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BOARD OF PHARMACY 

PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES 

MONMOUTH CONFERENCE ROOM, 7th FLOOR 

March 23, 2016 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The Open Session of the New Jersey Board of Pharmacy was called to order by the Board 

President, Mr. Thomas F.X. Bender, at 124 Halsey Street, Monmouth Conference Room, 

7th floor, on March 23, 2016 at 9:00 a.m.  All members were duly notified of the time, 

place and all pertinent materials were provided to the members. 

 

 

II. SUNSHINE LAW ANNOUNCEMENT 

President Thomas F.X. Bender read a statement that the newspapers and appropriate 

elected officials had been notified of the meeting according to the requirements of the 

Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A., Chapter 231, PL1975/C.10:4-8. 

  

 

III. ROLL CALL 

 

Thomas F.X. Bender, R.Ph. President 

Richard Palombo, R.Ph. Vice President 

Margherita Cardello, R.Ph. Arrived 12:30 p.m.  

Edward G. McGinley, R.Ph.     

Mahesh Shah, R.Ph. 

Stephen Lieberman, R.Ph.       

Linda Witzal, R.Ph.     Excused Absence 

Mitch Sobel, R.Ph. 

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Anthony Rubinaccio, R.Ph. Executive Director, Board of Pharmacy 

Jodi Krugman Deputy Attorney General 

Rachel Glasgow Regulatory Analyst 

Jessica Kelley Board Staff 

 Jennifer Wasciewicz     Board Staff 

 

 

IV. UPDATES BY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

  

The Executive Director reported for the month of February, $94,371 was collected in 

fines and penalties.  The following permits, licenses, and registrations were issued during 
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the month: 

 Pharmacy Technicians registered – 286 

 Pharmacists licensed – 20  ( 15 by examination/score transfer and 5 by reciprocity) 

 Out-of-State Pharmacies registered – 23 

 In-State Pharmacies licensed – 5 

 Pharmacists receiving immunization approval – 25 

 Interns (foreign graduates) licensed – 9 

 

 

V. OLD BUSINESS 

 

1) Public Orders Filed 

a. Liang Huang, R.Ph. – Interim Consent Order of Voluntary Surrender of License 

(02/11/16) 

b. Babak Bamdad, R.Ph. – Consent Order Granting Reinstatement of License 

(02/16/16) 

c. Best Healthcare Services, Inc.– Interim Consent Order (02/23/16) 

d. Rocky Patel – Final Order of Discipline (03/07/16) 

e. Bhanwatid Latchman – Final Order of Discipline (03/07/16) 

 

2) Radia Hill-Owens – Pharmacy Technician, finalize POD  

 

Ms. Hill-Owens responded to the Board’s request for additional information 

following her receipt of the Provisional Order of Discipline, filed on November 30, 

2016 

 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Stephen Lieberman, to approve the Final 

Order of Discipline, withdrawing the suspension of her registration, but imposing the 

$250 fine.  Motion carried 6-0.  

 

3) Kyle Colallilo, R.Ph. – Request for unrestricted license 

 

Item tabled. 

 

4) John Hollis Pharmacy, Nashville, TN – Out-of-state pharmacy application 

 

It was determined, at the November 18, 2015 meeting, that the Pharmacy’s hours of 

operation did not meet the minimum requirements for licensure.  The application was 

subsequently denied.  The pharmacy has since submitted documentation indicating 

that they meet the Boards regulatory requirements for hours of operation. 

 

Stephen Lieberman moved, seconded by Mahesh Shah, to ratify Thomas Bender’s 

decision, made between Board meeting dates, to approve this application.  Motion 

carried 6-0. 
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VI. NEW BUSINESS 

 

1) Bill A3281 
 

This bill would criminalize the manufacture, possession and sale of products 

containing kratom (mitragyna speciosa korth), a botanical substance that grows 

naturally in Southeast Asia. Kratom is frequently marketed on the Internet for its 

psychoactive and opioid-like analgesic effects, and for use in the treatment of 

morphine and heroin addiction. However, kratom is not approved in the United States 

for any medical use. 

