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BOARD OF PHARMACY 

OPEN SESSION MINUTES  

MONMOUTH CONFERENCE ROOM, 7TH FLOOR 

July 23, 2014 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The Open Session of the New Jersey Board of Pharmacy was called to order by the Board 

President, Mr. Thomas F.X. Bender, at 124 Halsey Street, Monmouth Conference Room, 7th 

floor, on July 23, 2014 at 9:05 a.m.  All members were duly notified of the time, place and 

all pertinent materials were provided to members. 

 

 

II. SUNSHINE LAW ANNOUNCEMENT 

 President Thomas F.X. Bender, read a statement that the newspapers and appropriate 

elected officials had been notified of the meeting according to the requirements of the 

Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A., Chapter 231, PL 1975/C.10:4-8. 

  

III. ROLL CALL 

Thomas F.X. Bender, R.Ph. President 

Richard Palombo, R.Ph. Vice President     

Margherita Cardello, R.Ph.    Late Arrival 9:13 a.m. 

Edward G. McGinley, R.Ph. 

Mahesh Shah, R.Ph. 

Stephen Lieberman, R.Ph.     

Calliope Alexander     

Carol Jacobson, Esq. 

Linda Witzal, R.Ph. 

Mitch Sobel, R.Ph. 

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Anthony Rubinaccio, R.Ph. Executive Director 

Linda Brodie Board Staff 

Matthew Wetzel Board Staff 

Jodi Krugman Deputy Attorney General 
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IV. UPDATES BY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

 The Executive Director reported for the month of June, $9,225 was collected in fines and 

penalties.  The following permits, licenses, and registrations were issued during the 

month of June: 

 

 Technicians registered  - 62 

 Pharmacists Licensed - 27 (11 by examination and 16 by reciprocity) 

 Out-of-State Pharmacies registered –16 

 In-State Pharmacies licensed – 9 

 Pharmacists receiving immunization approval – 78 

 Interns (foreign graduates) licensed – 6 

 

V. OLD BUSINESS 

 

1) Orders Filed  

 

a) Austin Summerville, Pharmacy Technician - Consent Order Granting 

Surrender of Registration (6/23/2014). 

 

b) Justin Petell, Pharmacy Technician - Consent Order of Voluntary 

Surrender (7/1/2014) 

 

2)  Dawn Mahoney, R. Ph. - Response to the POD through her attorney Angelo 

       Cifaldi 

 

Thomas Bender was recused due to his affiliation with Walgreens, and Mahesh 

Shah was recused due to his affiliation with Angelo Cifaldi. 

 

This item was moved to the Executive Session to advice of counsel and settlement 

discussions.  It will be reported to the public session when  appropriate.  

 

 

3) Harold Ross, Pharmacy Technician- Response to the POD 

 

This item was tabled to allow DAG to respond. 

 

 

VI.    NEW BUSINESS 

 

1) Mike Cohen - Institute for Safe Medication Practices - Presentation on using 

the metric system when dispensing liquids to provide better patient safety outcomes 

and prevent medication errors. 

 

Mr. Cohen provided a presentation for the Board showing that there was a reduction 

in medication dosing errors when patients used the metric system instead of teaspoon 

measurements.  This is especially important when administering pediatric doses of 
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medication.  The recommendation of a NCPDP white paper is to include directions 

to provide dosage information in milliliters. 

 

The Institute for Safe Medication Practices (“ISMP”) is a nonprofit organization, 

located in Pennsylvania that operates a national medication reporting error program 

with FDA.  They have noted that patients or their caregivers make mistakes by 

confusing milliliters with teaspoonfuls, drops, etc. Medications frequently involved 

in dosing errors include antibiotics, anticonvulsants, etc. 

 

In 2011, ISMP formally issued a statement calling for the sole use of the metric 

system for liquid measurements.  OTC products are using metric (ml) on consumer 

products for volume and instructions.  They also include metric measuring devices 

with their products.  ISMP is looking to set date for full conversion to metric.  The 

American Academy of Pediatrics and other professional organizations are asking for 

metric dosing as well.  ISMP issues a quarterly action report identifying errors that 

have occurred. 

 

ISMP is not asking for regulatory change. 

 

Richard Palombo moved, seconded by Carol Jacobson, for the Board to promote the 

use of the metric system in pharmacy.  They would like to recommend that the 

Division of Consumer Affairs put together educational material for consumers, and 

have inspectors note what is actually being done in the pharmacy systems (pharmacy 

management systems should move toward utilizing mg/ml dosing for use by 

physicians and pharmacists).  The Board also sees this as a counseling opportunity 

for pharmacists to interface with patients.  Walgreens encouraged to use metrics on 

instructions for prescriptions.  The Enforcement Bureau inspectors will try to 

ascertain how metric dosing is actually being utilized in actual practice. Motion 

passed 10-0. 

 

 

2) Abfattah Elgendi, R.Ph. - Request for reactivation 

 

This item was moved to the Executive Session for advice of counsel.  It will be 

reported to the public session when  appropriate. 

 

3) Thomas Bateman, R.Ph. - Reciprocity Applicant request for waiver (he 

does not meet the required 1500 hours of experience) 

 

President Bender reviewed and approved this request 3 weeks prior to the Board 

meeting due to time constraints presented by the applicant for a professional 

opportunity.  It was presented to the full Board for voting. 

