
#518 MEETING OF THE STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS
OF MASTER PLUMBERS -

The Minutes of the November 17, 2005 Board Meeting have not been formally approved and are subject to
change or modification by the Public Body at its regular meeting on December 15, 2005.

The notice of the November 17, 2005 meeting has been mailed to the Star-Ledger, Camden Courier Post,
and Trenton Times newspapers, and has also been posted on the Bulletin Board at the Office of the
Secretary of State in Trenton, New Jersey.

The Board Meeting of November 17, 2005 was called to order with the following Board Members in
attendance:

Mark McManus, Chairman

Ralph Wetzel, Vice-Chairman

Margaret Sieb, Secretary

Peter I. Voros

Michael K. Maloney

Michael L. Sestanovich

Board Members Donald B. Dileo and Adam J. Sabath were absent from this meeting.

At present, there is one (1) Board Member vacancy for a Public Member.

Board Member Peter J. Mc Donough, Jr. formally resigned his position in a letter to the Board dated
September 5, 2002, creating a vacancy for a Public Member.

Others in attendance:

The following individuals were in attendance from 9:00 a.m. until the close of the meeting at 4:00 pm:

Barbara A. Cook, Executive Director

Rosemarie Baccile, Executive Assistant

Alok Jain, Assistant to Barbara A. Cook

Deputy Attorney General Joseph A. Donofrio was absent from this meeting and arranged for Deputy
Attorney General Darlene Lapola to serve as the Board’s Counseling Deputy for November 17, 2005.

PUBLIC SESSION VISITORS:

Charles Reiners, LMP #1105 and CE Instructor

Bruce Negri, Middlesex County Vocational School , CE Sponsor # 20

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE to the FLAG

Chairman Mark McManus led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Mr. McManus also
requested that the Board join in a moment of silence in recognition of U.S. troops serving overseas.



APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES ~ OCTOBER 27, 2005

A motion was made by Ralph Wetzel and seconded by Margaret Sieb to approve the minutes of the
October 27, 2005, meeting.

A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

PRESENT BOARD MEMBERS -&- CAPACITIES

MARK MC MANUS ~ CHAIRMAN, JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER

MARGARET SIEB ~ SECRETARY, PUBLIC MEMBER

RALPH WETZEL ~ VICE-CHAIRMAN ~ MASTER PLUMBER MEMBER

MAYOR PETER I. VOROS ~ MASTER PLUMBER MEMBER

MICHAEL K. MALONEY ~ MASTER PLUMBER MEMBER

MICHAEL L. SESTANOVICH ~ INSPECTOR MEMBER

DONALD B. DILEO ~ PUBLIC MEMBER

COMMISSIONER ADAM J. SABATH ~ STATE MEMBER, NJ DEPT OF LABOR

BOARD BUSINESS

1. CONTINUING EDUCATION AUDIT 
CONCLUSION OF AUDIT 2003-2005 
MARCH 25, 2004 - OCT. 27, 2005

The State Board of Examiners of Master Plumbers has been reporting on its audit of the 2003-2005 five (5)
hour CE biennial renewal requirement by providing all disciplinary statistics in Open Public Session since
the March 25, 2004, meeting.

CONCLUSION OF AUDIT 2003-2005

As a result of the CE disciplinary actions issued to date, the Board has collected civil penalties totaling
updated on October 31, 2005, and stenographic costs in the amount of $690.59--- based solely on the audit
of 460 randomly selected Licensed Master Plumbers

Further disciplinary actions are underway by way of Provisional and Final Orders of Discipline issued by
the Board and developed by the Division of Law.

On October 27, 2005, Deputy Attorney General (DAG) Joseph A. Donofrio advised that he is presently
working on the remaining (31) cases to conclude this portion of the 2003-2005 CE audit. The Board
reiterated that they wished to complete the 2003-2005 audit before initiating any steps toward an audit for
2005-2007 CE compliance.

$250.00 PENALTY PAYMENT - 10-31-2005 ~ LICENSEE MIDDLETON

(A) "Unacceptable Response" category CE AUDIT: Reason: The explanation for not attending CE had
been denied.

On October 31, 2005, Licensee Feldman Middleton, LMP # 7026 submitted $250 of the $500 penalty
payment due— with a written agreement to submit the balance of $250 by November 10, 2005. Licensee



Middleton had attended his make up course on 4/19/2004.

On November 17, 2005, the Board acknowledged this payment and closed the file on Middleton.

2. DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
DIVISION OF CODES AND STANDARDS
MEMORANDUM DATED OCT. 7, 2005
MEGAN K. SULLIVAN, DRAFT AGENDA & APPROVED MINUTES

On November 17, 2005, the Board reviewed this document without any formal comment.

