
NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY EXAMINERS 
PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

August 21, 2007

A regular meeting of the New Jersey State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners was held at 124 Halsey Street,
Newark, New Jersey, in the Somerset Conference Room, 6th Floor, on Tuesday August 21, 2007. The meeting
was convened in accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act. Nancy Kirsch, Chairperson of
the Board, called the meeting to order at 9:30 A.M. and a roll call was taken and the following attendance was
recorded:

CAROLANNE AARON, P.T Present
BARBARA J. BEHRENS, P.T.A. Excused
JEAN BICKAL, ESQ Excused 
MARY B. BROWNE, P.T. Present
DENNISE KRENCICKI, P.T. Present 
NANCY KIRSCH, P.T. Present
CINDY MOORE, P.T. Present
SUSAN M. QUICK Present
KAREN WILK, P.T. Present

Also present were: Carmen Rodriguez, Deputy Attorney General; Lisa Petrowski, Assistant to the Executive
Director; Susan Gartland, representative of the Division of Consumer Affairs; Members of the public: Lisa
Chamberland, P.T., representative of the APTA-NJ; Keri Bratcher, P.T., representative of the APTA-NJ; and
Kenneth Mailly, P.T.

I. PUBLIC COMMENT

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF JUNE 26, 2007 BOARD MEETING

Upon a motion made by Dennise Krencicki and seconded by Carolanne Aaron, the Board voted to accept the
minutes of the June 26, 2007 Board meeting as amended. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a
unanimous vote.

III. NEW BUSINESS

A. Assembly No. 4382 (Synopsis - Delays expiration date of certain professional and occupational licenses for
individuals with certain types of military service.) - Introduced June 14, 2007

A motion was made by Mary Browne and seconded by Karen Wilk to advise the Division of Consumer Affairs
legislative liaison that the Board of Physical Therapy Examiners supports this bill. Individuals called up to active
duty status are either deployed out of the country or responding to a domestic emergency situation. They may not
be in a position to respond to a renewal notification.

It would be helpful to the Boards that are named in this legislation to add a notification clause, that requires the
individual when called up to inform the Board that they have been placed on active duty status so the Board will
not be expecting renewal and attempt to find these individuals if they do not renew by the deadline.

The Board does have a concern regarding the language that all licenses expire on June 30th of each year. This
could be a disastrous situation for the Division of Consumer Affairs having approximately 600,000 or more
licenses expiring at the same time. Staggered renewals every two (2) years is an overwhelming task let alone
every year on the same date. The renewal information needs to be changed to conform to the current renewal
process. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.



B. Letter from Marie L. Riley, PT
RE: Physical Therapist Assistants in schools

Marie Riley wrote the Board concerning a change in the language for supervising physical therapist assistants in
a school setting and inquired how the new language would affect her supervision of physical therapist assistants.

A motion was made by Karen Wilk and seconded by Carolanne Aaron to advise Ms. Riley that there were no
changes made to the New Jersey State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners statutes or regulations concerning
the supervision of physical therapist assistants in a school setting. In accordance with N.J.S.A. 45:9-37.13 and
N.J.A.C. 13:39A-7.2, a supervising physical therapist must be in the same building or a contiguous building
while the physical therapist assistant is rendering care. The Board will further advise that depending upon what
type of an environment a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant practices in, the physical therapist or
physical therapist assistant may need to abide by other State statutes and regulations that may be more restrictive.

The Board will also advise Ms. Riley that she may want to contact the Department of Education for an update
concerning their regulations. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

C. Letter from Courtney Siler
RE: Ultrasound Imaging

Ms. Siler wrote the Board concerning whether a physical therapist is permitted to use ultrasound imaging in their
practice as a tool for biofeedback or Neuromuscular re-education.

The Board will ask Ms. Siler to provide them with more specific detailed information as to how the ultrasound
imaging would be used in the practice.

D. Letter from Sayed El-hely, PT
RE: Patient Treatment

Mr. El-hely wrote the Board concerning whether a physical therapist can treat a patient before an initial
evaluation is done if a plan of care for physical therapy is written by a physician.

A motion was made by Karen Wilk and seconded by Cindy Moore to advise Mr. El-hely that a physical therapist
must do an initial evaluation before treating a patient and can consult with the patient’s physician concerning the
physical therapist’s findings as well as the physician’s findings. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a
unanimous vote.

E. Letter from Leonard Pierro, PT
RE: Physical Therapist Assistants Scope of Practice

Mr. Pierro wrote the Board concerning whether a physical therapist assistant can collect data on a pre-
employment post offer screen with and/or without the presence of a physical therapist.