 

Richard Palombo moved, seconded by Mitch Sobel, to support this bill and 

recommended scheduling Kratom as a schedule I substance.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

2) Bill A837  

  

This bill establishes the “Hazardous Drug Safe Handling Act,” which would require 

the Commissioner of Labor and Workforce Development (“commissioner”) to 

promulgate rules and regulations concerning the handling of hazardous drugs by 

health care personnel.  

 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Thomas Bender to oppose this bill.  The 

Board is supportive of public safety, but this bill does not itemize any deficiencies 

related to current pharmacy practice.  This bill does not bring anything new to the 

table related to closed system transfer devices and related technologies.  Motion 

carried 6-0. 

 

3) Bill S1772 – Permits pharmacists to dispense certain drugs in emergency without 

prescription 

  

This bill permits a pharmacist to dispense or sell an emergency supply of a chronic 

maintenance drug without a current, valid prescription from a practitioner, under 

certain conditions. 

 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Mitch Sobel to support this bill as it enables 

the pharmacist to use professional judgment and traning.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

4) Bill A3434 – Permits abandoned prescription medication to be re-dispensed up to one 

year after original preparation 

 

This bill would provide that, in the event that a pharmacy prepares a prescription 

medication that is abandoned by a patient, or a long-term care pharmacy does not 

dispense a prescription medication to a patient in a long-term care facility, the 

medication would be held for re-dispensing and used as soon as possible. The 

medication would not be dispensed to patients later than one year from the date the 

medication was originally prepared for dispensing. A re-dispensed medication would 

be marked with the same use-by date found on the medication when it was originally 

prepared for dispensing. 
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Stephen Lieberman moved, seconded by Richard Palombo to support the bill, 

provided the language, such as “abandoned”, is clarified and pharmacists are able to 

maintain the protections associated with N.J.A.C.13:39-7.16, allowing professional 

judgement, and ensuring drug integrity.   Motion carried 6-0.  

 

5) Bill A3453 – Requires all public bodies to allow public comment at every meeting  

 

This bill amends the "Open Public Meetings Act," N.J.S.A.10:4-6 et seq., to require 

all public bodies, other than the Legislature, to set aside a portion of every meeting 

for public comment on any governmental issue that a member of the public feels may 

be of concern to that public body. At present, the law only requires municipal 

governing bodies and boards of education to provide a public comment period. 

Expanding this policy will increase public interest and participation in civic affairs. 

 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Mahesh Shah to support this bill. Motion 

carried 6-0. 
 

6) Bill S1909 – Requires persons and entities to report to DHS regarding their 

distribution or administration of opioid antidotes, and requires DHS to provide 

aggregate data to Governor, Legislature, and public. 

 

This bill would require the reporting of certain information to the Department of 

Human Services (DHS) in relation to the administration and dispensation of opioid 

antidotes, and would require the DHS to: (1) submit a report to the Governor and 

Legislature to provide aggregate statistics related to the dispensation of opioid 

antidotes in the State; and (2) establish a publicly-accessible electronic database of 

aggregate information related to the administration of opioid antidotes in the State.  

In particular, the bill would specify that each entity, pharmacist, or other person that 

sells or dispenses an opioid antidote, at retail, in a form that provides the means to 

directly administer the opioid antidote to a person experiencing an opioid overdose, 

will be required, on or before the 15th day of each month, to report to the DHS, the 

total number of doses of opioid antidotes that have been sold or dispensed during the 

previous month. 