 

Mahesh Shah moved, seconded by Richard Palombo to approve the waiver request 

as Mr. Bateman had previously completed over 1400 hours of experience, and will 

have completed the required number of hours by the Board meeting. Motion passed 

10-0. 



Board of Pharmacy 

Open Session Minutes 

July 23, 2014 

Page 4 

 

New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer   .  Printed on Recycled Paper and Recyclable 

4) Andy Kim -Pharmacy Applicant: requesting authorization to retake the  

NAPLEX after failing the exam on five previous attempts 

 

In June 2014, Mr. Kim contacted NABP requesting permission to register for the 

NAPLEX examination.  NABP provided the prior scores, which were extremely 

low.  The explanation provided by Mr. Kim did not provide mitigating 

circumstances, and documents provided were three years old. 

 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Stephen Lieberman, to deny Mr. Kim’s 

request based on lack of mitigating circumstances for the Board to consider.  

Motion passed 10-0. 

 

 

5)  Sean Watson, R.Ph. - Request for Reinstatement through PAPNJ 

 

PAP sent a letter to the Board Office in July 2014 on behalf of Mr. Watson, 

requesting and supporting the reinstatement of his Pharmacist license. 

 

 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Thomas Bender, for Mr. Watson to 

provide the Board with documentation supporting the completion of all items 

required as outlined in the terms of his Consent Order, include any reports of 

professional treatment in the Bahamas as well. After this information has been 

received, an appearnace will be scheduled. Motion passed 10-0. 

 

 

6)  Doc Lane's Veterinary Pharmacy, Lexington, KY - Out- of- State Pharmacy 

Applicant - Sterile Compounding 

 

Thomas Bender moved, seconded by Edward McGinley for the pharmacy to send 

New Jersey an updated Inspection report from Kentucky or allow them to 

withdraw the application.  Motion passed 10-0. 

 

 

7)  Pharmacy Innovations, Eric, PA. - Out-of State Pharmacy Applicant - Sterile 

Compounding 

 

Edward McGinley moved, seconded by Richard Palombo, to approve their 

application.  Motion passed 10-0. 

 

 

8)  Advance Infusion Solutions, Ridgeland, MS - Out-of State Pharmacy 

Applicant – Sterile Compounding 

 

 

This item was moved to Executive session for advice of counsel. 
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Chair Direct:  Tabled for Board to request proofs of changes that were made on 

page 476 of agenda documentation relating to sterile and non-sterile 

compounding, as highlighted in a recent NABP VPP report.  Applicant must also 

supply documentation showing approval of license for the new location in their 

home state. 

 

9)  Olympia Pharmacy, Orlando, FL. - Out-of-State Pharmacy Applicant - 

Sterile Compounding 

 

Chair Direct:  Tabled to allow Board office to obtain address history information, 

verify license types with Florida, and to determine whether this is a new facility. 

 

 

 

I. MITIGATION REQUEST 

 

1) Kajal Viradia, RPIC - Amcare RX Pharmacy, Newark, NJ 

 

Chair Direct:  DAG Krugman will contact pharmacist Viradia to explain to him what a 

hearing involves. 

 

II. INFORMATIONAL 

 

Deputy Director Sheehan provided information on the following items: 

 

1) Project Medicine Drop – Informational Flyer distribution 

 

The Division has developed a flyer to promote the Project Medicine Drop 

initiative.  The Board office will be mailing the flyers, with a cover letter, to all 

RPICs of pharmacies in New Jersey.  The Board will request that all pharmacies 

display this flyer conspicuously in the pharmacy, where patients are picking up or 

dropping off prescriptions, or receiving counseling, or at the entrances to the 

pharmacy.  The flyer will list the names and addresses of Police Departments in 

that county that maintain a Project Medicine Drop box for people to anonymously 

dispose of unwanted prescription medication.  The Board is asking for 

pharmacists to help educate their patients on this safe and responsible way of 

disposing of medications. 

 

2) There are changes pending to current DEA regulations that would allow patients  

to return CDS medications to pharmacies.  If adopted, pharmacies will be able to 

take back CDS medications.   This proposed change has not yet been finalized.  

This item will be referred to the Rules and Regulations Committee for 

consideration. 

 

Also, Doug Collier is running a pilot program with five pharmacies in Howell  

Township.  Bags are imprinted with information about drug topics, such as how to 

dispose of medications in their town.  Other drug diversion and theft awareness 
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outreaches are being made to realtors regarding securing medications during open 

houses, and funeral homes regarding disposal of medications of deceased family 

members. 

 

 

 XI.    COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

  

       X.    APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

        June 25, 2014 

 

Mahesh Shah moved, seconded by Linda Witzal to approve the June 25, 2014,        

Open Session Minutes as amended.  Motion passed 10-0. 

 

         

XI.   ADJOURNMENT  

 

At 10:53 a.m. Mitch Sobel moved, seconded by Margherita Cardello to adjourn the 

Public Session and move into the Executive Session for review of 7 Complaints, 1 Old 

Business Items, 23 New Business Items, the Secretary’s Report and Recommendation 

on Retail and Institutional Permits, the Secretary’s Report and Recommendation on 

Inspection Reports, and the approval of the June 25, 2014 Executive Session Minutes. 

 


