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PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR EXAMINERS COMMITTEE
PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

APRIL 2, 2015

I. CALL TO ORDER
This regularly scheduled meeting of the Professional Counselors Committee was called 
to Order at 9:39 a.m. in the Hudson Conference Room, 6  floor, 124 Halsey Street,th

Newark, New Jersey. 

II. ROLL CALL
Present:
William Green, Committee Chair
Ketrin Saud Maxwell, Committee Vice Chair
Peter Economou, Committee Member
W. Michael Shea, Committee Member

Excused:
Dana Kaspereen, Committee Member
Diane Licht, Committee Member

Also Present:
Shirley Dickstein, Deputy Attorney General
Milagros Collazo, Executive Director 
Rachel Glasgow, Regulatory Analyst
Celeste Paige, Administrative Assistant

Committee Chair, William Green read the Public Meeting Act, “Sunshine Law”
and announced the presence of quorum.   

Deputy Director Kim Ringler attended the public session meeting to introduce and
familiarize herself with the Committee members and thank them for their service to the
State and the consumers of New Jersey. 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. December 4, 2014
On a motion by Peter Economou, seconded by, Ketrin Saud Maxwell, the minutes of
the December 4, 2014 public meeting were approved as amended. 
Voting in favor: all.  

B. February 5, 2015
On a motion by Ketrin Saud Maxwell, seconded by Peter Economou, the minutes of
February 5, 2015 public meeting were approved as amended: 
Voting in favor: all.
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IV. PUBLIC COMMENT
The following members of the public were present at the public meeting:
Lisa Thomas
Ashley Shanahan,  Caldwell College
Mia Zaro,  Caldwell College
Caitlin Stichter,  Caldwell College
Gina Vo,  Caldwell College
Marcus Hessler,  Caldwell College
Keirra Tims

V. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT
The following activities were reported for the Professional Counselor Examiners
Committee for the March 2015: 

Licensing Activity Report
Professional    Associate Rehabilitation
Counselor    Counselor     Counselor

Active       3336         1398           114
Expired         460                    300                  170
Inactive                                           321                      39                    45
Pending*                                         610                    865                    11
Reinstatements Pending                   23                        4                      6
Suspended                                          3                        1                      0
Voluntary Surrender                         12                        1                      1  
Withdrawn                                        11                        7                      0

* pending includes applications that have been abandoned, approved but licensing fee
   not paid, incomplete applications and new applications 

VI. LEGISLATIVE REGULATORY
A. Senate Bill 2729
The Committee reviewed Senate Bill 2729 which seeks to authorize health care
practitioners to provide health care service via telemedicine.
The Committee members were concerned that the Bill:
1)  did not mention counselors but mentioned mental health screeners: Counselors,
marriage and family therapists and substance abuse counselors should be included among
the practitioners.
2) The Committee was supportive of the bill, however they expressed concerns
specifically with LPC’s, with lack of face to face at initial intake, when it could result in a
civil commitment.
On a motion by Peter Economou, seconded by W. Michael Shea the Committee
determined to support Senate Bill 2729 if amended as reflected above. 
Voting in favor: all.
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B. Regulation Reviews
The Committee had a preliminary discussion regarding N.J.A.C. 13:34-13.1   -
Supervisor Qualifications
To date the requirements are 1) a three (3) credit graduate course in supervision
2) the ACS - Approved Clinical Supervisor certificate, 3) Licensed Professional                 

             Counselor (LPC) credential and the ACS and also recognizes the Licensed Clinical           
             Social Worker (LCSW) and Licensed Psychologist credentials.  

The Committee discussed redefining the requirements for supervision to include:
1) LPC with 3 years of work experience
2) eliminate the three (3) credit credit course  requirement
3) require six (6) continuing education credits that will be a part of the requirement for      

               supervisor status (the 6 CEs would be included in the 40 biennial requirement).
 

VII. DIVISION OF LAW
Supreme Court - North Carolina Mental Health Board
The Committee discussed the Attorney General’s and Division of Consumer Affairs’
monitoring of the effects of the impact of this decision on the Board and its Committees
and will provide information on any determinations.  

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
Nothing to report.

VIX. NEW BUSINESS
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine
Masters of Science Program in Mental Health Counseling
The Committee reviewed the request for curricula review.  Upon motion by Peter
Economou, seconded by W. Michael Shea, the committee voted to approve the
information regarding the curricula. Voting in favor: all.

X. CORRESPONDENCE
A. Robert Schiraldi, Ed.D., LPC, LCADC and Sudha Nagarajan, Ed.S., LPC
The Committee reviewed the email submitted by Mr. Schiraldi and Ms. Nagarajan 
who wish to pursue options to institute a specialty designation for licensed professional
counselors for Multiculturalism/Diversity. Upon motion made by W. Michael Shea, and
seconded by Ketrin Maxwell, the Committee voted to inform Mr. Schiraldi and
Ms. Nagarajan that the National Board for Certified Counselors (NBCC) regulates
speciality designations for all specific regulations and that Mr. Schiraldi and Ms.
Nagarajan should reach out to the NBCC for guidance. Voting in favor: all.

B. Nicholas Bonacci, LAC
Upon motion made by W. Michael Shea, and seconded by Ketrin Maxwell, The
Committee reviewed the February 18, 2015 email and determined to move the matter to
Executive Session. Voting in favor: all.

XI. SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS
Nothing to report
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XII. NEXT MEETING
The Committee’s next meeting is scheduled for May 7, 2015.

May     7, 2015       September  3, 2015
June     4, 2015       October      1, 2015
July    16, 2015       November  5, 2015
August - Canceled       December   3, 2015

XIII. APPLICATION REVIEW
The following applications were approved:

National Counselor Examination (NCE)
Cristina Aisher
Siahash Bahreini
Frances Caputo
Shannon I. Crudup
Chukwudera Egesionu
John Gross
Amina Mustafa
Jacqueline Small
Lugenia Small
Danielle Tracy
Dan Wolstein

Licensed Associate Counselor (LAC)
Constance Acquah
Stephanie Barbarosh
Helen Carabajal
Jerald Cilente
Carleen Graham
Julia Ismail
Kate Kezmarsky
Daria Matturro
Joelle Nitzberg
Steven Scrivo
Jessica Simat
Lindsay Thompson
Theodore Zaleski
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Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC)
Vanessa Bell
Kristen D’Amico
Christina Greaves
Jennifer Loervasquez 
Katherine Murray
Anthony Polizzi
Hadosa Prager
Jessica Ring
Christina Schulz
Wendy Shoaf
Michelle Solino
Benjamin Steinig
Eileen Wotanowski

XIV. EXECUTIVE SESSION
On a motion by Peter Economou, seconded by Ketrin Saud Maxwell, the Committee
voted to moved to Executive Session at 10:50 a.m. to conduct two (2) investigative
inquiries, review criminal history reports, complaints and other pending confidential and
disciplinary matters. Voting in favor: all.

XV. ADJOURNMENT
On motion by Peter Economou, seconded by Ketrin Saud Maxwell, the meeting
adjourned at 2:05 p.m.  Voting in favor: all.