 

Mitch Sobel moved, seconded by Mahesh Shah to oppose this bill because the 

burdens imposed is on the listed entities to record all data, which concerns the Board 

that it may interfere with dispensing.  This may be a deterrent to the original intent of 

the NARCAN bill to assist the public.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

7) Festus Nwanko, R.Ph. – Pharmacist reinstatement application 

 

The Board received and reviewed a request from Angelo Cifaldi, Esq., on behalf of 

Festus Nwanko, requesting the reinstatement of his pharmacist license.  Mr. Nwanko 

has not practiced since 1993 and ultimately surrendered his license, by way of 

Consent Order, filed on October 25, 1996.  The Consent Order was predicated on a 

criminal case and guilty plea following Medicaid fraud in excess of $5,000,000 and 

tax evasion.  

 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Thomas Bender, that based on the 
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egregiousness of the behavior at the time, which involved the practice of pharmacy, 

the Board will not consider him as a candidate to apply for the property right of a 

license. The recommendations provided on behalf of the applicant were personal, not 

professional, and don’t address his previous conduct.  Motion carried 5-0-1. Mahesh 

Shah was recused due to his affiliation with Angelo Cifaldi. 

 

8) Sean Watson, R.Ph. – Pharmacist reinstatement application 

  

The Board received and reviewed a request from Angelo Cifaldi, Esq., on behalf of 

Sean Watson, requesting the reinstatement of his pharmacist license.  Mr. Watson 

voluntarily surrendered his license, by way of Consent Order, dated July 23, 2014 

after he was allegedly working as the pharmacist in charge, while intoxicated and 

may have been diverting controlled dangerous substances for his own use. 

 

Richard Palombo moved, seconded by Stephen Lieberman, to schedule Mr. Watson 

for an investigative inquiry.  Motion carried 5-0-1.  Mahesh Shah was recused due 

to his affiliation with Angelo Cifaldi. 

 

9) Sharleen Iyahen, PharmD –  Pharmacist by reciprocity application 

 

The Board received and reviewed Ms. Iyahen’s application for a pharmacist license 

via reciprocity.  Ms. Iyahen has not practiced pharmacy since 2011.    

 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Richard Palombo, to direct Ms. Iyahen to 

apply via examination, which will include serving an internship, unless additional 

information is submitted which warrants Board review.   Motion carried 6-0. 

 

10) Maged Messeha –  Request to accept low TOEFL score 

 

Mr. Messah contacted the Board office, requesting approval to proceed with an 

internship application as a foreign graduate, with a low TOEFL score.  In his request, 

Mr. Messeha detailed two technical complications while taking the exam, which was 

confirmed by an incident report from the proctor, Educational Testing Service. 

 

Stephen Lieberman moved, seconded by Edward McGinley to accept the score based 

on the overall test scores and documented technical issues reported by the testing 

facility.  Mr. Messeha should be aware that this may affect his ability to reciprocate to 

other states and he should contact NABP to determine if he should be licensed with 

the waiver, or if he should retake the test, attempting to pass all components.  Motion 

carried 6-0. 

 

11) Mariana Cerrelin – Request to accept intern hours earned in New York 

 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Mahesh Shah to accept the 2,128 hours 

earned out-of-state towards the New Jersey internship requirements.   Motion 

carried 6-0. 

 

 

 



Board of Pharmacy 

Public Session Minutes 

March 23, 2016 

Page 6 

 

New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer   .  Printed on Recycled Paper and Recyclable 

12) Anne Pieters - Request to accept intern hours earned in Pennsylvania 

 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Rich Palombo to accept the 2,120 hours 

earned out-of-state towards the New Jersey internship requirements.   Motion 

carried 6-0. 

 

13) Out of State Pharmacy Applications – Sterile compounding 

a. Option Care, Plymouth Meeting, PA  

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Rich Palombo to approve this 

application.   Motion carried 5-0-1.  Thomas Bender was recused due to his 

affiliation with Walgreens. 

 

b. Option Care, Lombard, IL 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Mahesh Shah to approve this 

application.   Motion carried 5-0-1.  Thomas Bender was recused due to his 

affiliation with Walgreens. 