3. BOARD REQUEST for CONTINUING EDUCATION TOPICS 2007-2009 BIENNIAL
REQUIREMENT ÿ ÿ ÿ

On October 27, 2005, Charles Manning, Regulatory Analyst, the Division of Consumers Affairs, was in
attendance to review the responses received at the Board from many of the CE Instructors.

Subsequent to a review of these suggestions, a motion was made by Ralph Wetzel and seconded by
Michael Maloney, to incorporate all of the suggestions presented by Sponsors Mitchell, Damon, Hiler and
Stepler. A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

On November 17, 2005, the Board reviewed the final notice provided by Chuck Manning, planned for
printing in the New Jersey Register, in accordance with N.J.A.C. 13:32-6.3 (b), Required Course topics.

Note: Bruce U. Negri, Middlesex County Vocational Schools, submitted a letter dated October 26, 2005,
suggesting three (3) additional topics.

On November 17, 2005, the Board suggested that these topics be re-considered for future biennials;
however, they will not be incorporated for the 2007-2009 biennial.

Charles Manning, Regulatory Affairs, was present on November 17, 2005, to state that he anticipates the
CE TOPICS will be published in the New Jersey Register for either November 21 or December 5, 2005.

4. DISCIPLINARY ACTION 
Reporting penalty and payment of $750.00

PAID IN FULL ON 10-31-2005

T/A ROK Home Improvements

Uniform Penalty Letter {UPL} in lieu of FORMAL DISCIPLINARY COMPLAINT Violations of ~
N.J.A.C. 13:32-3.1 (a) - (e) Identification of Licensed Master Plumber; vehicles; stationery; advertising;

ALBERT E. BELL, LMP # 9962 EXPIRED

N.J.A.C. 13:32-4.1 Requirement of pressure seal; penalties for misuse; return of seal

In addition to the disciplinary action, Mr. Bell was advised that his Master Plumber’s license had expired
since he had failed to renew his license for 2005-2007.

The State Board of Examiners of Master Plumbers ("the Board") has had an opportunity to review
information concerning a complaint where an advertisement was submitted by Atlantic City Construction
Officials dated March 3, 2005. A business card was presented bearing "Russell Oatman" Owner of "ROK
Home Improvements" for plumbing services; however, the card did not bear the name or identity of Albert
Bell as the Licensed Master Plumber.



The Board established Mr. Bell’s failure to fully comply with N.J.A.C. 13:32-3.1 (a) - (e) Identification of
Licensed Master Plumber; vehicles; stationery; advertising, and issued a $250.00 penalty.

Upon review of all available information, the Board has preliminarily found that Mr. Bell also violated
N.J.A.C. 13:32-4.1 Requirement of pressure seal; penalties for misuse; return of pressure seal for presenting
an invalid seal on a plumbing permit application on July 6, 2004, to Officials of Atlantic City, NJ, and
issued a $500 penalty. On October 31, 2005, Albert Bell submitted the full payment of $750.00, and he is
being processed for reinstatement.

5. Barbara A. Cook, Executive Director, reserved a portion of Open Public Session to review some pending
issues with the Board.

Ms. Cook was available for the Public comment to clarify the procedure for Master Plumber applications,
noting that applicants must provide the Board Office with the necessary proof of completion of Formal
Apprenticeship training– plus one journeyman year — in order to qualify as a candidate for this
examination.

Licensed Master Plumbers serving as sponsors for apprenticeship training must complete the necessary
documentation in proving the experience of the plumbing candidate.

ÿ It is noted that applications for the Master Plumber’s ÿ examination and Master Plumber’s business
registration forms were reviewed by Board Members during the course of its business meeting.

EXECUTIVE CLOSED SESSION MOTION:

A motion was made by Michael Maloney and seconded by Ralph Wetzel to proceed into Executive Closed
Session to review sixteen (16) pending consumer complaint matters, three (3) administrative closings,
issues surrounding the CE audit, the DAG quarterly report, one Investigative Inquiry, two (2) unlicensed
practice matters, and for consideration of investigation of possible violations of applicable law, pending or
anticipated litigation, matters under investigation, and review matters within the attorney-client relationship
exception to the Open Public Meetings Act.

A vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.

The subject of this discussion shall remain confidential until such time as the reasons for having this matter
in Executive Closed Session are no longer applicable. The next regularly scheduled meeting is on Thursday,
December 15, 2005, at 9:00 a.m. in the Essex Room.

Respectfully submitted,

___________________________
Barbara A. Cook
Executive Director

 


	Local Disk
	New Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs


