
#482 MEETING OF THE
STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF MASTER PLUMBERS

- AUGUST 22, 2002

The Minutes of the August 22, 2002, Board Meeting have not been formally approved and are subject to change or
modification by the Public Body at its regular meeting on September 26, 2002.

The notice of the meeting has been mailed to the Star-Ledger, Camden Courier Post, and Trenton Times newspapers,
and has also been posted on the Bulletin Board at the Office of the Secretary of the State in Trenton, New Jersey.

The Board Meeting of August 22, 2002, was called to order at 9:00 a.m. The following Board Members were present:

Ralph Wetzel, Chairman

Alexander J. Tucciarone, Vice-Chairman

Margaret Sieb, Secretary

James Moore

Mark McManus

Board Member Ernest Tretola was absent.

The vacancy remains for a State Member on the Board, which position was formerly held by Board Member Michael
Baier, who resigned on January 11, 2002.

Recently appointed Board Member Peter J. Mc Donough Jr., Public Member, was not in attendance on August 22,
2002.

A vacancy also remains for a Public Member on the Board since the resignation of Christine C. Simon on April 25,
2002.

Others in attendance:

The following individuals were present from 9:00 a.m. until the close of the meeting at 2:00 pm:

Barbara A. Cook, Executive Director

Rosemarie Baccile, Executive Assistant

Deputy Attorney General Darlene Lapola was absent from this meeting.

Deputy Attorney General August T. Lembo served as the Board's counseling deputy for this meeting.

PUBLIC SESSION VISITORS:

The following individuals were present from the public and signed the attendance register for this meeting:

Paul Damon, Paul Damon Plumbing and Heating

Jim Miller, New Jersey State League of Master Plumbers (NJSLMP)



Richard Perfetti, NJSLMP

Julius Lembo, NJSLMP

Stephen Rodzinak, NJSLMP

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES - JULY 25, 2002, MEETING

A motion was made by Margaret Sieb and seconded by James Moore to approve the Minutes of the July 25, 2002,
meeting. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

It is noted that Board Member Alexander Tucciarone requested that he be noted on the record for clarifying the issue
of plumbing work as it concerns New Jersey's schools, as discussed at the previous meeting on July 25, 2002.

Mr. Tucciarone explained that all plumbing work related to new construction on both public and private schools must
be performed by a Licensed Master Plumber. Further, he clarified, that all maintenance plumbing work on New
Jersey's schools requires permits and inspections; however, in New Jersey's public schools, maintenance work does not
require a Licensed Master Plumber, and in private schools, a Licensed Master Plumber is required.

The Board accepted Mr. Tucciarone's clarification for the record.

1. CONTINUING EDUCATION
IN ADVANCE OF THE 2003-2005 MASTER PLUMBER'S
BIENNIAL RENEWAL/ CE REQUIREMENT - 
COURSES TAKEN DURING PERIOD 2001-2003

The Board continues to review the resumes and course outlines of those who have expressed interest in teaching
Continuing Education (CE) for the 2003-2005 biennial and who have requested to be scheduled for either initial
approval or re-approval as CE Instructors.

The following individual submitted his resume and course outline:

PAUL FRANK DAMON, LMP # 10002 
54 WEST DR., LIVINGSTON, NJ 07039-3525; tel # 973-994-0435 
Request for re-approval as CE INSTRUCTOR # 33

On August 22, 2002, Mr. Damon was present before the full Board. Subsequent to a brief discussion with him, the
following motion was made by Alexander Tucciarone and seconded by Margaret Sieb, to approve Mr. Damon as a CE
Instructor for the 2003-2005 biennial renewal, and to approve his course outline. Mr. Damon noted that he teaches CE
without the assistance of any other instructor. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

NEW JERSEY STATE LEAGUE OF MASTER PLUMBERS GROUP

2. RICHARD L. PERFETTI, LMP # 4663 
Request for re-approval 
P.O. Box 6348, Bridgewater, NJ 08807 
Telephone number: 908-526-6664
FAX 908-253-0768 
Instructor # 16

STEPHEN C. RODZINAK, LMP # 6761
Request for initial approval to teach jointly with Mr. Perfetti ~ 
821 Lincoln Avenue, Manville, NJ 08835
908-725-5991



It is noted that James Miller, NJSLMP, was present on August 22, 2002, to represent the League in the approval of
additional CE Instructors for their group.

On August 22, 2002, Messrs. Perfetti and Rodzinak advised the Board that they intend on teaching CE in conjunction
with the New Jersey State League of Master Plumbers Group. The course outline of the NJSLMP was approved at the
Board's July 25, 2002, meeting. (The Board considered Items #2 and #3 together.)