 

c. Option Care, Newark, DE 

Richard Palombo moved, seconded by Stephen Lieberman to grant the name 

change, but remind the pharmacy that renewals are coming up and a more 

recent inspection report will be required.  Motion carried 5-0-1.  Thomas 

Bender was recused due to his affiliation with Walgreens. 

 

d. Option Care, Bethlehem, PA 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Mahesh Shah to approve this 

application.   Motion carried 5-0-1.  Thomas Bender was recused due to his 

affiliation with Walgreens. 

 

e. Infucare RX, Aston, PA 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Richard Palombo to request a VPP or 

3rd party inspection report under dynamic conditions.  The application will 

pend until receipt and review of the requested report.   Motion carried 5-0-1.  

Mitch Sobel was out of the room. 

 

f. Kaba Fusion, Inc., Shrewsbury, MA 

Thomas Bender moved, seconded by Richard Palombo to allow the 

application to pend until the pharmacy submits policies and procedures 

reflecting the pharmacy’s current name, removing all references to the former 

pharmacy, as well as an updated inspection report.  Motion carried 6-0.   

 

g. Axelacare Healthcare Solutions, Havertown, PA 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Thomas Bender to allow application 

to pend until the receipt and review of a VPP inspection and ask the pharmacy 

to correct the application to reveal the name change.  Motion carried 6-0.   

 

14) Out of State Pharmacy Application – With Discipline 

a. Alliance Allergy Solutions, Birmingham, AL 

Alliance Allergy Solutions entered into a Consent Order in December of 2015 

with the Alabama Board of Pharmacy following a number of USP 795 
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violations. 

 

Edward McGinley moved to deny the application based on the issues outlined 

in previous discipline report.  Motion withdrawn by Edward McGinley. 

 

Richard Palombo moved, seconded by Mahesh Shah, to approve the 

application because the pharmacy is in good standing and they offer non-

sterile compounding.  Motion withdrawn by Richard Palombo. 

 

Thomas Bender moved, seconded by Mitch Sobel, to allow the application to 

pend until the receipt of the most recent inspection report.  Motion carried 6-

0.   

 

b. Sobe Compounding Apothecary d/b/a Budget Drugs – Budget         

Discount Sales, Miami, FL 

 

Sobe Compounding Apothecary d/b/a Budget Drugs entered into a Consent 

Order in 1998 with the Florida Department of Health following an audit, 

which revealed they failed to provide adequate documentation for drugs billed 

to Medicaid, resulting in an overpayment of $5,950.79. 

 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Stephen Lieberman, to approve this 

application.  Motion carried 6-0.   

 

c. Concierge Compounding Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Henderson  NV 

 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Thomas bender, to allow this 

application to pend until we have a clearer understanding of who the parties in 

the current ownership are, to ensure we don’t have any previous owners still 

in place.  If the information received is clear, allow the Executive Director to 

proceed with the application.  Motion carried 5-0-1.  Mitch Sobel was 

opposed.   

 

d. AnazaoHealth, Las Vegas, NV - sterile compounding 

 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Stephen Lieberman, to approve this 

application.  Motion withdrawn. 

 

Thomas Bender moved, seconded by Rich Palombo to pend application until 

the Board receives a response to an outstanding FDA 483 warning letter, and 

an accurate description of the change of ownership.  Motion carried 6-0.   

 

15) Selection of Delegates for the NABP 112th Annual Meeting 

 

NABP’s 112th Annual Meeting will be held May 14-17, 2016 in San Diego, CA. 

  

Thomas Bender moved, seconded by Richard Palombo, to nominate Mahesh Shah as 

the Board’s delegate for the NABP 112th annual meeting.  Motion carried 6-0.   

