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NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY
MINUTES OF THE OPEN SESSION

         MAY 30, 2012

I.  CALL TO ORDER
The Open Meeting of the New Jersey Board of Pharmacy  was called to order by Board
President Edward McGinley in the Hudson Room 6th floor at 124 Halsey Street, Newark, New
Jersey on May 30, 2012 at 9:00 am.  All members were duly notified of the time, place and all
pertinent materials were provided to members.

II.  SUNSHINE LAW ANNOUNCEMENT
President Edward McGinley, read a statement that the newspapers and appropriate elected
officials had been notified of the meeting according to the requirements of the Open Public
Meetings Act N.J.S.A., Chapter 231, PL 1975,/C.10:4-8.

III.  ROLL CALL
Edward G. McGinley, R.Ph. President
Thomas Bender, R.Ph. Vice President
Margherita Cardello, R.Ph. Late Arrival 10:10 am
Marc Sturgill, R.Ph.
Richard Palombo, R.Ph.
Mahesh Shah, R.Ph.
Stephen Lieberman, R.Ph.

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE
Anthony Rubinaccio Executive Director
Linda Brodie Customer Service Rep I
Megan Cordoma Deputy Attorney General
Jodi Krugman Deputy Attorney General
Michael Westenberger Enforcement Bureau

IV.  UPDATE BY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
The Executive Director reported for the month of April $12,725.00 were collected in fines and
penalties.  The following permits, licenses, and registrations were issued during the month of
April:

• Technicians - 205
• Pharmacists - 30 (12 by examination/score transfer, and 18 by reciprocity)
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• Out of state pharmacies - 12
• In state pharmacies - 4
• Pharmacists receiving immunization approval - 14
• Interns (foreign graduates) - 7

V.  OLD BUSINESS

1) Orders Filed

2) Final of Provisional Orders of Discipline

a) Daniel Dombrowski

The Board recognized that there was no response submitted to the Provisional Order of
Discipline filed  September 20, 2011, mailing was verified as received. Marc Sturgill
moved, seconded by Stephen Lieberman for Final Order of  Discipline without
modification.  Motion passed unanimously. 

b) Jenae Rich

The Board recognized that there was no response submitted to the Provisional Order of 
Discipline filed September 12, 2011, mailing was verified as received. Marc Sturgill
moved, seconded by Thomas Bender for Final Order of Discipline without modification. 
Motion passed unanimously.

3) QPharma - Requesting reinstatement of speciality pharmacy permit

 New Jersey will be QPharma’s home state, they will also operate in other states. Business
will operate similar to a retail mail order pharmacy.

The Board noted that the original business model had changed. Richard Palombo moved,
seconded by Marc Sturgill, to reinstate the license of the specialty pharmacy contingent
upon the Board receiving a current business plan outlining the types of services they will
provide, and an updated application. It is not necessary for QPharma  to appear before the
Board again.  Motion passed unanimously.

VI.  NEW BUSINESS

1) David Irisarri - Requesting TOEFL waiver

The Board reviewed documentation submitted by Mr. Irisarri requesting a waiver for the
speaking portion of the TOEFL exam. Thomas Bender moved, seconded by Stephen
Lieberman, to deny his request because there is no evidence of medical hardship, and
traditionally the Board has not provided waivers for TOEFL, being consistent with past
practice.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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2) Palisades Medical Center Pharmacy Department- central prescription
handling application

The Board President Edward McGinley directed  board to obtain additional
information. The application, as submitted is incomplete.

3) The Valley Hospital / Med Prep Consulting, Inc.- central prescription handling
application 

The Board reviewed both applications submitted. Marc Sturgill moved, seconded
by Richard Palombo, to combine and approve both applications.  Motion passed
unanimously.

4. A. Cifaldi, Esq., on behalf of his client K. Thakkar- Requesting waiver of
practical experience perquisite for licensure as per N.J.A.C.13:39.2.1(b)(4)

The Board reviewed documentation submitted.  Marc Sturgill moved, seconded by
Thomas Bender, to waive all but 160 hours of internship with a  preceptor who will
file  the appropriate paperwork with the Board.  Motion passed unanimously.
Mahesh Shah recused due to prior affiliation with Mr. Cifaldi.

5. Discussion of pre-proposal for compounding regulations

The pre-proposal has been circulated to the pharmacy community with no response. 
The Board motioned that the pre-proposal regulations move forwarded as proposed
regulations. Richard Palombo moved, seconded by Thomas Bender.  Motion
passed unanimously.

