
NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY
MINUTES OF THE OPEN SESSION 

August 5, 2009

I. CALL TO ORDER

The Open Meeting of the New Jersey Board of Pharmacy was called to order by Board President Edward
McGinley in the Sussex Room, 6th Floor at 124 Halsey Street, Newark, New Jersey on August 5, 2009 at
9:02 a.m. All members were duly notified of the time and place and all pertinent materials were provided to
the members.

II. SUNSHINE LAW ANNOUNCEMENT

Edward McGinley, President read a statement to the effect that the newspapers and appropriate elected
officials had been notified of the meeting according to the requirement of the Open Meetings Act N.J.S.A.,
Chapter 231, PL 1975,/C. 10:4-8.

III. ROLL CALL

Edward G. McGinley, R.Ph. President
Thomas Bender, R.Ph. Vice President
Pamela Allen, R.Ph.
Peter Halecky, R.Ph. 
Margherita LaFragola , R.Ph. 
Elvy T. Paiva, R.Ph. 
Richard Palombo, R.Ph. 
Marc Sturgill, R.Ph.

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE

Joanne Boyer, R.Ph. Executive Director
Megan Cordoma, Esq. Deputy Attorney General
Jodi Krugman, Esq. Deputy Attorney General
Natasha Mennecke Intern

IV. UPDATE BY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Executive Director reported that $30,625 was collected in fines and penalties during July, 2009. 
The following permits/licenses/registrations were issued during the month of July, 2009:

• Technicians – 232
• Pharmacists – 145 (132 by examination/score transfer, 13 by reciprocity)
• Out of state pharmacies – 11
• In state pharmacies –12
• Pharmacists receiving immunization approval – 113

Pamela Allen provided assistance to the Board office in the review of submitted documentation from those
licensees who answered “no” on the biennial renewal application as to having completed the required
continuing education credits. Ms. Allen’s assistance was greatly appreciated!

V. OLD BUSINESS

1) Rite Aid Corporation – Response to Provisional Order of Discipline Margherita LaFragola was recused
due to her affiliation with Rite-Aid.



At 9:30 am Marc Sturgill moved, seconded by Elvy Paiva to move this matter into Executive Session to
discuss settlement issues and for the advice of counsel.

At 10:07 am, Marc Sturgill moved, seconded by Peter Halecky to go back into Open Session.

Elvy Paiva moved, seconded by Peter Halecky to acknowledge that both parties agree to the terms of the
Voluntary Compliance Agreement as outlined in the 8/3/09 correspondence from Kim Ringler, DAG. In
addition, Rite Aid will pay $1,258 for the Enforcement Bureau investigative time and $3,220 for the
Attorney time for a total of $4,487. All of the above will be addressed via a Consent Order signed by Rite
Aid and the Board. It is to be noted that this action being taken by the Board does not have anything to do
with the direct practice of pharmacy by Rite Aid. The motion passed 5 – 1.

The Executive Director requested that if in the future DAG Ringler is experiencing difficulty in obtaining
information from Board registrants/licensees, that she contact the Board office for assistance.

VI. NEW BUSINESS

1) Med4Home, Kansas City, MO – Out of state pharmacy applicant on probation

Richard Palombo moved, seconded by Elvy Paiva to grant Med4Home an out of state pharmacy registration
upon the signing of a Consent Order based upon the provisions of the Missouri Consent Order and run
concurrently with the time frame of that Order (thru 1/29/2011). In addition, Med4Home is to provide the
Board with proof of compliance with the Missouri Consent Order and to notify the Board of any additional
action taken against the Missouri pharmacy permit that is not related to this issue. The motion passed
unanimously.

2) Kholoud Ali – Requesting a waiver of TOEFL/iBt

Thomas Bender moved, seconded by Peter Halecky to notify Congressman Holt that Ms. Ali has not
formally requested a waiver from the Board of the TOEFL/iBt. However, the Board has not been inclined
to grant waivers of the TOEFL/iBt since they feel that this is not acting in the best interest of the public,
this test is utilized by numerous professional boards and this test has been determined to be
psychometrically valid. It is noted that Ms. Ali has taken the test 3 times and has failed to attain the
required score to achieve a passing grade. She has also not demonstrated any medical hardship nor
requested that her test be re-evaluated. The motion passed unanimously.

3) William Gitman – Regarding request for reinstatement

Elvy Paiva moved, seconded by Richard Palombo to deny Mr. Gitman’s request to not have to re-take the
NAPLEX and MPJE exams since his license has been in expired status for over 5 years and the retaking of
these exams is required in NJSA 45:1 – 7.1(d). The Board is unable to grant a waiver for a statute. The
motion passed unanimously.

