
#490 MEETING OF THE
STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF MASTER PLUMBERS

- APRIL 24, 2003

The Minutes of the April 24, 2003, Board Meeting have not been formally approved and are subject to
change or modification by the Public Body at its regular meeting on May 22, 2003.

The notice of the meeting has been mailed to the Star-Ledger, Camden Courier Post, and Trenton Times
newspapers, and has also been posted on the Bulletin Board at the Office of the Secretary of State in
Trenton, New Jersey.

The Board Meeting of April 24, 2003, was called to order at 9:00 a.m. The following Board Members were
present:

Alexander J. Tucciarone, Chairman

Ernest Tretola, Vice-Chairman

Margaret Sieb, Secretary

James Moore

Mark McManus

Ralph Wetzel

At present, there are (3) three Board Member vacancies. A vacancy remains for the State Member on the
Board, which position was formerly held by Board Member Michael Baier, who resigned on January 11,
2002.

Board Member Peter J. Mc Donough, Jr. formally resigned his position in a letter to the Board dated
September 5, 2002, creating a vacancy for a Public Member.

A vacancy remains for another Public Member on the Board since the resignation of Christine C. Simon on
April 25, 2002.

Others in attendance:

The following individuals were in attendance from 9:00 a.m. until the close of the meeting at 3:00 pm:

Barbara A. Cook, Executive Director

Rosemarie Baccile, Executive Assistant

Deputy Attorney General Joseph A. Donofrio served as the Board's counseling deputy for this meeting.

(It is noted DAG Lapola attended her final meeting with the State Board of Examiners of Master Plumbers
on March 27, 2003.)

PUBLIC SESSION VISITORS:

The following individuals were present from the public and signed the attendance register for this meeting:

Charles T. Reiners, Licensed Master Plumber # 1105



Jim Miller, Licensed Master Plumber # 9743
New Jersey State League of Master Plumbers

Bill Stepler, C.E.P. Associates

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Chairman Alexander Tucciarone led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Chairman
Tucciarone also requested a moment of silence in recognition of U.S. troops engaged in Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES ~ MARCH 27, 2003, MEETING

A motion was made by Mark McManus and seconded by Ralph Wetzel to approve the March 27, 2003,
Minutes. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

_________________________________________________________________

BOARD BUSINESS 

__________________________________________________________________

1. CONTINUING EDUCATION
IN ADVANCE OF THE 2003-2005 MASTER PLUMBER'S
BIENNIAL RENEWAL/ CE REQUIREMENT - 
COURSES TAKEN DURING PERIOD 2001-2003

The Board continues to review the resumes and course outlines of those who have expressed interest in
teaching Continuing Education (CE) for the 2003-2005 biennial and who have requested to be scheduled
for either initial approval or re-approval as CE Instructors.

The following individual submitted his resume, course outline, and a formal request for the Board's
consideration of his initial approval to teach CE:

MARVIN L. KENNEDY
Licensed Master Plumber # 11027

On April 24, 2003, Mr. Marvin L. Kennedy was present before the full Board. Subsequent to a brief
discussion amongst Mr. Kennedy and Board Members, the following motion was made by Ralph Wetzel
and James Moore to approve Mr. Kennedy and his course outline for teaching CE for the duration of the
2003-2005 biennial renewal requirement. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

Mr. Kennedy was reminded by Board Members that all CE instructors must return to the Board for re-
approval to teach the requirement for the next cycle of 2005-2007. At that time, a sponsor fee of $100 will
also be charged in accordance with existing New Jersey Plumbing Statutes and Regulations, more
specifically N.J.A.C. 13:32-5.1 Fee Schedule, (14) CE sponsor application fee... $100.00.

~ APPLICANTS

2. DARRIN M. GROSSET

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR EXAMINATION
TO PRACTICE AS A MASTER PLUMBER IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

PROVISIONAL ORDER OF DENIAL DTD 12/19/02



FINAL ORDER OF DENIAL DTD 3/21/03

Respondent applied to have the State Board of Examiners of Master Plumbers approve his taking the
licensing examination for Master Plumbers. A review of the application revealed that Mr. Grosset had been
the subject of a conviction. The details concerning the conviction and the terms of the denial are reflected
in the Provisional Order of Denial (POD).

On February 27, 2003, the Board determined that a Final Order of Denial (FOD) by default should be
prepared since Mr. Grosset failed to respond to the POD. The FOD was prepared and filed on March 21,
2003.

3. WILLIAM T. MUELLER

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR EXAMINATION
TO PRACTICE AS A MASTER PLUMBER IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

PROVISIONAL ORDER OF DENIAL DTD. 12/19/02
FINAL ORDER OF DENIAL DTD 3/21/03

Respondent applied to have the State Board of Examiners of Master Plumbers approve his taking the
licensing examination for Master Plumbers. A review of the application revealed that Mr. Mueller had been
the subject of more than one conviction. The details concerning those convictions and the terms of the
denial are reflected in the Provisional Order of Denial (POD).

