
NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINERS
MONDAY, JULY 12, 2010

PUBLIC   SESSION   MINUTES

The regular meeting of the New Jersey State Board of Psychological Examiners was
held at 124 Halsey Street, Newark, New Jersey in the Hudson Conference Room, 6th floor,
on Monday, July 12, 2010.  The meeting was convened in accordance with the provisions of
the Open Public Meetings Act.  The meeting was called to order at 10:10 A.M.

PRESENT:

Nancy E. Friedman, Ph.D., Chair
Loretto A. Brickfield, Ph.D., Vice Chair
Kenneth G. Roy, Ed.D.
Daniel N. Watter, Ed.D., Secretary
Suzanne Winderman, Public Member

ABSENT:

T. Stephen Patterson, Ph.D., Government Member

ALSO ATTENDING:

J. Michael Walker, Executive Director
Carmen A. Rodriguez, Deputy Attorney General, Counsel to Board
Wanda Ginn, Administrative Staff
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CLOSED   SESSION   AND  RETURN TO  OPEN  SESSION     

Upon unanimous vote of all members present, the Board went into closed session for
discussion of the oral examinations.  The Board returned to open session.

CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE REPORT:

TEMPORARY PERMIT–NOT TO EXCEED THREE YEARS

The following candidates were unanimously approved for a three-year temporary
permit for the supervised practice of psychology:

Angela Anthonysamy-Aruldas, Psy.D. Michelle Terzini-Hollar, Ph.D.
Senya Mahler, Ph.D. Robin Comerford, Psy.D.
Roger McFillin, Psy.D. Dawn McDonald, Psy.D.
Rakhee Wasiulla, Ph.D.

TEMPORARY PERMIT–NOT TO EXCEED ONE YEAR

The following candidates were unanimously approved for a one-year temporary
permit for the unsupervised practice of psychology:

Ilyse DiMarco, Ph.D.
Kelly Kearns, Psy.D.

LICENSED BY EXAMINATION

Upon motion made by Dr. Roy and seconded by Dr. Brickfield, the following
candidates qualified for licensure.  Voting in favor of the motion: all.

Peter Berzins, Ph.D. Aileen Torres, Ph.D.
Laura Zilli-Richardson, Ph.D. Niloo Dardashti, Psy.D.
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Steven Yalkowsky, Ph.D. Brian Friedman, Psy.D.
Mark R. Dell, Psy.D. Kimberly Montagnino, Ph.D.
Yasemin Sohtorik, Psy.D.

FAILURE OF EXAMINATION

Upon motion made by Dr. Roy and seconded by Dr. Brickfield, the Board determined
that the following candidates did not qualify for licensure.  Voting in favor of the motion: all.

Mahuya Ghosh, Ph.D.
Robert Vandercook, Psy.D.
David Weiss, Psy.D.

CORRESPONDENCE

Sarah Amador, Ph.D., TP #073-803

Dr. Amador wrote requesting an extension of her three-year supervised temporary
permit beyond its July 2, 2010 expiration date.

Dr. Amador stated that she has worked diligently for the past few years to accrue her
supervised hours.  Dr. Amador further stated that she has passed the E.P.P.P. written
examination and is currently working on her work sample for submission for the oral
examination.

Upon motion made by Dr. Brickfield and seconded by Dr. Watter, the Board voted to
extend Dr. Amador’s temporary permit for an additional year.  Dr. Amador was advised that
her permit will now expire on July 2, 2011.  Voting in favor of the motion: all.

Laura Berness, Ph.D., TP #073-908

Dr. Berness wrote requesting an extension of her three-year supervised temporary
permit beyond its July 27, 2010 expiration date.

Dr. Berness stated that she still needs to accrue additional supervision hours to take
the E.P.P.P. written examination.  Dr. Berness further stated that two maternity leaves have 
contributed to her not having accrued the required supervised hours.
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Upon motion made by Dr. Brickfield and seconded by Dr. Watter, the Board voted to
extend Dr. Berness’s temporary permit for an additional year.  Dr. Berness was advised that
her permit will now expire on July 27, 2011.  Voting in favor of the motion: all.

