
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR COMMITTEE MEETING
PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

MAY 4, 2006

I. CALL TO ORDER

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Professional Counselors Committee was called to order at 9:44 a.m., by
Committee Chair, J. Barry Mascari.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:

Committee Chair, J. Barry Mascari
Committee Vice-Chair, Abbey F. Bradway
Committee Member, Ronald Rossell
Committee Member, Susan Devlin
Committee Member, Mark O’Sullivan

Excused:

Committee Member, Barbara Maurer

Staff Present:

Executive Director, Elaine L. DeMars
Deputy Attorney General, Mileidy Perez
Administrative Staff, Celeste Sweeper
Administrative Staff, Agnes Almeida

III. APPROVAL OF PUBLIC MINUTES

On a motion made by Susan Devlin, seconded by Ronald Rossell the Committee approved the April 6, 2006
minutes as presented.

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT

LPC applicants Katherine Wetzell, Paula Martin, Richard Blonna and Edi Peterson attended to discuss the status
of their applications for licensure and to appeal denials. Nancy Benz, president of NJCA also attended to briefly
discuss the annual conference that took place on April 30 through May 2, 2006.

V. LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY

Healthcare Integrity and Protection Data Bank (HIPDB)

Executive Director Elaine L. DeMars presented for discussion and comment a copy of the proposed federal
regulation that will implement Section 1921 of the Social Security Act. It is designed to add all adverse licensure
action reports on all licensed pratitioners to the National Practitioner Databank.

In a discussion of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services proposal to place information entered into
the Healthcare Integrity and Protection Data Bank (HIPDB) directly into the National Practitioner Data Bank
(NPDB), the Committee noted that reporting for mental health licensing boards is "optional." That leaves a
significant gap in informing other states of the actions taken by this Committee. Public actions taken by this
Committee are reported directly to HIPDB and NPDB but there is no assurance that other states access the data.



Committee Chair, Barry Mascari, reported that AASCB (American Association of State Counseling Boards) is
endeavoring to resurrect a national data bank for counselors.

VI. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

A. Marriage and Family Therapy Renewal

Executive Director Elaine L. DeMars informed the Committee that the Marriage and Family Therapy renewal
cycle has begun. The "test" on-line renewal was successful. Professional Counselor license renewal notifications
are expected to be mailed by mid- September and will include instructions for on-line license renewal.

B. E-Therapy

Executive Director DeMars informed the Committee that the representative of the mental health licensing boards
will meet on May 11, 2006 at 2:00 p.m. to discuss Internet counseling (e-therapy) and the continuing education
requirement for cultural competency course work.

C. Statute/Regulations Printing

Neither the statute nor the regulations are available on-line. The Division continues to work through contractual
issues to provide electronic access. The goal is to provide access through the Committee's Web page.

VII. CORRESPONDENCE

A. James Haugh - The Committee reviewed Mr. Haugh’s e-mail regarding questions related to curricula/course
requirements for individuals interested in being licensed as a professional counselor. The Committee determined
that additional information is required and will request that Mr. Haugh provide a syllabus and course descriptions.

B. Dr. John Sabitini, Walden University

Mr. Sabatini writes the Committee requesting a review of the Master of Science in Mental Health Counseling
degree program to evaluate the licensure eligibility of graduates. The Committee found that the course syllabi are
required in order to further consider the request.

C. ReadyMinds.com

The Committee reviewed a generic notice of the Rider University scheduling of "Distance Counseling
Credentialed Workshop Training." ReadyMinds will be informed that the regulations at N.J.A.C. 13:34-15.4
dictate the required course content for acceptable continuing educations credits.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS

Portability Policies and Procedures

Executive Director Elaine L. DeMars informed the Committee that AASCB has been contacted to arrange for a
presentation for the newly appointed Committee members. The Committee will table the discussion of the
substitution of experience for licensure requirements and the credentials databank for professional counselors
licensed in other jurisdictions.

IX. Next Meeting

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Committee is June 1, 2006 at 9:30 a.m. at 124 Halsey Street, 6th
floor, Newark, New Jersey.

2006 Committee meeting Dates



July 6, 2006 October 5, 2006
August 3, 2006 November 2, 2006
September 7, 2006 December 7, 2006

X. EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 10:27 a.m., on a motion by Ronald Rossell and seconded by Susan Devlin, the Committee voted to move to
Executive Session to discuss pending disciplinary matters.

XI. CREDENTIAL REVIEW

On a motion by Abbey Bradway, seconded by Susan Devlin, the Committee voted to approve the following
applications as noted:

Licensed Professional Counselor:

Creed, Kristen Salto, Donna
Ginsburg, Steven Santiago, Natasha
Koempel, Stephanie Small, Amanda J.
McKechnie, Barbara A. Stewart, Vivienne
Nixon, Anne M. Strathem, Ashley
Reich, Marcia Thompson, Malcolm

Licensed Associate Counselors:

Blonna, Richard Sebzda, Diana
Carroll-Ratcliff, Hattie E. Sequeira, Sonia

Licensed Rehabilitation Counselor:

Scott McGill

XII. ADJOURNMENT

On a motion by Abbey Bradway, seconded by Mark O'Sullivan, the meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. DeMars
Executive Director
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