
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR EXAMINERS COMMITTEE
PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES 

APRIL 5, 2007

I. CALL TO ORDER

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Professional Counselor Examiners Committee was called to order at 9:45
a.m. by Chair J. Barry Mascari.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:

Committee Chair, J. Barry Mascari
Committee Vice-Chair, Abbey F. Bradway
Committee Member, Barbara Maurer
Committee Member, Mark O’Sullivan

Excused:

Committee Member, Susan Devlin

Staff Present:

Executive Director, Elaine L. DeMars
Deputy Attorney General, Susan Berger
Administrative Staff, Celeste Paige
Administrative Staff, Agnes Almeida

III. APPROVAL OF PUBLIC MINUTES

On a motion by Mark O’Sullivan, seconded by Abbey Bradway, the Committee approved the March 1, 2007
minutes with amendments.

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT

A. Elaine Weigl, LPC, Committee Chair for CEU Committee, New Jersey Counseling Association attended the
meeting to distribute the Association’s annual conference information.

B. Glenn Duncan, LPC, LCADC

Mr. Duncan, the Executive Director for Hunterdon Drug Awareness program, a non-profit organization attended
the meeting to support the licensure application of Gregory Fox. Mr. Duncan, who serves as the supervisor for
Mr. Fox discussed his concerns with the Committee’s determination that Mr. Fox’s alcohol and drug experience
does not satisfy the supervised experience requirement for licensure.

C. Lani Moore, LPC

Ms. Moore is the supervisor for LPC candidate Dana Covert at Care Net Christian Counseling, a for-profit
private practice. Ms. Moore appeared with Ms. Covert to support her application for LPC licensure. She reported
that Ms. Covert has not received communication from the Committee since August 2006.

V. LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY



A. The 1ST Quarter Legislation report provided by the Division’s Legislative Affairs office was reviewed and
accepted as informational.

B. Senate Bill # 2489, provides for religious accommodation regarding admission procedures at inpatient health
care facilites. This bill allows those who practice certain religions not to have to sign for procedures on religious
holidays when their religious beliefs prohibit them from signing.. On a motion by Barbara Maurer, and seconded
by Abbey Bradway the Committee voted to support the proposed legislation with the suggestion that the language
be modified to indicate that the accommodation be made during the period that the signing is prohibited but that
the signature be provided immediately after the limited prohibited time. The bill, as written, does not consider the
liability of the practitioner or the facility.

C. Blue Heart Law Enforcement Assistance Program

New legislation establishes the Blue Heart Law Enforcement Assistance Program which will provide support for
wounded law enforcement officers. On a motion by Barbara Maurer, and seconded by Abbey Bradway, the
Committee voted support this legislation but expressed concerns with the generic use of the term "counseling."

D. State Board of Marriage and Family Therapy Examiners Rule Proposal: N.J.A.C. 13:34 - 13:34-9 Committee
review of the proposal is tabled for the May 5, 2007 agenda meeting.

E. Regulations Committee

The Committee was informed that the Regulation Committee met on March 29, 2007 to discuss issues including
the course work, degree title, and supervision requirements. The Regulations Committee will continue to work on
recommendations and report to the Committee upon completion of the recommended regulatory revisions.

VI. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Executive Director Elaine L. DeMars informed the Committee that a random continuing education audit will be
conducted in the upcoming weeks.

VII. OLD BUSINESS

Mark Italiano Mr. Italiano previously wrote to the Committee seeking advice and guidelines for the practice of
sexology in New Jersey. Upon review of Mr. Italiano’s curriculum vitae and on a motion by Barbara Maurer, and
seconded by Abbey Bradway the Committee will write to Mr. Italiano and ask him to provide a copy of his
advertisements, business cards and letterhead. Mr. Italiano will also be informed that the regulations do not
address the teaching of sexology, however, he may want to request guidelines from the other mental health
licensing boards. He is prohibited from receiving a fee for teaching at his private office and from engaging in the
practice of counseling until such time as he receives a license to do so. He is encouraged to seek an attorney in
order obtain advise him on his legal options.