On February 27, 2003, the Board determined that a Final Order of Denial (FOD) by default should be
prepared since Mr. Mueller failed to respond to the POD. The FOD was prepared and filed on March 21,
2003.

4. LARRY D. PENN

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR EXAMINATION TO PRACTICE AS A
MASTER PLUMBER IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY PROVISIONAL ORDER OF DENIAL

(POD) DTD. 12/19/02 FINAL ORDER OF DENIAL DTD 3/21/03

Respondent applied to have the State Board of Examiners of Master Plumbers approve his taking the
licensing examination for Master Plumbers. A review of the application revealed that he had been the
subject of a conviction. The details concerning the conviction and the terms of the denial are reflected in
the Provisional Order of Denial (POD).

On February 27, 2003, the Board determined that a Final Order of Denial (FOD) by default should be
prepared since Mr. Penn failed to respond to the POD. The FOD was prepared and filed on March 21, 2003.

5. ALFREDO E. SORDO-RAMOS

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR EXAMINATION
TO PRACTICE AS A MASTER PLUMBER IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

PROVISIONAL ORDER OF DENIAL (POD) DTD. 12/19/02
FINAL ORDER OF DENIAL DTD 3/21/03

Respondent applied to have the State Board of Examiners of Master Plumbers approve his taking the
licensing examination for Master Plumbers. A review of the application revealed that the applicant had
been the subject of a conviction. The details concerning the applicant's conviction and the terms of the
denial are reflected in the Provisional Order of Denial (POD).

On February 27, 2003, the Board determined that a Final Order of Denial (FOD) by default should be
prepared since Mr. Sordo-Ramos failed to respond to the POD. The FOD was prepared and filed on March



21, 2003.

~ LICENSEES

6. MICHAEL J. D'AMICO

SUSPENDED LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER # 7175
IN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION

OF HIS LICENSE TO PRACTICE PLUMBING IN THE 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

FINAL ORDER OF DISCIPLINE

A Final Order of Discipline filed on March 21, 2003, reflects that the conduct of the licensee constitutes
failure to cooperate with the Board in violation of N.J.A.C. 13-45C-1.3(a)(1), in that he failed to timely
respond to Board inquiries to provide information concerning two (2) consumer complaint matters
submitted to the Board Office. Said Order includes a $10,000 penalty ($5,000 for each complaint), plus a
$200 penalty for Mr. D'Amico's failure to apprize the Board of his current address.

On April 24, 2003, DAG Donofrio advised Board Members that Mr. D'Amico visited the Board Office on
April 11, 2003, concerning the suspension of his license and an address change, but submitted no formal
response. DAG Donofrio advised that he will pursue the retrieval of Mr. D'Amico's Master Plumber's seal.

7. LUCIANO J. D'ALESANDRO

IN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF HIS
LICENSE TO PRACTICE PLUMBING IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY PROVISIONAL

ORDER OF DISCIPLINE (POD) DTD. 3/21/03

Respondent is a Licensed Master Plumber in the State of New Jersey, and when the Board received a
consumer complaint concerning the licensee, correspondence was directed to him requesting an initial
response and some additional information. Respondent failed to cooperate with the Board's investigation by
submitting additional details, in contravention of N.J.A.C. 13:45C-1.3(a)(5).

This POD included terms subject to finalization by the Board at 5:00 pm on the 30th business day
following entry (that being 4/21/03), unless Respondent requested a modification or dismissal of the stated

Findings of Fact or Conclusions of Law.

On April 24, 2003, DAG Donofrio advised that licensee D'Alesandro had, in fact, responded to the Board's
POD within the allotted time frame, and the DAG recommended that this matter be rescheduled for the
meeting of the Board.

8. REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE OF BUSINESS (COB) 
MICHAEL J. MARRA, LMP # 7188, DECEASED 10/18/02

James H. Gorman of Gorman & Savoth, LLC, presented correspondence to the Board dated April 14, 2003,
on behalf of his client, Richard Marra, and the deceased Michael J. Marra, formerly Licensed Master
Plumber # 7188, both of Marra Construction, Inc.

Mr. Gorman described the circumstances surrounding this family business, requested a "second"
continuance of business for the company, and submitted the application of Richard Marra as an applicant
for the Master Plumber's examination. Board members " with the assistance of DAG Joseph Donofrio " had
been requested to review this matter to determine if existing New Jersey Plumbing Statutes and Regulations
permitted the requests of counsel for Marra Construction, Inc.

On April 24, 2003, Board Members and DAG Donofrio held a discussion concerning this matter and



considered the requests of Mr. Gorman on behalf of Marra Construction, after which a motion was made by
James Moore and seconded by Ralph Wetzel to proceed into Executive Closed Session for deliberation.

