.12 (b). No
person shall assume, represent himself as, or use the title or designation "physician assistant" or "physician
assistant-certified" or the abbreviation "PA-C" or any other title or designation which indicates or implies that
he is a physician assistant unless that person is licensed pursuant to section 4 of this act and N.J.S.A. 45:9-27.15.
(6), any entry by a physician assistant in a clinical record is appropriately signed and followed by the
designation, "PA-C".

Page 2, Item III c, line 4, of the minutes were redacted to reflect "these questions are not addressed by the
physician assistant Practice Act".

Page 3, Item 5, line 6, of the minutes were redacted to reflect "a representative" (of the New Jersey State Society
of Physician Assistants be invited). On a motion by Dr. Mary Ibrahim, seconded by LaNelle McKay, the
minutes were accepted as redacted.

II. OLD BUSINESS

a. There were no items of old business.

III. NEW BUSINESS

a. The Committee reviewed a letter from David N. Tornberg, M..D, MPH, Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense inquiring as to the possibility of military physician assistants being licensed in the State of New Jersey.
The Committee reviewed the survey and determined that further clarification was needed on a number of
the questions.



On a motion by Mary Kral, seconded by Dr. Mary Ibrahim, the Committee unanimously voted that a letter
be sent to Dr. Tornberg indicating that the survey requires further clarification for many questions,
therefore, the Committee is unable to respond to the survey at this time. A copy of the application and the
statutes and regulations which govern the practice of physician assistants in the State of New Jersey which
will be provided to Dr. Tornberg as a reference to the questions on the survey. Also, Dr. Tornberg will be
advised that if he has further questions he should contact the Physician Assistant Advisory Committee.

b. The Committee reviewed a letter from Ronald Skalsky requesting licensure as a physician assistant in the
State of New Jersey, although he was denied to sit for the National Commission on Certification of Physician
Assistants (NCCPA) examination twice. On a motion by Mary Kral, seconded by LaNelle McKay the
Committee unanimously voted that a letter be sent to Mr. Skalsky advising that pursuant to N.J.A.C.13:
35-2B.5 (a) 4, which states that an applicant must pass the National Commission on Certification of
Physician Assistants (NCCPA) examination except as set forth in N.J.A.C. 13:35-2B.5 (b) which states that
an applicant who submits satisfactory proof that he or she holds a current license, certification or
registration to practice as a physician assistant in a state which has standards substantially equivalent to
those of this State shall be deemed to satisfy the examination requirement set forth in (a) 4 above. This
matter will be reagendized.

c. The Committee reviewed an e-mail from Andrea Roose inquiring as to what authorizations a doctor needs
from any board within the State of New Jersey before allowing a physician assistant to practice within the office
or allowing a physician assistant student to perform their clinical rotations in that office; whether a physician
must file any reports with New Jersey boards regarding the physician assistant employed in that office, especially
on the evaluation of the physician assistant student; whether a physician assistant doing clinical rotations also can
perform most of the procedures that the physician can perform; whether a physician assistant student doing
clinical rotations can also perform all of these procedures and/or whether a student doing clinical rotations is
required to perform certain procedures in order to obtain credit for the clinical rotations; and finally, whether the
physician is to be physically present at all times when the student is with the patient, including the taking of
medical history.

It was the consensus of the Committee that a letter be sent to Andrea Roose advising that , as to questions
(1) and (2), pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:9-27.14 (b), a physician , health care facility, institution or veterans'
home which employs a physician assistant shall file with the board a notice of employment within 10 days
after the date on which the employment commences, on a form and in accordance with the rules to be
promulgated by the board in accordance with section 17 of this act.

Further, a physician assistant student may perform clinical rotations in an approved clinical program in
which the student is enrolled as a member. The physician is responsible for the immediate supervision of
the student.

The verification of supervision of employment form must be signed by both the supervising physician and
physician assistant. It is the responsibility of the physician assistant or the supervising physician to mail the
form to the Physician Assistant Advisory Committee.

Further, the evaluation of the physician assistant student must be reported to the physician assistant
program in which the student is enrolled as a member.

As to question (3), it was the consensus of the Committee that a physician assistant student may perform
clinical rotations provided that such rotations are approved by the physician assistant program.