Thomas Bender was selected as an alternate. 
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16) Citizens Specialty, Inc. – New pharmacy application, waiver request for store 

and PIC hours 

 

The Board received a request from Pam Mandel, Esq., on behalf of Citizens 

Specialty, seeking a temporary waiver to allow the pharmacy to be open only 20 

hours a week and allow the pharmacist in charge to work only 20 hours a week, until 

the store obtains its URAC accreditation.   

 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Thomas Bender, to grant the waiver for one 

year or until the URAC accreditation, whichever is shorter.  If an extension is 

needed, the pharmacy will need to submit a written request to the Board. Motion 

carried 6-0.    

 

17) TMS Health Patient Access Solutions, LLC – Transfer of ownership application 

– request for transfer of waivers 

 

At the November 13, 2013 Board meeting, the Board reviewed and approved 

InVentiv Patient Access Solutions Pharmacy request to waive the following 

requirements, contingent on inVentiv submitting a signed affidavit to the Board 

attesting that no drugs will be stored or dispensed at this location:  

 

1- Posted signs on the exterior of the building.  

2- Prescription Area sink.  

3- Prescription Counter.  

4- Spatial requirement of pharmacy prescription area.  

5- Prescription Counter.  

6- Adequate Storage requirement for prescription drugs.  

7- Over the counter schedule V record book.  

8- Storage space for schedule II substances.  

9- Volumetric device.  

10- Steel Spatula and rubber spatula.  

11- Counting trays and counting devices.  

12- Labels  

13- Auxiliary labels  

14- DUR council placards.  

15- Prescription containers and child safety closures.  

16- Class A prescription balance  

17- Glass mortar and pestle  

18- Glass funnels  

19- Ointment tile or parchment paper  

20- Suppository mold  

21- Monitored Security System  

22- Patient's signature forms for accepting/declining offer for dispensing counseling.  

 

When submitting the change of ownership application to the Board, the pharmacy 

requested the waivers be transferred to the new ownership.   
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Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Richard Palombo, to approve the transfer of 

the waivers to the new owners. Motion carried 6-0.    

 

 

VII. MITIGATION/HEARING REQUEST 

 

1) Kathryn Sanders, RPIC - CVS Pharmacy, Cherry Hill, NJ 

 

Kathryn Sanders and Khanh Hodoan, RPIC, responded on behalf of CVS Pharmacy 

and requested mitigation of N.J.A.C. 13:45H-5.7. 

 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Richard Palombo to remove N.J.A.C. 

13:45H-5.7, and send the response to both Kathryn Sanders and Khanh Hodoan 

since Ms. Sanders is no longer working at CVS. Motion carried 6-0.  

 

2) Jennifer Lebak, RPIC - Walgreens #5987, Willingboro, NJ 

 

Jennifer Lebak, RPIC, responded on behalf of Walgreens and requested mitigation 

of N.J.A.C. 13:39-6.2(d). 

 

Stephen Lieberman moved, seconded by Mahesh Shah to remove N.J.A.C. 13:39-

6.2(d). Motion carried 5-0-1.  Thomas Bender was recused due to his affiliation 

with Walgreens.  

 

3) Pratik Patel, RPIC - La Nueva Mercedes Pharmacy Department, Paterson, NJ 

 

Blanca Gonzalez, Office Manager, responded on behalf of La Nueva Mercedes 

Pharmacy Department and requested mitigation of N.J.A.C. 13:39-6.2(d), 

N.J.A.C.13:45H-5.5(a), N.J.A.C.13:39-4.15(c)1, N.J.A.C.13:39-4.15(c)2. 

 

Stephen Lieberman moved, seconded by Mahesh Shah to remove N.J.A.C.13:39-

4.15(c)1. The pharmacy must complete and check the correct box on the certification 

page.  Motion carried 6-0.   

 

4) Peter Herina, RPIC - Shippee’s Pharmacy, Wanaque, NJ 

 

Peter Herina, RPIC, responded on behalf of Shippee’s Pharmacy and requested 

mitigation of N.J.A.C.45:1-45B. 