The Board will advise Mr. Pierro that a physical therapist assistant may participate in collecting data for the
examination of a patient; however, any interpretation of the data or assessment shall be made by the supervising
physical therapist pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:39A-2.3( c). The Board will further advise Mr. Pierro that in
accordance with N.J.A.C. 13:39A-7.2, a supervising physical therapist must be in the same building or a
contiguous building while the physical therapist assistant is rendering care. A vote was taken and the motion
carried by a unanimous vote.

F. Letter from Mark Schwall, PT, President of the NJ Society of Independent Physical Therapists RE: Assembly
No. 3790 (Synopsis - Reforms the review, processing, and payment of certain health and other insurance claims
relating to physical therapy services.)

Mr. Schwall wrote the Board regarding concerns that have been raised by the New Jersey State Board of Physical



Therapy Examiners that the amendments made to Assembly No. 3790 would change the direct access language in
the Physical Therapy Practice Act to be more restrictive.

Mr. Schwall advised the Board that what is being proposed in Assembly No. 3790 is the omission of the language
that any consult be related to "appropriateness of treatment" and changing the word "individual" to "patient". Mr.
Schwall also advised the Board that it is the opinion of the New Jersey Society of Independent Physical
Therapists that the change does not negatively affect the direct access language in the law, but rather improves
upon it. A motion was made by Dennise Krencicki and seconded by Karen Wilk to advise Mr. Schwall that the
Board reaffirms its position that the amended language is extremely restrictive and not beneficial to the protection
of the public as a physical therapist would have to cease care if they are unable to consult with a patient’s
licensed health care professional within 30 days. This would include the cessation of school based physical
therapy services. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

G. Letter from Daniel Machado, PTA
RE: Continuing Education

Mr. Machado wrote the Board concerning whether he could get continuing education credit from credits he
obtained at a county college which are not part of a Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) program.

A motion was made by Carolanne Aaron and seconded by Dennise Krencicki to advise Mr. Machado that the
credits he obtained at a county college cannot be counted as continuing education credits as the credits he
obtained are not part of a post-graduate course in a physical therapy program leading to a Doctor of Physical
Therapy (DPT) degree pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:39A-9.3(b)1. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a
unanimous vote.

H. Letter from Lisa DiGiovanni, PTA
RE: Physical Therapist Assistants in schools

Ms. DiGiovanni wrote the Board concerning a change in the Department of Education’s regulation, specifically
the supervision of physical therapist assistants in a school setting.

A motion was made by Mary Browne and seconded by Karen Wilk to advise Ms. DiGiovanni that in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 45:9-37.13 and N.J.A.C. 13:39A-7.2, a supervising physical therapist must be in the same building
or a contiguous building while the physical therapist assistant is rendering care. The Board will further advise that
depending upon what type of an environment a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant practices in, the
physical therapist or physical therapist assistant may need to abide by other State statutes and regulations that
may be more restrictive. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

I. Letter from Toni Lee CE Coordinator at the Upledger Institute
RE: Continuing Education Course

Ms. Woll previously wrote the Board concerning the Board’s denial of courses they submitted titled,
"Craniosacral Therapy I, Craniosacral Therapy II, Somato Emotional Release I, Lymph Drainage Therapy,
Visceral Manipulation" as the referenced professional and peer-reviewed journals provided by the Upledger
Institute were insufficient. Ms. Woll provided the Board with an amended reference list of professional and peer-
reviewed journals for its consideration.

After the Board reviewed the amended reference list the Board reaffirmed its denial of these courses as the
amended reference list was still insufficient.

Toni Lee wrote the Board concerning its denial of the courses and provided the Board another reference list of
professional and peer-reviewed journals for its consideration. After the Board reviewed the amended reference
list, a motion was made by Cindy Moore and seconded by Dennise Krencicki to advise Toni Lee that the Board
approved the course "Lymph Drainage Therapy I" that they submitted and reaffirmed its denial of the other
courses. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.



J. Information from Ginger Schirmer, PhD from Healthcore, Inc.
RE: Continuing Education Course

Ms. Schirmer wrote the Board concerning a home study course they submitted titled, "Perfect Posture" that they
divided into three parts and asked for two credits for each part as home study courses are only awarded two
credits each in accordance with N.J.A.C. 13:39A-9.3( c)1.

A motion was made by Karen Wilk and seconded by Dennise Krencick to advise Ms. Schirmer that the Board
approves the course "Perfect Posture" they submitted for two credits for all three parts combined. A vote was
taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

K. Continuing Education Discussion

1. Online and Home Study courses

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:39A-9.3( c)1, home study and internet courses can only be approved for two credits per
course. The Board noted that sponsors are beginning to divide home study and internet courses into separate parts
or sections to obtain approval of more than two credits for the material submitted.