3. JULIUS LEMBO , LMP # 6013
CORRESPONDENCE OF 8/7/02, REQUEST FOR INITIAL APPROVAL

Mr. Lembo advised the Board in his above letter that he, too, plans to teach CE in conjunction with the NJSLMP. On
August 22, 2002, Mr. Lembo was present before the full Board.

Following a brief discussion with Messrs. Miller, Perfetti, Lembo, and Rodzinak, the following motion was made by
Margaret Sieb and seconded by Mark McManus, to approve the additional (3) individuals to instruct CE for the
NJSLMP group.

The Board reiterated that the course outline to be utilized by the League had already been approved on July 25, 2002.

A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

4. For the information of the Board ~
SENATE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR 
SENATE NOS. 1249 AND 1278

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 210TH LEGISLATURE
ADOPTED MAY 9, 2002

SYNOPSIS: Requires certification of persons installing medical gas piping in licensed health care facilities.

SENATE HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND SENIOR CITIZENS COMMITTEE STATEMENT TO SENATE
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE NOS. 1249 AND 1278

Both of the above documents were provided to the Board for their information in tracking the developments on the
subject of medical gas piping.

On August 22, 2002, a brief discussion was held concerning this legislation, and the Board reiterated their support of
these new developments on medical gas piping.

5. MEMORANDUM OF DARLENE KANE
BUDGET ANALYST
AUGUST 8, 2002
DIVISION OF LAW BILLING

Ms. Kane submitted her report detailing the Division of Law billing for the fourth quarter of FY 2002.

Board Members accepted this report, and questioned one item pertaining to a taxation matter billed by DAG Lapola
(see page # 1068).

Executive Director Barbara A. Cook informed Board Members that she will explore the reason why this item was
included on the Master Plumber's billing and return her findings to the Board.

__________________________________________________________________

DISCIPLINARY ACTION



__________________________________________________________________

6. IN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION
OF THE MASTER PLUMBER'S LICENSE OF
AUGUST M. DIETRICH, III
LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER # 8974 
TO PRACTICE PLUMBING IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY
FINAL ORDER OF DISCIPLINE 
FILED JUNE 27, 2002

According to this filed order, the licensee is reprimanded for professional misconduct and restitution in the amount of
$12,146.50 is due in Docket No. MER-L-003576-97, Mercer County, based on the same facts of this matter; the costs
for the State Board's investigation are due and owing in the sum of $4,045.42; and, (the order states) should Mr.
Dietrich not comply with the terms of this order within (30) thirty days of 6/27/02, his license shall be suspended.

Subsequent to the findings of an Investigative Inquiry, the filed order details that the licensee committed professional
misconduct in violation of NJSA 45:1-21(e) when he performed services that he admits he believed would not
properly function; attempted to install improperly sized piping and installed plumbing in a jacuzzi without proper
equipment; and, finally he failed to obtain a plumbing permit and neglected to comply with correcting eight (8)
subcode violations specified in the violation notice from a licensed DCA inspector.

Deputy Attorney General August T. Lembo reviewed this Order with Board Members, and noted that the Order is self
executed with respect to the suspension issue of Mr. Dietrich's Master Plumber's license.

A motion was made by Margaret Sieb and seconded by James Moore to formally note for the record that the
suspension of the Master Plumber's License of August M. Dietrich, III, Licensed Master Plumber # 8974, is official. A
vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT

Matters from Executive Director Barbara A. Cook

Ms. Barbara A. Cook, Executive Director of the State Board of Examiners of Master Plumbers, reviewed several
currrent events at the Office of the State Board, including the approaching deadline of November 2, 2002, that will
change the qualifications for anyone applying for the Master Plumber's examination.

Ms. Cook advised that a special bulletin has been developed by her to serve as a reminder for all applicants, and she
stated that this bulletin is included with all application packets sent from the Board Office. This bulletin will also be
found soon on the Internet.

With respect to serving the consumers and callers of New Jersey, Ms. Cook informed Board Members that many
requests, most times on a daily basis, are received through a vehicle designed for consumers entitled "Ask Consumer
Affairs." The Board Office is processing these requests and responding to inquiries on an expedited basis.

With respect to the Open Public Records Act (OPRA), Ms. Cook advised that the Division continues to adhere to
current dictates of OPRA; however, with respect to questions specifically raised regarding the names and addresses of
applicants and new licensees, Ms. Cook advised that she will explore this issue and determine whether or not CE
Instructors will be provided with such information, in accordance with recent changes implemented by the Governor
that will affect OPRA.