VIII. NEW BUSINESS

A. The National Board for Certified Counselors ( NBCC) BI-ANNUAL MEETING The Committee discussed the
letter of invitation to the bi-annual meeting to be held August 14-15, 2007 in Reno, Nevada. NBCC will fund
travel and related expenses for a representative from each state board. Committee members will report on their
availability to attend at the May agenda meeting.

B . New Jersey Counseling Association - 2007 Annual Conference

On a motion made by Abbey Bradway, seconded by Barbara Maurer, the Committee voted to delegate
Committee Chair Mascari and Executive Director DeMars to represent the Committee in the presentation of a
conference workshop focusing on statutory and regulatory requirements for licensure and practice. The
Committee noted concerns with the conference agenda description of a workshop entitled, " Transition Life



Coaching: Enhancing Your Practice while Growing Professionally." Specifically if the program is not limited to
licensed professional counselor practice, it may suggest support for unlicensed practice.

IX. GRADUATE COUNSELOR EDUCATION PROGRAMS

A. Fairleigh Dickinson University

A PowerPoint presentation submitted by Dr. Lona Whitmarsh and designed to supplement the graduate ethics
course, PSYC 8880 - The Professional Counselor, was reviewed. The Committee determined that the first part of
the submission was acceptable, however, the lesson plans were determined to be unacceptable. On a motion by
Barbara Maurer, and seconded by Abbey Bradway the Committee voted to write Dr. Whitmarsh with their
concerns and request that the course include a comprehensive review of the regulations and discussion of the
relevance to practice and client protection. It is recommended that cases represented in the Committee’s filed
Consent Orders be used as a learning tool for the students. Lessons could further rely on the work of Remley and
Herlehey in Ethical, Legal and Professional Issues in Counseling.

B. Seton Hall University

Course syllabi submitted under the cover letter of Dr. Joseph DePierro, Dean, College of Education and Human
Services, Department of Professional Psychology and Family Therapy were reviewed. It was determined that Dr.
DePierro be advised that the syllabi for "Counselor Ethics in Practice" was determined to be acceptable. The
Committee further commended the understanding reflected in the work. Review of additional course syllabi is
tabled for the May meeting. Committee Chair Mascari recused from the review and vote in this matter based on
his marital relationship with Dr. Webber.

X. FILED CONSENT ORDER

Charles Davis

The Committee was provided with a copy of the March 29, 2007 filed Consent Order in which Charles Davis,
37PC00203000, agreed to the voluntary surrender of license to practice professional counseling. Pursuant to the
Order, Mr. Davis is precluded from applying for applying for reinstatement and is required to cease and desist
practice as a licensed professional counselor.

XI. NEXT MEETING

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Committee is May 3, 2007 at 9:30 a.m. at 124 Halsey Street, 6th
floor, Newark, New Jersey.

2007 Meeting Dates:

June 7, 2007 October 4, 2007
July 12, 2007 November 1, 2007
August 2, 2007 December 7, 2007
September 6, 2007

XII. EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 11:36 a.m., on a motion by Abbey Bradway, seconded by Barbara Maurer the Committee voted to move to
Executive Session to review individual applications and pending disciplinary matters.

XIII. CREDENTIAL REVIEW

On a motion by Abbey Bradway, seconded by Barbara Maurer, the Committee approved the following applicants
for licensure:



Professional Counselors

Buzinkai, Debora Owens, Pamela 
Henley, Amber Pareja, Ivana
Liparini, Christina Wolos, Jarrod S.

Associate Counselors

Anderson, Michelle Kamenir, Amy M.
Benford, Faith McLean, Melissa J.
Billick, John P. Moleski, Sharon M.
Defazio, Melanie A.

XIV. ADJOURNMENT

On a motion by Abbey Bradway, seconded by Mark O’Sullivan, the meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.
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