
NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY EXAMINERS
PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

November 23, 2004

A regular meeting of the New Jersey State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners was held at 124 Halsey Street,
Newark, New Jersey, in the Somerset Room, 6th Floor, on Tuesday, November 23, 2004. The meeting was
convened in accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act. Nancy Kirsch, Chairperson of the
Board, called the meeting to order at 9:46 a.m. and a roll call was taken and the following attendance was
recorded:

BARBARA BEHRENS, P.T.A. Present
JEAN M. BICKAL, ESQ. Present
MARY B. BROWNE, P.T. Present
JEFFREY ERICKSON, P.T. Excused
BARRY INGLETT, P.T. Present
NANCY R. KIRSCH, P.T. Present
IVETTE P. MARTINEZ Present
SUSAN M. QUICK Excused
GARY SAVANDER, P.T. Present
KAREN E. WILK, P.T. Present

Also present were: Susan H. Gartland, Executive Director; Carmen A. Rodriguez, Deputy Attorney General; Lora
Sellmeyer, Assistant to the Executive Director Members of the public: Kathy Mairella, President-APTA-NJ;
Kenneth Mailly, PT.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

I. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 26, 2004 BOARD MEETING

Upon a motion made by Ivette Martinez and seconded by Jean Bickal, the Board voted to accept the minutes of
the October 26, 2004 Board meeting as amended. The motion carried by a unanimous vote.

II . OLD BUSINESS:

A. CREDENTIAL EVALUATIONS

The Board reviewed the five evaluation forms used by the California State Board of Physical Therapy for
credential evaluations based on the year in which the applicant completed their physical therapy education. The
Board has determined that New Jersey will not consider five levels of evaluations at this time.

B. FCCPT- NEW JERSEY EVALUATIONS

The Board reviewed sample wording provided by the FCCPT to be used when completing a credential evaluation
for foreign educated individuals applying for licensure in the State of New Jersey. The Board will send the
recommended changes to FCCPT. The Board will take action on utilizing FCCPT to perform credential
evaluations and review upon receipt of a reply.

C. CORPORATE PRACTICE

Nothing considered at this meeting.



D. RULES AND REGULATIONS

Nothing considered at this meeting.

E. COURSEWORK EVALUATION TOOL

Nancy Kirsch and Mary Browne submitted the updated draft of new requirements of the standards for foreign
educated applicants in New Jersey. The Board determined that the evaluation tool will be based on credits rather
than courses and that all foreign educated individuals who graduate with a degree from a Masters program or a
DPT program that are not CAPTE accredited will be required to have a credential evaluation completed.

Upon a motion made by Gary Savander and seconded by Barry Inglett, the Board voted to adopt the draft
coursework evaluation tool with the changes which will be put into regulatory language. The motion carried by a
unanimous vote.

III . INFORMATIONAL:

A. NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS- OPEN BOARD MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 8, 2004

This matter was considered informational.

B. NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS- SUPPLEMENTAL OPEN BOARD
AGENDA NOVEMBER 8, 2004

This matter was considered informational.

C. NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS- OPEN MINUTES DISCIPLINARY
MATTERS PENDING CONCLUSION SEPTEMBER 8, 2004

This matter was considered informational.

D. NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS- OPEN AGENDA DISCIPLINARY
MATTERS PENDING CONCLUSION NOVEMBER 10, 2004

This matter was considered informational.

E. NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF CHIROPRACTIC EXAMINERS- PUBLIC SESSION AGENDA
NOVEMBER 18, 2004

This matter was considered informational.

F. NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF CHIROPRACTIC EXAMINERS- PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 23, 2004

This matter was considered informational.

G. FEDERATION NEWS FLASH- NOVEMBER 9, 2004

This matter was considered informational.

H. CGFNS- NEWS

This matter was considered informational.