 

Stephen Lieberman moved, seconded by Richard Palombo to remove N.J.A.C.45:1-

45B.  Motion carried 6-0.   

 

5) Gabriel Meister, RPIC - CVS Pharmacy, Haddonfield, NJ 

 

Gabriel Meister, responded on behalf of CVS Pharmacy and requested mitigation of 

N.J.A.C. 13:39-4.15(c)4, N.J.A.C.13:39-6.10(a)(b), N.J.A.C.13:39-6.2(d). 

  

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Stephen Lieberman to deny the request as all 

actions taken were corrective in nature.  Motion carried 6-0.   
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6) Amit Patel, RPIC - Colts Neck Pharmacy, Colts Neck, NJ 

 

Amit Patel, RPIC, responded on behalf of Colts Neck Pharmacy and requested 

mitigation of N.J.A.C.13:39-4.3 and N.J.A.C.13:39-5.8(a)1. 

  

Stephen Lieberman moved, seconded by Mahesh Shah to mitigate N.J.A.C.13:39-4.3 

to a warning and remove N.J.A.C.13:39-5.8(a)1.  Motion carried 5-0-1.  Edward 

McGinley was recused as Mr. Patel was a former employee.   

 

7) Joseph Kubulak, RPIC -  Specialty Rx Inc. Pharmacy, Roselle, NJ 

 

Pam Mandel, Esq., responded on behalf of Specialty Rx Inc. Pharmacy and 

requested mitigation of N.J.A.C.13:39-11.23(b), N.J.A.C.13:39-11.24(a)3, and 

N.J.A.C.13:39-11.20(c). 

  

Thomas Bender moved, seconded by Mitch Sobel to mitigate N.J.A.C.13:39-

11.23(b) to $100, deny mitigation of N.J.A.C.13:39-11.24(a)3, and mitigate 

N.J.A.C.13:39-11.20(c) to $1,000.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

8) Teodoro Figuero Santa Cruz, RPIC - Metro Pharmacy, Newark, NJ 

 

Angelo Cifaldi, Esq., responded on behalf of Metro Pharmacy and requested 

mitigation of one of the duplicate N.J.A.C. 13:39-7.16(c) citations and 

N.J.A.C.13:39-6.15(d)(e). 

  

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Stephen Lieberman to remove of one of the 

duplicate N.J.A.C. 13:39-7.16(c) citations and N.J.A.C.13:39-6.15(d)(e). Motion 

carried 5-0-1.  Mahesh Shah was recused due to his affiliation with Angelo Cifaldi.   

 

9) Pina Patel, RPIC - Washington Shop Pharmacy, East Orange, NJ 

 

Pina Patel, RPIC, responded on behalf of Washington Shop Pharmacy and requested 

mitigation of N.J.A.C.13:39-4.15(b)1. 

  

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Stephen Lieberman to mitigate 

N.J.A.C.13:39-4.15(b)1 to a warning..  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

10) Yvette Petion, RPIC – CVS #245, Clifton, NJ 

 

Yvette Petion, RPIC, responded on behalf of CVS and requested mitigation of 

21CFR1301.11 and 21CFR1301.12. 

  

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Stephen Lieberman to remove 

21CFR1301.11 and 21CFR1301.12.  This citation should be referred to the rules and 

regulations committee for further review.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

 

 



Board of Pharmacy 

Public Session Minutes 

March 23, 2016 

Page 11 

 

New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer   .  Printed on Recycled Paper and Recyclable 

11) Glenn Sudnick, RPIC – Quakerbridge Pharmacy, Mercerville, NJ 

 

Glenn Sudnick, RPIC, responded on behalf of Quakerbridge Pharmacy and 

requested mitigation of N.J.A.C.13:39-11A.9(1), N.J.A.C.13:39-11A.9(g), and 

N.J.A.C.13:39-11A.11(b).   

