
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR COMMITTEE MEETING
PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

MARCH 2, 2006

I. CALL TO ORDER

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Professional Counselors Committee was called to order at 9:51 a.m. by
Committee Chair, J. Barry Mascari.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:

Committee Chair, J. Barry Mascari
Committee Vice-Chair, Abbey F. Bradway
Committee Member, Mark O’Sullivan
Committee Member, Barbara Maurer

Excused:

Committee Member, Ronald Rossell
Committee Member, Susan Devlin

Staff Present:

Executive Director, Elaine L. DeMars
Deputy Attorney General, Mileidy Perez
Administrative Staff, Celeste Sweeper
Administrative Staff, Agnes Almeida

III. APPROVAL OF PUBLIC MINUTES

On a motion made by Abbey F. Bradway, seconded by Barbara Maurer the Committee approved the February 2,
2006 minutes as presented.

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT

Students from Montclair State University attended the meeting to fulfill part of the internship requirements of the
professional counselor program offered at the University.

V. LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY

Senate Bill - 1276

Revises the procedures for suspension or revocation of licenses for overdue child support. Upon review and a
motion made by Abbey F. Bradway, seconded by Mark O’Sullivan the Committee voted to express their concern
that the intent of the proposed legislation may not be achieved through implementation. Examples were provided
of instances when the reporting of payment arrearages are not accurate. To deny a parent the credential to
practice creates barriers to employment and further exacerbates the lack of financial and health care support for
the dependent children.

VI. REGULATORY ISSUES

Committee Vice-Chair Abbey F. Bradway reported on behalf of the Regulations Committee and recommended



updating the language to N.J.A.C. 13:34-11.2 to reflect the requirement that the qualifying degree title include the
word counselor, counseling, etc and deleting current references to a related degree. Ms. Bradway also informed
the Committee that language should be added to N.J.A.C. 13:34-15.2(b) to include the biennial requirement for 3
contact hours of continuing education in the social & cultural foundations course content area to foster cultural
competency for all licensees. Finally, the Committee discussed possible regulatory changes concerning the
approval of supervisors.

VII. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

A. Budget Report: Fiscal Year 2006 - First Half Executive Director Elaine L. DeMars presented information on
the Fiscal Year 2006 Budget. The report includes the Board of Marriage and Family Therapy Examiners, the
Professional Counselor Examiners Committee and the Alcohol & Drug Counselor Committee finances and
indicates that revenues are sufficient to cover expenditures.

B. Supervision Requirements

Executive Director DeMars informed the Committee that the Board of Social Work Examiners has adopted a
regulation (N.J.A.C. 13:44G-8.1(a)4) requiring clinical supervision by qualified Licensed Clinical Social
Workers. The Social Work Board has asked to meet to discuss the position of this Committee on the issue of
qualified supervisors. Discussion focused on the need for a clear plan of supervision and documentation of the
supervisor’s training and scope of practice. The Committee asked to be notified of a proposed meeting date to
determine if participation is possible.

VIII. CORRESPONDENCE

New Jersey Counseling Association (NJCA) - Annual Conference Invitation Committee Chair J. Barry Mascari
and Executive Director DeMars have been invited to attend the NJCA Annual Awards Luncheon on May 2, 2006.
On a motion made by Abbey F. Bradway and seconded by Barbara Maurer the Committee voted to approve the
attendance of Executive Director Elaine L. DeMars and Committee Chair J. Barry Mascari.

IX. OLD BUSINESS

Portability Policies and Procedures

DAG Mileidy Perez suggested that a sub-Committee be formed to draft recommendations related to the AASCB
proposal for equivalencies and substitutions for New Jersey licensure requirements.

X. Next Meeting

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Committee is April 6, 2006 at 9:30 a.m. at 124 Halsey Street, 6th
floor, Newark, New Jersey.

2006 Committee Meeting Dates

May 4, 2006 September 7, 2006
June 1, 2006 October 5, 2006
July 6, 2006 November 2, 2006
August 3, 2006 December 7, 2006

XI. EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 10:38 a.m., on a motion by Barbara Maurer and seconded by Abbey F. Bradway, the Committee voted to
move to Executive Session to discuss pending disciplinary matters.

XII. CREDENTIAL REVIEW



On a motion by Abbey F. Bradway, seconded by Barbara Maurer, the Committee voted to approve the following
applications as noted:

PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS:

Armbruster, Christopher Klatchkin, Rita
Christine, Melissa Mazzola, Lisanne
Davanzo, Maria Rawal, Venita
Fassold, Amy Stender-Mooney, Kimberly
Hernandez, Luis Storey, Robert
Iwasawa, Sandra Whiteman, Michaela
Jackson, Nicole Zupko, Corinne

ASSOCIATE COUNSELORS:

Dias, Sarah J. Marchitto, Jason E.
Decker, Patricia Mikulik, Elizabeth
Gagliano, Tara Otchy, Laura
LaCouture, Michele Ottogalli, Carolyn

XIII. ADJOURNMENT

On a motion by Mark O’Sullivan, seconded by Abbey F. Bradway, the meeting adjourned at 3:38 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. DeMars
Executive Director
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