
#476 MEETING OF THE
STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF MASTER PLUMBERS

- FEBRUARY 28, 2002

The Board Minutes of the February 28, 2002, meeting have not been formally approved and are subject to change or
modification by the Public Body at its regular meeting on March 21, 2002.

The notice of the meeting has been mailed to the Star-Ledger, Camden Courier Post, and Trenton Times newspapers,
and has also been posted on the Bulletin Board at the Office of the Secretary of the State in Trenton, New Jersey.

The Board meeting of February 28, 2002, was called to order at 9:00 a.m. The following Board Members were present:

Ralph Wetzel, Chairman

Alexander J. Tucciarone, Vice-Chairman

Margaret Sieb, Secretary

Mark McManus

Ernest Tretola

James Moore

Board Member Michael Baier, State Member, resigned and was not present at this meeting.

Recently appointed Board Members Christine C. Simon and Peter J. McDonough Jr., both of whom were appointed as
public members, were not in attendance on February 28, 2002.

NOTE: Unless otherwise indicated, all motions passing by unanimous vote included the affirmative votes of all of the
above stated Board Members.

The following individuals were present from 9:00 a.m. until the close of the meeting at 3:00 pm:

Barbara A. Cook, Executive Director

Rosemarie Baccile, Executive Assistant

Deputy Attorney General Darlene Lapola served as the Board's counseling deputy for this meeting.

PUBLIC SESSION VISITORS:

The following individuals were present from the public and signed the attendance register for this meeting:

Brien McLaughlin, New Jersey State League of Master Plumbers

Charles Reiners, New Jersey State League of Master Plumbers

Bill Stepler, C.E.P. Associates

Ryan Hoolahan, C.E.P. Associates

Robert W. Muller, LMP # 7053



Robert Kordulak, Licensed Master Plumber # 2280

Karen Miller, Certified Shorthand Reporter, 
Taylor & Friedberg Shorthand Reporters, 120 Washington St.
Morristown, NJ 07960, tel # 973-285-0411

Don X. Bancroft, Attorney at Law

Harry Cassinelli, LMP # 7514

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - JANUARY 24, 2002, MTG.

A motion was made by James Moore and seconded by Alexander Tucciarone to approve the Minutes of the January
24, 2002, meeting. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

BOARD BUSINESS

1. APPOINTMENT OF MS. CHRISTINE C. SIMON, PUBLIC MEMBER, TO THE STATE BOARD OF
EXAMINERS OF MASTER PLUMBERS

A letter dated January 7, 2002, from former Acting Governor Donald T. DeFrancesco, appointed Ms. Christine C.
Simon to the State Board of Examiners of Master Plumbers.

Ms. Simon is appointed as a Public Member and replaces former Board Member Nicholas Brindisi.

Ms. Simon was not present at this meeting.

APPOINTMENT OF MR. PETER J. MC DONOUGH JR.,
PUBLIC MEMBER, TO THE STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF
MASTER PLUMBERS

A letter dated January 7, 2002, from former Acting Governor Donald T. DeFrancesco, appointed Mr. Peter J.
McDonough Jr., to the State Board of Examiners of Master Plumbers.

Mr. McDonough is appointed as a Public Member and replaces former Board Member Melissa Yarger.

Mr. McDonough was not present at this meeting.

2. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:14C-6, "Organization of Board; Officers; Executive Secretary; clerical assistants; expenses and
expenditures..." the Board held elections for the year 2002.

CHAIRMAN

Board Member James Moore nominated Ralph Wetzel as Chairman.
Alexander Tucciarone seconded that nomination. 
Ralph Wetzel accepted the nomination. 
A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

VICE-CHAIRMAN



Board Member Ralph Wetzel nominated Alexander Tucciarone as Vice-Chairman. 
Mark McManus seconded that nomination. 
Alexander Tucciarone accepted the nomination. 
A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

SECRETARY

Board Member Alexander Tucciarone nominated Margaret Sieb as Secretary. 
Ralph Wetzel seconded that nomination. 
Ms. Sieb accepted her nomination. 
A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Mark McManus nominated Barbara A. Cook as the Executive Director. 
Ernest Tretola seconded that nomination. 
Mrs. Cook accepted the nomination. 
A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

CLOSING

A motion was made by James Moore to close all nominations, and that motion was seconded by Ernest Tretola. A vote
was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

Board Members unanimously voted to elect the nominees.

