
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR EXAMINERS COMMITTEE
SEPTEMBER 6, 2007

PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

1. CALL TO ORDER

The scheduled meeting of the Committee was called to order at 9:44 a.m., at 124 Halsey Street, Hudson
Conference room, 6th floor, Newark, New Jersey.

II. ROLL CALL

Present

: Committee Chairman, J. Barry Mascari
Committee Member, Barbara Maurer

Excused:

Committee Vice-Chair, Abbey F. Bradway

Staff Present:

Executive Director, Elaine L. DeMars
Deputy Attorney General, Susan Berger
Administrative Staff, Celeste Paige
Administrative Staff, Agnes Almeida

III. APPROVAL OF PUBLIC MINUTES

Following his reading of the “Open Public Meetings Act” Committee Chair Mascari announced that due to the
resignation of Committee members Mark O’Sullivan and Susan Devlin, there is no quorum. All agenda items,
therefore, will be considered for recommendation to the Board of Marriage and Family Therapy Examiners. On a
motion made by Barbara Maurer, seconded by J. Barry Mascari, the Committee will recommend the approval of
the August 2, 2007 minutes as presented.

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT

Peggy Geiser, LPC applicant addressed the Committee to support her licensure application. Adrienne Meisler,
LPC applicant addressed the Committee to support her licensure application.

The Committee advised both applicants that the review of applications is limited to the documentation submitted
during the application process.

V. LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY

Regulations Committee Report

The Regulations Committee meeting scheduled for today has been adjourned. The Committee is working to
finalize draft revisions. Once approved by the Division of Consumer Affairs, the Department of Law and Public
Safety and the Governor’s Office the proposed revisions will be published for public comment.

VI. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Executive Director Elaine DeMars announced that arrangements are being made for the December 5, 2007



meeting with graduate counselor education directors as requested by this Committee. Letters will be sent to all
New Jersey educational institution representatives and those in nearby states. The meeting is intended to clarify
the statutory and regulatory requirements for the graduate degree title, purpose and the requisite course work.

VII. OLD BUSINESS

Caring Families, Inc. - Randy Pittman, Business Administrator

In an effort to work towards full compliance, Mr. Pittman has submitted six applications for the MA level
counselors employed at the agency. The Committee will respond to Mr. Pitman and acknowledge the agency’s
efforts in working towards complying with the statute.

A. GRADUATE COUNSELOR EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Monmouth University, Frances K. Trotman, Ph.D.

1. In her letter, Dr. Trotman, addressed her concern with the fact that Monmouth University students report
difficulties with the licensing process. Upon review of a letter, the student handbook and course syllabi
submitted, the Committee determined that it appears that the representation that the program is “CACREP
aligned” is misleading. It was suggested that the reference be changed to indicate that the program is “working
toward” accreditation since CACREP has indicated that there is no such relationship as “aligned.” The
“Psychological Counseling” degree and the respective course work indicates that the program is psychology
based/oriented.

2. Seton Hall Universtiy, Jane Webber, Ph.D., Clinical Director

An e-mail submitted by Dr. Jane Webber, Ph.D., Clinical Director of the Counseling Program provided
information concerning the supplemental counseling ethics course designed to address deficiencies in the course,
“Ethical and Legal Issues in Counseling and Psychology.” The Committee approved the 9 hour supplemental
course. Committee Chair J. Barry Mascari recused from the discussion based on his marital relationship with Dr.
Webber.

3. The College of New Jersey, Mark S. Woodford, Ph.D. Department Chairperson

Dr. Woodford requests clarification of the requirement that individuals obtain the Licensed Associate Counselor
(LAC) credential as a prerequisite for working in a non-exempt setting. In response, Dr. Woodford will be
advised that pursuant to

N.J.S.A. 45:8B-39(a) the LAC credential is required in order to practice counseling (identified in the definitions
at N.J.S.A. 45:8B-36) except in exempt settings. Any service or activity not included in exempt activities and
services specified at N.J.S.A. 45:8B-48(c) requires licensure. The Committee also emphasized the requirement at
N.J.S.A. 45:8B-48(c) that all students, interns and trainees must be clearly designated as a “counselor intern” or a
“rehabilitation counselor intern..”

VIII. NEW BUSINESS

1. NBCC STATISTICAL REPORT

The Committee reviewed and accepted the August 2, 2007 report for the NCE July 21, 2007 examination as
informational. The Committee noted that the report is available to related educational institutions.

2. NBCC Paper/Pencil NCE Exam Contract

The Committee recommended Committee approval of applicants’ graduate transcript/course distribution prior to
NBCC scheduling for the examination. The Committee will provide NBCC with a list of applicants approved to



sit for the exam. The Committee may perform a site visit to ensure privacy, security, etc.

NBCC Computer Based Test (NCE) Contract

CBT Powerpoint presentation

Upon review of information provided by the National Board of Certified Counselors (NBCC,) the Committee
noted that the computer based examination scheduling allows candidates more flexible options. On a motion by
Barbara Maurer, and seconded by J. Barry Mascari the Committee voted to accept the CBT as the format for the
NCE exam beginning January 2008. The Committee will continue to review the proposed examination contract.

IX. FILED CONSENT ORDERS

The following consent orders have been filed:

A. Sharlene Margulis Filed September 6, 2007
Unlicensed practice

B. Janice Paul, LPC Filed September 6, 2007 
Consent Order with penalty and supervision requirement 
(Repeated acts of negligence)

C. Janet Coyle, LPC Filed September 6, 2007
Reprimand for engaging in professional misconduct. Pursuant to Consent Order Ms. Coyle is required to
complete a three credit graduate course, pay costs and submit a report demonstrating that she has corrected her
business practices.

X. NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Committee is scheduled for October 4, 2007 at 9:30 a.m., at 124 Halsey Street, Newark,
New Jersey.

2007 Meeting Dates:
November 1, 2007
December 6, 2007

XI. EXECUTIVE SESSION

On a motion made by Barbara Maurer and seconded by J. Barry Mascari, the Committee moved to Executive
Session to review applications and to discuss consumer complaints and pending disciplinary matters.

XII. CREDENTIAL REVIEW

The following applicants were approved for licensure:

Professional Counselors:

Kathleen Danaher 
Louis Glenn
Debbie Leoni
Mark Littman

Associate Counselors:

Veronica Karner



XIII. ADJOURNMENT

On a motion by Barbara Maurer, seconded by J. Barry Mascari the meeting adjourned at 11:10 a.m.
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