  

Richard Palombo moved, seconded by Edward McGinley to deny mitigation.  

Motion carried 6-0. 

 

VIII. INFORMATIONAL 

 

1) NAPLEX  Program Notification 

 

The National Association of Boards of Pharmacy notified the boards of pharmacy 

regarding changes to the NAPLEX, that will go into effect on November 1, 2016. 

  

 The number of examination items will increase from 185 to 250. Of the 250 delivered 

questions, 200 are operational and will be used to calculate a score for the NAPLEX. 

The remaining 50 will be non-scored or pretest items.  

 The testing time for the examination will increase from four hours and fifteen minutes 

to six hours. The appointment time with the vendor, Pearson VUE, will be six and a 

half hours to allow for time to read and agree to the confidentiality/non-disclosure 

agreement, and to take the tutorial and post-exam survey.  

 The registration fee will increase from $505 to $575 to account for the additional seat 

time.  

 The examination assembly format will change from a computer adaptive exam (test 

assembled as candidate is taking the exam) to a linear form exam (pre-assembled 

exam form).  

 

2) Emergency Contraception Guide for Pharmacist 

 

Accepted as informational.  

 

3) MA Board of Pharmacy- New Opioid Legislation 

 

Effective March 14, 2016, Massachusetts law establishes a maximum seven day 

supply on prescriptions for opioids when issued to an adult for the first time. The law 

also sets a maximum seven day supply on all opioid prescriptions for minors.  

 

A prescriber may issue a prescription for more than a seven day supply of an opioid 

to adult or minor patients if, in the prescriber’s medical judgment, a greater supply is 

necessary to treat an acute medical condition, chronic pain, pain associated with a 

cancer diagnosis or for palliative care. In such a case, the condition must be 

documented in the patient’s medical record and the prescriber must indicate that a 

non-opioid alternative was not appropriate to address the medical condition.  
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This new law does not apply to opioid medications that are designed for the treatment 

of substance abuse or opioid dependence. 

 

Massachusetts law enables patients to direct pharmacies to dispense less than the 

fully prescribed quantity of an opioid. If dispensed in this manner, the prescription is 

void as to any quantity not dispensed. 

 

4) New York Mandatory Electronic Prescribing  

 

Effective March 27, 2016, New York will implement mandatory electronic 

prescribing, which is an amendment to the Public Health Law and Education Law.  

The law offers exceptions, including prescriptions issued by a practitioner to be 

dispensed by a pharmacy located outside of New York.  Additional information can 

be found on the New York Department of Health website at 

https://www.health.ny.gov/professionals/narcotic/electronic_prescribing/. 

 

IX. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

1) NABP MPJE Item Development Workshop 

The National Association of Boards of Pharmacy (NABP) hosted the Multistate 

Pharmacy Jurisprudence Examination (MPJE) Item Development Workshop on 

March 15-16, 2016, at NABP Headquarters in Mount Prospect, IL. Thomas 

Bender participated in the two-day workshop.  The MPJE was deficient in PMP 

questions.  30 new questions were developed related to the PMP and hazardous 

drugs. 

 

2) Rules and Regulations  

The rules and regulations committee will meet on March 31, 2016 to begin 

reviewing the comments received from the Board members, who recently 

reviewed the regulations, in preparation sunset in 2017. 

 

X. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Richard Palombo moved, seconded by Mahesh Shah to approve the February 24, 2016 

Public Session Minutes as amended. Motion passed 7-0. 

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 

  

Stephen Lieberman moved, seconded by Mahesh Shah, to move into the Executive 

Session for review of 8 Complaints, 4 Old Business Items, 13 New Business Items, the 

Secretary’s Report and Recommendation on Inspection Reports from, and the approval of 

the Executive Session Minutes.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 

At 12:57 p.m., Stephen Lieberman moved, seconded by Mahesh Shah, to adjourn the 

Public Session. Motion passed 7-0. 

 

 