PLAQUE FOR MICHAEL BAIER
FORMER BOARD MEMBER (RESIGNED)

On January 24, 2002, Members of the Board acknowledged receipt of Michael Baier's letter of resignation received at
the Board on January 11, 2002. Michael Baier served as the Board's State Member.

On February 28, 2002, a motion was made by James Moore and seconded by Ernest Tretola to state that a plaque
should be ordered and presented to Michael Baier in recognition of his many years of service to the State Board of
Examiners of Master Plumbers.

A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

3. STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF MASTER PLUMBERS EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS
ADOPTED REPEAL AND NEW RULE: N.J.A.C. 13:32:2.2
PROPOSED: DECEMBER 3, 2001 @ 33 N.J.R. 4059 (a).

Charles Manning, Regulatory Affairs, requested that this matter be scheduled in order that the Board consider this rule
for adoption. The comment period for the Board's Apprenticeship rule ended on Friday, February 1, 2002, and no
comments were received.

Mr. Manning enclosed the adoption notice for the rule and a copy of the rule as it was proposed.

A motion was made by Mark McManus and seconded by Margaret Sieb to adopt this rule as presented. (Chuck
Manning noted that this rule may possibly appear in the April 15, 2002, New Jersey register.)

A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

4. CONTINUING EDUCATION
IN ADVANCE OF THE 2003-2005 MASTER PLUMBER'S
BIENNIAL RENEWAL/ CE REQUIREMENT - 



COURSES TAKEN DURING PERIOD 2001 - 2003

The Board reviewed the resumes and course outlines of those who have expressed interest in teaching Continuing
Education (CE) for the 2003-2005 biennial and who have requested to be scheduled for either initial approval or re-
approval as CE Instructors.

The following instructors presented their materials seeking re-approval to teach CE for this biennial:

Robert W. Muller, LMP # 7053
P.O. Box 371, 10 Liberty Street 
Matawan, NJ 07747 
Telephone number: 732-566-2417
Fax number: 732-566-0935 
Email address: Rmuller631@aol.com
Instructor # 46 ...............................................

..... Mr. Muller plans to teach with :

Mr. Robert Kordulak, Licensed Master Plumber # 2280 
206 First Avenue, Belmar, NJ 07719
Telephone number: 732-681-5400
Fax number: 732-681-5047 
Email address: Arkord@aol.com 
Instructor # 66

On February 28, 2002, subsequent to the materials presented by Messrs. Muller and Kordulak, a motion was made by
Mark McManus and seconded by Ernest Tretola, that the Board approves both instructors and their course outline for
teaching Continuing Education for the 2003-2005 biennial requirement.

A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

5. DANIEL TOZZI, EXPIRED LICENSE
MASTER PLUMBER'S LICENSE NO. 1347
FAILED TO RENEW FOR 1997-1999; 1999-2001; 2001-2003

Mr. Tozzi submitted a letter to the Board dated January 23, 2002, outlining the reasons why his Master Plumber's
License lapsed and expired. He sought the Board's direction with respect to reinstating his license.

On February 28, 2002, a motion was made by Alexander Tucciarone and seconded by James Moore, that Mr. Tozzi be
re-tested and successfully pass the Master Plumber's examination in order to re-gain his license.

A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

6. DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
DIVISION OF CODES AND STANDARDS
MEMORANDUM
DRAFT AGENDA AND APPROVED MINUTES 1/31/02

Board Members were provided with the draft Agenda for the Code Advisory Board meeting of February 8, 2002. Also
enclosed were the approved minutes of the Code Advisory Board meeting of October 12, 2001.

Members of the Board reiterated their concern and interest in proceeding with the regulation entitled "Scope of
Practice" which details and differentiates plumbing versus non-plumbing repairs and services.

Board Member Alexander Tucciarone further commented that the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) maintains



a continued interest in the Board's pursuit of this Scope of Practice regulation, and that the DCA includes this topic as
a routine item on its agenda.

Board Members requested that additional correspondence be directed to Deputy Attorney General (DAG) Lembo to
communicate the details of the Board's discussion, this date, in order that the Division of Law apprize the Board as to
the specific status of this "Scope of Practice" regulation.

7. WARREN ANDREWS, LMP # 5167
T/A A-1 PLUMBING, HEATING AND AIR-CONDITIONING

Mr. Andrews submitted a letter dated January 24, 2002, to the Board identifying his affiliation with the Atlantic
County Master Plumbers Association and the New Jersey State League of Master Plumbers, and stating the
association's plans to implement a training school with the League. He requested specifics from the Board regarding
the implementation of this school.