6. Discussion of  “Best Practices for Pharmacy Security” documentation

Overview provided by DAG Megan Cordoma to the Board.  The Board felt it was a
good start,  with some points being over burdensome.  Further discussion is
warranted to improve the document.  A follow up summit will be scheduled for this
summer to review and discuss this document.

VII. MITIGATION/ HEARING REQUEST

1. Jeffrey Mesaros, R. Ph. - mitigation request #82499, Susan Sarna

 The Board reviewed correspondence submitted requesting mitigation of a UPL.
Thomas Bender moved, Edward McGinley seconded, to deny requested mitigation;
Marc Sturgill opposed.  Richard Palombo recused. Motion passed 5- 1.   (Moved
from executive 5E.3)

2. Millville Family Pharmacy, Lillian Spieker, RPIC - mitigation request

The Board reviewed correspondence submitted requesting mitigation of a UPL.  
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Margherita Cardello moved, Marc Sturgill seconded to deny request for mitigation. 
Motion passed unanimously. (Moved from executive 5E.12)

The Board reconvened open session at 12:50 pm moved by Edward McGinley,
seconded by Marc Sturgill. 
The Board went into Executive session at 10:48 am moved by Marc Sturgill,
seconded by Margherita Cardello. 

3. Amir Tadros, R. Ph.  - Hearing

Mr. Tadros and Mrs. Tadros, appeared before the Board represented by Angelo
Cifaldi, Esq..  Deputy Attorney General Bindi Merchant represented the Attorney
General of  New Jersey.  Mr. Tadros was convicted of third degree Health Care
Claims Fraud while providing professional services as the Registered Pharmacist-
In-Charge and owner of Five Corners Pharmacy, Jersey City, New Jersey.  The
parties had stipulated to the entry of certain exhibits, but at the hearing, Mr. Cifaldi
objected to the entry of the indictment into evidence, on the basis that it would be
prejudicial to his client.  

At 1:00 pm moved by Marc Sturgill, seconded by Stephen Lieberman, the Board
went into Executive Session for deliberations, regarding the objection to the entry
to the indictment into evidence.

At 1:09 pm moved by Thomas Bender, seconded by Marc Sturgill, the Board
returned to Open Session. The motion to exclude the indictment was granted.

The Board entered Exhibits J-1 and J-3 through J-5 into evidence.

At 1:25 pm moved by Marc Sturgill, seconded by Margherita Cardello, the Board
returned to Executive Session to deliberate the issue of liability for discipline based
on admitted conduct and the conviction.

At 2:00 pm moved by Stephen Lieberman, seconded by Thomas Bender, the Board
returned to Open Session. The Board found Mr. Tadros  was convicted of a crime
relating adversely to the practice of pharmacy: specifically Health Care Claims
Fraud, was committed while he was providing professional services as RPIC, and
owner of Five Corners Pharmacy in Jersey City, New Jersey.  The facts provided a
basis for discipline under N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(e) and (f).

Mr. and Mrs. Tadros testified, and closing arguments were heard.
 
At 3:13 pm moved by Marc Sturgill, seconded by Thomas Bender, the Board
returned to Executive Session to deliberate the mitigation phase of the hearing.

At 4:26 pm moved by Marc Sturgill, seconded by Thomas Bender, the Board
returned to Open Session. 
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On motion by Thomas Bender, seconded by Marc Sturgill, the board voted to issue
an Order imposing: a minimum 5 year suspension, two years active, to begin June
30, 2010, the date his Medicaid debarment began. The remaining suspension will be
stayed and served as a period of  probation, to run concurrently with criminal
probation.  Mr. Tadros shall not serve as a RPIC, Owner, or Preceptor during the
period of probation.  He is required to show order to any potential employer until
removed from the debarment list; cannot be employed by any company or pharmacy
filling prescriptions or billing federally funded programs  while on OIG debarment
list. Any violation of the criminal probation or terms of the Order will result in an
automatic suspension.

Motion passed unanimously.  Mahesh Shah recused himself due to prior
relationship with Angelo Cifaldi.   Richard Palombo excused early and was not
present during hearing.

 Hearing adjourned at 4:30 pm.

VIII. INFORMATION

IX. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Richard Palombo had a meeting with Nevada Board of Pharmacy regarding, Self Inspection
forms and 

forwarded the information to the  Enforcement Bureau.  Margherita Cardello will schedule a
meeting with the Enforcement Bureau.

X. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Stephen Liberman moved, seconded by Marc Sturgill to approve the Open Session Minutes
for April 25, 2012 as amended.  Motion passed unanimously. 

XI. ADJOURNMENT

At 4:31 pm Marc Sturgill moved, seconded by Thomas Bender to adjourn Public Session
and move back into Executive Session.