2. Ethics and Jurisprudence courses

Beginning February 1, 2008, New Jersey licensed physical therapists and physical therapist assistants must
complete a 2 hour course in jurisprudence and a 2 hour course in ethics as part of the required thirty credit hours
of continuing education. The Board clarified that the courses can be taken separately or in a combined 4 hour
course.

3. Approval of 2006-2007 courses not pre-approved prior to continuing education audit

This matter was tabled until its September 25, 2007 meeting and it will be discussed in Executive Session.

4. Continuing Education Audit Process

This matter was tabled until its September 25, 2007 meeting and it will be discussed in Executive Session.

L. Letter from Jamie-Jean Flores
RE: TOEFL

Jamie-Jean Flores advised the Board that she applied for a New Jersey Physical Therapy license in July of 2002
and passed and supplied an original score report from the Test of English as Foreign Language (TOEFL) in 2002.
Ms. Flores advised the Board that she worked in Hawaii and in New York and would like to follow through with
the application process and become licensed in New Jersey. Ms. Flores asked the Board to accept the results of
her 2002 TOEFL submitted at the time of her original application.

A motion was made by Carolanne Aaron and seconded by Cindy Moore to accept Jamie-Jean Flores’ 2002
TOEFL scores which are on file at the Board office. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous
vote.

M. Letter from Dana Cartin, PT
RE: Interventions

The Board reviewed a letter from Dana Cartin, PT a representative of the American Physical Therapy Association
of New Jersey concerning APTA policy: procedural interventions exclusively performed by physical therapists
and considered it informational.

N. Letter from Alison Kale from Deborah Heart & Lung Center



RE: Statute and regulation questions

The Board reviewed a letter from Alison Kale from Deborah Heart & Lung Center requesting clarification of the
New Jersey State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners’ statutes and regulations concerning record keeping,
referrals, and physician orders.

A motion was made by Cindy Moore and seconded by Dennise Krencicki to advise Ms. Kale that a physician’s
order is not required for an individual to receive physical therapy services. The Board will also advise that prior
to initiation of an intervention, a physical therapist must complete an evaluation and examination. Based on the
information in the evaluation and examination, the physical therapist must then develop an appropriate plan of
care which includes any referrals deemed necessary and interventions appropriate to that individual patient. The
Board will further advise that a physical therapist must maintain for each patient an accurate and
contemporaneous patient record that reflects the contact with the patient by the physical therapist. A vote was
taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

O. Validation of National Physical Therapy Examination

The Board reviewed information from the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy concerning the
invalidation of National Physical Therapy Examination scores of 20 Philippine educated candidates and
considered it informational.

P. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services ("CMS") Proposed Revisions to Physical Therapist Qualification
Standards

The New Jersey State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners reviewed the proposed rules changing the definition
of "physical therapist" in section 484, Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations. The rules that are proposed are
part of the 2008 Proposed Revisions to Payment Policies Under the Physician Fee Schedules and Other Part B
Payment Policies for Calendar Year 2008, found in Volume 72 of the Federal Register, published on July 12,
2007.

Under subsection (i)(B) and (ii)(B) of the proposed definition of "physical therapist" an applicant has to pass the
national examination approved by the American Physical Therapy Association. New Jersey along with all of the
other state boards of physical therapy examiners currently use the National Physical Therapy Exam (NPTE) to
determine if candidates are competent to practice physical therapy.

The Board will advise CMS that with this rule change, they have crossed the jurisdiction of state boards of
physical therapy as they have statutory authority to determine the examination taken by their licensees. The right
of the state to license physical therapists should be the same for physical therapist’s as it is for other professions.
CMS’s own regulations with regard to doctors of medicine respects the states right to license these practitioners.
The CMS regulations define a "doctor of medicine….legally authorized to practice medicine and surgery by the
State in which such function or action is performed. 42 C.F.R. 484.4(2006). The CMS regulations define a nurse
as "graduate of an approved school of professional nursing., who is licensed as a registered nurse by the state in
which practicing. 42 C.F.R. 484.4. Establishing separate standards for physical therapists does not protect the
public, our primary concern nor improve the practice of physical therapy.

The Board will also advise that its concern is a scenario in which the states continue to choose to use the NPTE
for determining whether an individual is fit to practice physical therapy, based on good results over the long
period of time that the exam has been used. CMS however looks to APTA to determine the appropriate exam and
APTA chooses another exam. In that case the physical therapist who wants to practice in New Jersey and treat
patients with Medicare and Medicaid coverage would need to take two exams.

The Board will request that CMS require only state licensure in subsections(i)(B) and (ii)B of the definition of
physical therapist. The Board will also suggest that CMS delay promulgation of the proposed rule until they had
the opportunity to thoroughly investigate the licensing process currently in place and evaluate the repercussions
of the potential of separate exams for physical therapists seeking to treat patients with Medicare and Medicaid.