On February 28, 2002, Members of the Board acknowledged receipt of Mr. Andrews' request and concluded that such
a matter is not within the Board's jurisdiction; however, Members suggested that Mr. Andrews contact the United
States Department of Labor to obtain details concerning the course requirements and course approvals of that agency.
Further, Mr. Andrews should contact the Department of Education in order to obtain the requirements for a license to
operate such a school.

A motion was made by Mark McManus and seconded by James Moore that correspondence be directed to Mr.
Andrews, outlined above.

A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

8. In the Matter of the Suspension or Revocation of the License of
PEARCE E. HERTZBERG, LMP # 10346 
To Practice as a Master Plumber in the State of New Jersey 
Final Order of Discipline filed 1/24/02

(A) Respondent's license to practice plumbing in the State of New Jersey shall be and is suspended by said order
unless or until he furnishes the Board with a written response to the two (2) consumer complaints;

(B) Respondent is assessed a civil penalty in the aggregate amount of $1,000 consisting of $500 per consumer
complaint, for his failure to timely cooperate with the Board's initial requests for a written response to the two (2)
pending consumer complaints requiring the filing of this Final Order of Discipline;

(C) Any practice in this State prior to formal reinstatement of license by the Board shall constitute grounds for a
charge of unlicensed practice. In addition, the Board reserves the right to place restrictions on respondent's practice
should his license be reinstated.

SENATE NO. 1089
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
SPONSORED BY SENATOR GERALD CARDINALE

Allows inactive licensees to complete required continuing education at any time prior to reactivating license.

On February 28, 2002, Board Members reviewed this legislation and expressed that they oppose this bill, in a motion
made by James Moore and seconded by Mark McManus, stating that they have expended time and energy developing



the details of their CE Program and are pleased with the manner in which it operates. Secondly, they closed their
discussion by agreeing that they find no reason for this legislation.

JOHN WALTER HEWETT, FORMER LMP # 4657
DECEASED 2/8/02
REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE OF BUSINESS
BY SON, WILILAM A. HEWETT, LMP# 11628

On February 28, 2002, Board Members acknowledged the death of former licensee John Walter Hewett, who passed
away on February 8, 2002.

Board Members reviewed the correspondence of William A. Hewett, dated February 19, 2002, and noted that he
recently obtained his own Master Plumber's license and now plans to continue the business once owned by his father.
William Hewett explained that he was in the process of securing the required corporate documents to properly register
this business at the Board Office.

Members of the Board recommended that William A. Hewett proceed with the necessary details to properly register
the business as a corporation with his ownership and completing the requirements at the Board Office in becoming the
bonafide representative for John W. Hewett, Inc.

Charles Manning of Regulatory Affairs attended the Board's meeting on February 28, 2002, and while this matter had
not been part of the published Agenda for this date, he requested to speak to the Board concerning:

SUNSET COMMITTEE
STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF MASTER PLUMBERS

On February 28, 2002, Charles Manning, Regulatory Affairs, informed Board Members that the regulations for the
State Board of Examiners of Master Plumbers will sunset on October 8, 2002.

Charles Manning advised that the Board must proceed to structure a Committee to discuss the regulations and insure
that they are still effective. Mr. Manning advised that he will attend this committee meeting.

On 2/28/02, the following Board Members volunteered for this sunset committee:

On March 21, 2002, Board Members will confirm the dates for the sunset committee meeting(s).

Executive Director Barbara A. Cook, DAG Darlene Lapola and Rosemarie Baccile, Executive Assistant, will be in
attendance for these sunset committee meetings.

EXECUTIVE CLOSED SESSION MOTION:

A motion was made by James Moore and seconded by Ernest Tretola, to proceed into Executive Closed Session to
review approximately (25) twenty-five consumer complaint matters, and for consideration of investigation of possible
violations of applicable law, pending or anticipated litigation, matters under investigation, to conduct three (3)
scheduled investigative inquiries and review matters within the attorney-client relationship exception to the Open
Public Meetings Act. The subject of this discussion shall remain confidential until such time as the reasons for having
this matter in Executive Closed Session are no longer applicable. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously
passed.

The next regularly scheduled meeting is on Thursday, March 21, 2002, at 9:00 a.m. in the Hudson Room.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________ 
Barbara A. Cook
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