On April 24, 2003, after a brief period in Executive Closed Session, the Board returned to Open Public
Session to report their findings in a motion made by James Moore and seconded by Mark McManus:

(A) The applicant, Richard Marra, is not qualified as a candidate for the Master Plumber's examination in
accordance with N.J.A.C. 13:32-2.2 Experience requirements, and therefore, his application is denied;

It is noted that Richard Marra does not possess either the formal apprenticeship training or the bachelor's
degree required in the above regulation, N.J.A.C. 13:32-2.2(b) (1) and (2);

(B) Michael J. Marra's date of death is October 18, 2002; therefore, the request for a COB is denied in
accordance with N.J.A.C. 13:32-3.2 (d), Bona fide representative; reporting responsibilities:

"If the bona fide representative for any firm, partnership, corporation or other legal entity
contemplated by N.J.S.A. 45:14C-2 is unable to perform the duties of a bona fide
representative because of death, illness, or disability, the firm, partnership, corporation, or
other legal entity may continue to operate for six (6) months without a bona fide representative
provided that a licensee supervises all work to be conducted in the same manner as required by
a bona fide representative pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:32-3.3 (a)3, and the licensee and the firm,
partnership, corporation, or other legal entity notify the Board within ten (10) days of death,
illness, or disability of the bona fide representative..."

(It is noted that although Marra Construction had applied for a "second" COB, there had been no prior
requests or approvals by the Board with respect to a "first" COB;)

(C) The Master Plumber's pressure seal belonging to the deceased (# 7188) must be returned to the Board
Office.

A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

9. Barbara A. Cook, Executive Director, reserved a portion of Open Public session to review some pending
issues with Board Members.

Ms. Cook advised that she anticipated the Master Plumber's Renewal Applications to be released to all
active Licensed Master Plumbers on or about Friday, April 25, 2003.

Ms. Cook cautioned while in Open Public Session that these renewal applications are designed as "Return
Service Requested," which means if the licensee has moved from that location, the renewal application
will not be forwarded by the U.S. Postal Service, but will be returned to Centralized Licensing Trenton.

Licensees are encouraged to keep the Board Office apprized of their current mailing address in order that
the Board's renewal applications successfully reach each Master Plumber.

The Executive Director explained that inquiries have been received from Licensed Master Plumbers who
are serving in the U.S. Military in Operation Iraqi Freedom. Ms. Cook advised that those U.S. Military
personnel who are licensed as Master Plumbers are encouraged to change the status of their license to an
"Inactive status."

Ms. Cook advised that the she had budgeted sufficient funds to appropriate the costs of producing current
law books for the State Board of Examiners of Master Plumbers. Every Licensed Master Plumber will be
mailed a copy. These law books will also incorporate the Home Improvement Act in their publication.

Ms. Cook further noted that the law books will reflect the recently adopted sunsetted version of the Master



Plumbers Rules and Regulations published in the New Jersey Register on April 21, 2003.

NOT ON THE PUBLISHED AGENDA
OUT OF STATE LICENSES/MASTER PLUMBERS

The Board noted that several inquiries have been received from those who hold Master Plumber's licenses
in States other than New Jersey. Those inquiring are seeking to gain a New Jersey Master Plumber's
license.

On April 24, 2003, Board Members noted that all applicants for the Master Plumber's examination,
including those individuals who possess plumbing licenses in other States, must qualify under existing New
Jersey Plumbing Statutes and Regulations, in accordance with N.J.A.C. 13:32-2.2 Experience
Requirements.

Board Members further noted that reciprocity is not extended for licensure as a Master Plumber in New
Jersey.

9A. For the information of the Board ~ tracking the Sunset adoption~

DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

RULES OF THE STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF MASTER PLUMBERS
PROPOSED READOPTION WITH AMENDMENTS, REPEALS & 
NEW RULES: N.J.A.C. 13:32

For purposes of tracking this item, on January 23, 2003, the Board voted to re-adopt these regulations as
amended.

As reported above by the Executive Director, Barbara A. Cook, these regulations were adopted and
published on Monday, April 21, 2003, in the New Jersey Register.

EXECUTIVE CLOSED SESSION MOTION:

A motion was made by James Moore and seconded by Ernest Tretola to proceed into Executive Closed
Session to review eleven (11) administrative closings of consumer complaints and nine (9) pending
consumer complaint matters, one (1) Investigative Inquiry, and for consideration of investigation of
possible violations of applicable law, pending or anticipated litigation, matters under investigation, and
review matters within the attorney-client relationship exception to the Open Public Meetings Act. The
subject of this discussion shall remain confidential until such time as the reasons for having this matter in
Executive Closed Session are no longer applicable.

The next regularly scheduled meeting is on Thursday, May 22, 2003, at 9:00 a.m. in the Somerset Room.

Respectfully submitted,

___________________________
Barbara A. Cook
Executive Director
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