IV. OLD BUSINESS

A. Board Discussion with Charles Manning, Regulatory Analyst
RE: Regulations

- Advertising

Charles Manning, Regulatory Analyst, met with the Board regarding additional draft language for N.J.A.C.
13:39A-8.1 Advertising and solicitation practices. The Board tabled this matter until its September 25, 2007
Board meeting.

V. FOR YOUR INFORMATION

A. Orthotics and Prosthetics Board of Examiners
July 12, 2007 Public Session Agenda

The Board reviewed the Orthotics and Prosthetics Board of Examiners July 12, 2007 Public Session Agenda and
considered it informational.

B. New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners
May 9, 2007 Open Board Minutes

The Board reviewed the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners’ May 9, 2007 Open Board Minutes and
considered them informational.

C. New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners 
May 9, 2007 Open Minutes of Disciplinary Matters Pending Conclusion

The Board reviewed the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners’ May 9, 2007 Open Minutes of
Disciplinary Matters Pending Conclusion and considered them informational.

D. New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners
June 13, 2007 Open Board Minutes

The Board reviewed the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners’ June 13, 2007 Open Board Minutes and
considered them informational.

E. New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners 
June 13, 2007 Open Minutes of Disciplinary Matters Pending Conclusion

The Board reviewed the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners’ June 13, 2007 Open Minutes of
Disciplinary Matters Pending Conclusion and considered them informational.

F. New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners
July 11, 2007 Open Board Agenda

The Board reviewed the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners’ July 11, 2007 Open Board Agenda and
considered it informational.

G. New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners
August 8, 2007 Open Board Agenda

The Board reviewed the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners’ August 8, 2007 Open Board Agenda and
considered it informational.



H. New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners 
August 8, 2007 Open Agenda of Disciplinary Matters Pending Conclusion

The Board reviewed the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners’ August 8, 2007 Open Agenda of
Disciplinary Matters Pending Conclusion and considered it informational.

I. Division of Consumer Affairs
State Board of Nursing
Maintaining Accreditation: Curriculum Organization and Content
Adopted Amendment: N.J.A.C. 13:37-1.8

The Board reviewed the State Board of Nursing’s adopted amendment to N.J.A.C. 13:37-1.8 and considered it
informational.

J. FSBPT (Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy)
News Brief - July, 2007

The Board reviewed the FSBPT July, 2007 News Brief and considered it informational.

K. NPTE (National Physical Therapy Examination) Quarterly Faculty Newsletter

The Board reviewed the NPTE Quarterly Faculty Newsletter and considered it informational.

L. Health Care Professional Responsibility and Reporting Enhancement Act

The Board reviewed the Health Care Professional Responsibility and Reporting Enhancement Act and considered
it informational.

M. Signed Settlement letter - Michael Huszcza, PTA

The Board is in receipt of a signed Settlement letter from Michael Huszcza, PTA. The Board found the physical
therapist assistant violated N.J.A.C. 13:39A-2.3( c) and N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(e) in that he exceeded the scope of
practice of a physical therapist assistant by performing an assessment of a patient. The physical therapist assistant
was issued a $1,500.00 civil penalty. The Board considers this matter to be concluded.

APPLICATIONS APPROVED BY THE BOARD:

1. Warren Tolentino
2. George Rodriguera
3. Mary Grace Gayatinea
4. Christian D. Victoria
5. Tanvi Shah
6. Marzan Gamatero Jaime Jr.
7. Ma Nila Seno
8. Lizbeth Dumaguing Labora
9. Ma Teresita Dela Rosa Diman-Andal 10. Candy Martini E. Corro
11. Elmer D. Ebuen
12. Darshna J. Chokshi
13. Kyung-Han Kim
14. Maureen Cernal Laus

APPLICATIONS NOT APPROVED BY THE BOARD:

1. Sharon Nuqui 2. Jennilyn Macarilao
3. Rashid Manzoor



4. Grace Schweizer
5. Puja Panjwani
6. Nancy Abena Yadao
7. Golda M. Dacillo
8. Jonathan S. Camacaylan
9. Lakshmi Dama
10. John Alex

Upon a motion made by Karen Wilk and seconded by Mary Browne, the Board voted to go into Executive
Session to discuss the following matters involving investigations of violations of the Board’s enabling act, the
Uniform Enforcement Act and/or Board regulations.

1. Eight matters filed with the Board, which require review and additional recommendations with regard to
investigations and/or actions.

2. Ten matters where additional information has been submitted to the Board concerning pending investigations.

ADJOURNMENT

The Board returned to Public Session and a motion was made by Karen Wilk and seconded by Mary Browne to
adjourn the meeting at 4:45 P.M. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Kirsch, PT
Board President
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