As to question (4), the Committee recommends that you contact the program as to the supervision
requirements for students in a physician assistant program.

d. The Committee reviewed a letter from Previn Saunders inquiring as to whether a past felon for robbery would
be denied licensure in the State of New Jersey. It was the consensus of the Committee that if a felony
conviction is a crime of moral turpitude or a crime that adversely affects the profession, then it is grounds



for denial of licensure pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1-21 (f). However, the Committee cannot make a
determination at this time without the submission of an application and any and all relevant documents
including but not limited to transcript of sentencing, judgment of conviction and all other documentation.
A letter will be sent to Mr. Saunders so advising.

e. The Committee reviewed a letter from Lori Vacca, PA-C, inquiring as to whether a licensed physician
assistant can accept the position as "Supervisor", which is a registered nurse position. It was the consensus of
the Committee pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:35-2B.10 (b), a physician assistant shall not render care unless the
following conditions are met: 1. In an inpatient setting, the supervising physician or physician-designee is
continuously or intermittently present on-site with constant availability through electronic communications
for consultation or recall; 2. In an outpatient setting, the supervising physician or physician-designee is
constantly available through electronic communications for consultation or recall. Further, statutes require
licensure to practice as a registered nurse. Regulations for physician assistants require supervision
therefore, question two (2) is moot. A letter will be sent to Ms. Vacca so advising.

f. The Committee reviewed a letter from Danielle Ferrer, PA-C, inquiring as to whether physician assistants are
allowed to give verbal orders and if so, what specific protocols are required for verbal orders. It was the
consensus of the Committee that a copy of the Verbal Order Policy Statement adopted by the Board of
Medical Examiners will be sent to Ms. Ferrer.

IV. REVIEW OF THE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS MINUTES AND
AGENDA

a. The Committee reviewed the (Ratified) Open Board Minutes of the Board of Medical Examiners for
September 11, 2002 as informational.

b. The Committee reviewed the (Ratified) Open Board-Disciplinary Minutes of the Board of Medical
Examiners for September 11, 2002 as informational.

c. The Committee reviewed the Open Board Agenda of the Board of Medical Examiners for November 13,
2002 as informational.

d. The Committee reviewed the Open Board Agenda-Disciplinary Matters of the Board of Medical
Examiners for November 13, 2002 as informational.

e. The Committee reviewed the (Ratified) Open Board Minutes of the Board of Medical Examiners for
October 9, 2002 as informational.

f. The Committee reviewed the (Ratified) Open Board-Disciplinary Minutes of the Board of Medical
Examiners for October 9, 2002 as informational.

g. The Committee reviewed the Open Board Agenda of the Board of Medical Examiners for December 11,
2002 as informational.

h. The Committee reviewed the Open Board Agenda-Disciplinary Matters of the Board of Medical
Examiners for December 11, 2002 as informational.

V. REVIEW OF LICENSURE ACTION

a. The Committee reviewed the Summary Report of Licensure Action taken from November 8, 2002 to
December 12, 2002 as informational.

There being no other business to come before the Committee in Public Session, on a motion by Dr. Mary
Ibrahim, seconded by Mary Kral, the Public Session was adjourned and the Committee convened in



Executive Session for the purpose of receiving counsel, to review one statistical report and to review 20
applications.

The Committee re-convened in Public Session. The following licensure action was taken in Executive
Session.

V. LICENSURE ACTION

The Committee certifies that the following persons have applied for licensure; that each application has
been reviewed in detail; that all statutory requirements have been met; and that these applicants have been
approved by the Committee for licensure.

APPROVED (PERMANENT)

Abbadessa, Adele
Davidova, Elena
Kelly, Anthony
Longo, Victor
Mamounas, Maria
O'Connor, Jeanne
Pape, Cristina
Snyder, Charlene

The Committee certifies that the following applications have been reviewed and were provisionally
approved pending receipt of certain information. Upon receipt of the requested information the Committee
has authorized the Executive Director to review the documents for compliance with statutory requirements
and approve for licensure.

PROVISIONALLY APPROVED (PERMANENT)

Bukh, Olga
Randazzo, Liana

All deferred permanent and temporary applications must return to the Committee for review.

DEFERRED (PERMANENT)

Black, Brenda
Caiazzo, Tina
Dondero, Angela
Giordano, Michael
Grzeskowiak, Marina
Hager, Robert
Petner, Gary
Vitali, Richard
Zimmerman, Thomas
Zoschak, Jasmine

The next scheduled meeting is January 17, 2003. There being no other business to come before the Committee on
a motion by Dr. Mary Ibrahim, seconded by LaNelle McKay the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.



Respectfully submitted,
Physician Assistant Advisory Committee

Dorcas K. O'Neal
Executive Director
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