NOT ON THE PUBLISHED AGENDA

PATRICK S. HICKERSON, FORMER LMP # 10114
CORRESPONDENCE OF JULY 15, 2002



The expired licensee submitted correspondence to explain that for reasons of personal difficulty, his Master Plumber's
license lapsed and expired. Mr. Hickerson advised in his letter to the Board that he wished to reinstate his license,
submitted proper fees, and sought the Board's approval for his reinstatement.

On August 22, 2002, Board Members preliminarily reviewed Mr. Hickerson's licensing file, and concluded that Mr.
Hickerson should immediately register for, and attend, a CE course, and, after such a course is completed, he may
return proof of attendance by a copy of his CE Certificate to the Board Office, for approval in reinstating his Master
Plumber's license.

The Board Office will proceed in contacting Mr. Hickerson to advise him of the Board's recommendation, and
accordingly reschedule this matter for the Board's Agenda.

NOT ON THE PUBLISHED AGENDA ~

NATIONAL STANDARD PLUMBING CODE 2003 CODE

Board Member Alexander Tucciarone advised that a public hearing was held on August 16, 2002, concerning the new
code changes. He advised that these changes will be published in a book during January, 2003, and that the next step in
developing the code is the review by the Subcode Committee at the Department of Community Affairs in Trenton, NJ.

Mr. Tucciarone explained that the comments on the new code are then prepared and reviewed prior to the final
adoption.

Alexander Tucciarone advised that he will keep Board Members apprized of the future developments of the 2003 code.

On the published Agenda for Executive Closed Session ~

15. EXPERIOR ASSESSMENTS, LLC, MASTER PLUMBER'S EXAMINATION /
BUSINESS AND LAW PORTION

On August 22, 2002, this matter, originally scheduled on the Agenda for Executive Closed Session, was reconsidered
by the Board and addressed in Open Public Session. The Board determined that the nature of the discussion did not
pose any administrative restraint or breach any issue of confidentiality.

Experior Assessments LLC provided a document pertaining to the subject content and percentile breakdown of each
topic for the Master Plumber's examination. This matter was scheduled for the Board's review and to authorize the
Executive Director to "sign off" on same.

On August 22, 2002, Board Members reviewed the test content, after which a motion made by James Moore and
seconded by Mark McManus, to approve the test content without any change. Experior Assessments, LLC, should be
notified of same.

A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

NOT ON THE PUBLISHED AGENDA

DOCUMENTING EXPERIENCE IN THE PLUMBING TRADE

Chairman Ralph Wetzel confirmed that, as of this date and only until November 1, 2002, applicants attempting to
qualify with sufficient experience for the Master Plumber's examination, may submit any of the following items as
proof of that experience as supervised by a Licensed Master Plumber for the duration of a five (5) year period:

W-2 Forms, 1099 Forms, Income Tax Returns; Print-out from the Internal Revenue Service bearing the name of the



applicant and the name of the employer with the designated year of employment; Print-out from the Office of Social
Security bearing the name of the applicant, the name of the employer and the year of pertinent employment.

Chairman Wetzel reiterated that the qualifications do change commencing November 2, 2002, for applicants seeking
approval for the Master Plumber's examination, whereby applicants may only qualify to take the examination if he/she
has either:

(A) Successfully completed a four (4) year accredited apprenticeship program, approved by both the U.S. Department
of Labor and a federally certified state agency, and gained one additional year of experience working as a journeyman
plumber; or,

(B) Obtained a bachelor's degree in mechanical, plumbing, or sanitary engineering from a college or university
accredited by a regional accreditation agency recognized by the Council on Post-Secondary Accreditation or the
United States Department of Education, with one full year of practical hands-on experience as a journeyman plumber.

EXECUTIVE CLOSED SESSION MOTION:

A motion was made by James Moore and seconded by Alexander Tucciarone to proceed into Executive Closed Session
to review five (5) administrative closings of a consumer complaint and (9) nine pending consumer complaint matters;
for consideration of investigation of possible violations of applicable law, pending or anticipated litigation, matters
under investigation; review matters within the attorney-client relationship exception to the Open Public Meetings Act.
(No investigative inquiries were scheduled for this meeting). The subject of this discussion shall remain confidential
until such time as the reasons for having this matter in Executive Closed Session are no longer applicable.

The next regularly scheduled meeting is on Thursday, September 26, 2002, at 9:00 a.m. in the Hudson Room.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________ 
Barbara A. Cook
Executive Director

New Jersey State Board of Examiners
of Master Plumbers
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