4) JudyMarie Goodridge – Regarding request for reinstatement

Elvy Paiva moved, seconded by Peter Halecky to deny Ms. Goodridge’s request to not have to re-take the
NAPLEX and MPJE exams since her license has been in expired status for over 5 years and the retaking of
these exams is required in NJSA 45:1 – 7.1(d). The Board is unable to grant a waiver for a statute. The
motion passed unanimously.

5) Board review of proposed regulatory language for Senate Bill S906 signed into law on 7/31/09 and
effective 180 days after signing.

Peter Halecky moved, seconded by Marc Sturgill to accept the proposed regulation language for NJAC
13:39 – [4.18] 4.19(d)4i and 7.12(a)3 for inclusion in the proposed Sunset Regulations. In addition, this



matter is to be referred to the Rules & Regs Committee of the Board for further review. The motion passed
7 –1.

6) October 2009 MPJE State-specific Review

The Chair directs that the Executive Director notify NABP that Elvy Paiva, Thomas Bender and Peter
Halecky have volunteered to participate in the State-specific review of MPJE questions. This will occur
October 5 – 19, 2009 remotely via the internet.

VII. MITIGATION/ HEARING REQUESTS

1) Chibuzo Njeze, Owner/RPIC, Springview Pharmacy, Irvington, NJ

Marc Sturgill moved, seconded by Peter Halecky to mitigate the $50 fine issued pursuant to NJSA 45:14 –
71 & NJAC 13:39 – 4.8(a). The motion passed unanimously.

2) Subba Nageli, Owner/RPIC, Anthony’s Pharmacy, Union City, NJ

Pamela Allen moved, seconded by Peter Halecky to mitigate the warning imposed oursuant to NJAC 13:39
– 7,12(a)13. The motion passed unanimously.

3) Victoria Kostis, RPIC, Target Pharmacy, East Windsor, NJ

Peter Halecky moved, seconded by Thomas Bender to mitigate the $25 fine imposed pursuant to NJSA
45:14 – 55 and the $50 fine imposed pursuant to NJAC 13:39 – 7.1(a) & 7.2(d)7. The motion passed 6 – 2.

4) Dora Yakubova, Owner/RPIC, Refua Pharmacy, Lakewood, NJ

Richard Palombo moved, seconded by Thomas Bender to deny the request for mitigation of the following:

• the $2,000 fine imposed pursuant to NJAC 13:39 – 6.2(f)9 & NJAC 8:65 – 5.7
• the $200, $300, and $500 fines imposed pursunat to NJAC 13:39 – 6.2(f)7 & 7.18
• the 2 warnings issued pursuant to NJAC 13:39 – 6.2(f)9 & NJAC 8:65 – 7.5(a)
• the warning issued pursuant to NJAC 13:39 – 6.2(f)9 and NJAC 8:65 – 7.5(a) &7.8(a).
• the $175 fine issued pursuant to NJSA 24:6E -9, NJAC 13:39 – 6.2(f)3, 7.12(a)10 & 7.19(b)6.

The motion passed unanimously.

5) Harendra Bhatt, RPIC, Inman Rx Drug, Edison, NJ

This matter was last before the Board when Mr. Bhatt requested a formal administrative hearing. At that
time the Board noted that the CDS inventory submitted did not include CIII - CV.

The Chair directed to schedule Mr. Bhatt for an Administrative Hearing as per his request. DAG Cordoma
will review the Administrative Hearing process with Mr. Bhatt.

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

N/A

IX. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1) July 8, 2009

Peter Halecky moved, seconded by Thomas Bender to approve the minutes. The motion passed
unanimously.



X. ADJOURNMENT

At 11:23 am Elvy Paiva moved, seconded by Marc Sturgill to move into Executive Session for the review
of 9 Complaints, 6 Old Business item, 3 New Business item, Secretary’s Report and Recommendation on
Retail and Institutional Permits, Secretary’s Report and Recommendation on Inspection Reports, conduct 2
Investigative Inquiries and approval of minutes. The motion passed unanimously.

At 11:30 am Pamela Allen moved, seconded by Peter Halecky to move back into Open Session to discuss
item VI(6). The motion passed unanimously.

At 11:35 am Pamela Allen moved, seconded by Peter Halecky to adjourn the Open Session. The motion
passed unanimously.
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