Mary Merla-Ramos, Ph.D., TP #073-797

   Dr. Merla-Ramos wrote requesting an extension of her three-year supervised
temporary permit beyond its July 7, 2010 expiration date.

Dr. Merla-Ramos stated she is currently in the process of completing her work sample
for submission for the oral examination and needs an extension of her permit to continue
seeing her patients.

Upon motion made by Dr. Brickfield and seconded by Dr. Watter, the Board voted to
extend Dr. Merla-Ramos’ temporary permit for an additional six months.  Dr. Merla-Ramos
was advised that her permit will now expire on January 7, 2011.  Voting in favor of  the
motion: all.

Stephanie Rubain, Psy.D., TP #073-816

Dr. Rubain wrote requesting an extension of her three-year supervised temporary
permit beyond its August 15, 2010 expiration date.

Dr. Rubain stated that she has been unable to complete the final requirements for
licensure, i.e., E.P.P.P. written examination and oral examination due to several personal
issues.  

Upon motion made by Dr. Brickfield and seconded by Dr. Watter, the Board voted to
extend Dr. Rubain’s temporary permit for an additional year contingent upon her taking the
E.P.P.P. written examination on or before September 15, 2010.  Dr. Rubain was advised that
her permit will now expire on August 15, 2011.  Voting in favor of the motion: all.

Kristen Jones, Psy.D., TP #073-811

Dr. Jones wrote requesting an extension of her three-year supervised temporary permit
beyond its July 30, 2010 expiration date.

Dr. Jones stated that she is currently preparing her work sample for submission for the
oral examination and an extension of her permit will allow her to continue seeing her
patients, under supervision, until she takes her oral examination.

Upon motion made by Dr. Brickfield and seconded by Dr. Watter, the Board voted to
extend Dr. Jones’s temporary permit for an additional year.  Dr. Jones was advised that her
permit will now expire on July 30, 2011.  Voting in favor of the motion: all.
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Tara Smith, Ph.D., TP #063-689

Dr. Smith wrote requesting an extension of her three-year supervised temporary
permit  beyond its July 6, 2010 expiration date.

Dr. Smith stated that due to  a family illness in the past few months and her temporary
leave from Seton Hall University Counseling Services until September 2010, she has not
been able to see patients.  The extension would allow her to accrue the remaining supervision
hours to take the E.P.P.P. written examination.

Upon motion made by Dr. Brickfield and seconded by Dr. Watter, the Board voted 
to extend Dr. Smith’s temporary permit for an additional year.  Dr. Smith was advised that
her permit will now expire on July 6, 2011.  Voting in favor of the motion: all.  

Alan M. Groveman, Ph.D., #1429

Dr. Groveman submitted his letter of resignation to the State Board of Psychological
Examiners.  

Dr. Groveman stated that his term expired on June 30, 2010 and he will not be seeking
reappointment.  Dr. Groveman stated that his time on the Board has represented a highlight
of his professional career and it was a pleasure working with the Board staff and members
of the Board.

Upon motion made by Dr. Roy and seconded by Ms. Winderman, the Board voted to
accept Dr. Groveman’s resignation with regret.  Additionally, the Board thanked Dr.
Groveman for all of his hard work as a member of the Board.  Voting in favor of the motion:
all.

Michael Wiltsey, Ph.D., TP #083-987

Dr. Wiltsey wrote requesting clarification with regard to permit holders conducting
child custody evaluations for the New Jersey Office of the Public Defender under  the
supervision of Marla Deibler, Psy.D.  The evaluations would not involve an opinion on
custody.  Instead, the evaluations will involve assessing the parent’s mental status and his/her
ability to care for a child, while making recommendations for treatment.

Dr. Wiltsey specifically wants to know if a permit holder, under supervision, is able
to conduct such evaluations; and if  a permit holder, under supervision, with the supervisor
ultimately being responsible for authoring a report.

Upon motion made by Dr. Brickfield and seconded by Dr. Roy, the Board voted to
inform Dr. Wiltsey  additional information is needed in order for the Board to respond to his
letter.  The Board would like a copy of the contract for conducting evaluations for the New
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Jersey Office of Public Defender as well as a sample redacted report that is provided to the
Public Defender’s Office.  The Board also needs to know if  these evaluations are to be used
solely by the Division of Youth and Family Services for treatment guidelines provided to
families by DYFS appointed providers and under what circumstances, if any, would these
evaluations be available for court proceedings.  Voting in favor of the motion: all.

Ilyse Dobrow DiMarco, Ph.D., TP #101-A437

Dr. DiMarco wrote inquiring about the appropriate form of advertisement within the
bounds of a one-year unsupervised temporary permit holder.

Dr. Dimarco wants to know if she can give a business card to clients she is already
treating (not designed for the solicitation of new clients), including her name, temporary
permit number, office address, and phone number.  On the back of the card will be a space
in which she can write the client’s next appointment time.  Additionally, Dr. Dimarco would
like to email colleagues, in which she will alert them to the location of her new office.

Upon motion made by Dr. Roy and seconded by Dr. Brickfield, the Board voted to
inform Dr. Dimarco, after reviewing the draft business card and email alert, that the
business card should be corrected to stated “NJ Temporary Permit” not “NJ Temporary
License.”  Additionally, with regard to the email alert, she can not send it because its
considered a form of advertisement.  However, Dr. Michael Petronko can send such an alert
since Dr. DiMarco will be practicing out of his office space.  Voting in favor of the motion:
all.

Gary Goldberg, Ph.D., #3018

Dr. Goldberg submitted a copy of an Outpatient Treatment Report from an insurance
company the Board’s review asking what information he can provide to a third party payor
in following Stage I of the Peer Review Act.

Upon motion made by Dr. Roy and seconded by Dr. Watter, the Board voted to inform
Dr. Goldberg that if the Company says they are not ERISA exempt he must follow  N.J.A.C.
13:42-11.3, Stage I and provide only the information that is required.  However, if he is still
unsure, he should consult a colleague or a lawyer.  Voting in favor of the motion: all.

DISCIPLINARY MATTERS
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I/M/O Franklin MacArthur, Psy.D., #3723

Nina Thomas, Ph.D., supervisor for Dr. MacArthur, submitted her quarterly written
report with regard to Dr. MacArthur’s progress.  Dr. Thomas stated that she has completed
three sessions of supervision with Dr. MacArthur addressing the clinical issues particularly
attentive to the boundary issues within the specific dynamics of each of the cases he is
currently engaged in. 

Upon motion made by Dr. Roy and seconded by Ms. Winderman, the Board voted
accept the report.  Voting in favor of the motion: all.

I/M/O Sally A. Wright, Psy.D., #3551

The Board was informed by Senior Deputy Attorney General Gelber that Dr. Wright
has submitted two (2) certified checks one in the amount of $70,013.52 and the other in the
amount of $145.48 for restitution pursuant to the Consent Order.  Sentencing is now
scheduled for November 2010.  

REVIEW OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION

Assembly, No. 2672–Requires health care professionals to notify patients of end of
health benefits coverage during course of treatment in certain circumstances

Upon motion made by Dr. Roy and seconded by Dr. Brickfield, the Board voted to
oppose this bill stating that it is unworkable in its present form.  Furthermore, if there  were
a disputed case, psychologists would not be aware of the dispute nor have a avenue to
address it.  Voting in favor of the motion: all.
 

Senate, No. 936 (2nd Reprint)–An Act concerning consumer complaints of certain
licensed professionals and amending P.L. 1978, c.73

The Board accepted the bill as informational.  

REGULATION COMMITTEE REPORT

The regulations committee met on June 18, 2010 and discussed refinements to
education requirements related  to residency have been presented. The  proposed regulations
suggest modifications to the residency requirements and other educational requirements that
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alter acceptable graduate institutions should be published by the end of the Summer.

Respectfully submitted,

_____________________
Daniel N. Watter, Ed.D.

Secretary

APPROVED   BY:

________________________________
Date: Nancy E. Friedman, Ph.D.

   Chair