IV . APPEARANCES:



T.O.E.F.L. WAIVERS:

1. Elaine Vergara

Elaine Vergara appeared before the Board to request a waiver of the TOEFL requirement for foreign-educated
individuals applying for licensure. Ms.Vergara is applying for licensure as a physical therapist by endorsement in
the State of New Jersey. She was educated in the Philippines and received her professional as well as
undergraduate education in the English language. Ms. Vergara is licensed in Texas.

Upon a motion made by Jean Bickal and seconded by Gary Savander the Board voted to grant Ms. Vergara a
waiver of the TOEFL requirement based upon the fact that her professional as well as her undergraduate
education was conducted in the English language and she demonstrated proficiency. The motion carried by a
unanimous vote.

2. Kyong Hyun Ko

Kyong Hyun Ko appeared before the Board to request a waiver of the TOEFL requirement for foreign-educated
individuals applying for licensure. Mr. Ko is applying for licensure as a physical therapist by endorsement in the
State of New Jersey. He was educated in Korea and received his professional as well as undergraduate education
in the English language. Mr. Ko is licensed in New York.

Upon a motion made by Gary Savander and seconded by Mary Browne, the Board voted to deny Mr. Ko a
waiver of the TOEFL requirement. The motion was accepted by Mary Browne, Gary Savander and Ivette
Martinez. The remaining Board members opposed the motion. The motion to deny did not carry. A new motion
was made by Karen Wilk and seconded by Barbara Behrens to approve Mr. Ko for the TOEFL waiver. Nancy
Kirsch, Barry Inglett, Jean Bickal, Barbara Behrens and Karen Wilk voted in favor of the motion. Mary Browne,
Gary Savander and Ivette Martinez voted against the motion. The motion carried and Kyong Hyun Ko was
granted a waiver of the TOEFL requirement.

3. Sung Bam Wee

Sung Bam Wee appeared before the Board to request a waiver of the TOEFL requirement for foreign-educated
individuals applying for licensure. Mr. Wee is applying for licensure as a physical therapist by endorsement in the
State of New Jersey. He was educated in Korea and the Phillipines and received his professional as well as
undergraduate education in the English language. Mr. Wee is licensed in New York.

Upon a motion made by Jean Bickal and seconded by Gary Savander, the Board voted to deny Mr. Wee a waiver
of the TOEFL requirement because he did not demonstrate proficiency in the English language. The Board had
difficulty understanding Mr. Wee’s verbal responses. Some of his responses did not address the questions
presented to him. Mr. Wee will be required to take and pass the TOEFL exam. The motion was accepted by
everyone except for Karen Wilk who was opposed.

V. NEW BUSINESS:

A. ELECTIONS FOR THE BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY EXAMINERS 2005

The Election of Officers for 2005-2006 was conducted by the Board.

Executive Director Susan Gartland called for nominations for Chairperson of the Board.

A motion was made by Barry Inglett and seconded by Mary Browne to nominate Nancy Kirsch for Chairperson.
A call for further nominations were made and there were none.

A motion was made by Gary Savander and seconded by Barry Inglett to close nominations and elect Nancy
Kirsch as Chairperson by acclamation. The vote of the Board was unanimous.



Executive Director Susan Gartland called for nominations for Vice-Chairperson of the Board.

A motion was made by Ivette Martinez and seconded by Gary Savander to nominate Mary Browne as Vice
Chairperson of the Board. A call for further nominations were made and there were none.

Executive Director Susan Gartland called for nominations for Secretary of the Board.

A motion was made by Mary Browne and seconded by Nancy Kirsch to nominate Karen Wilk for Secretary of
the Board. A call for further nominations were made and there were none.

A motion was made by Gary Savander and seconded by Jean Bickal to close nominations and elect Karen Wilk
as Secretary by acclamation. The vote of the Board was unanimous.

B. INQUIRY FROM JENNIFER INGLETT, PT

The Board reviewed an inquiry from Jennifer Inglett, PT who asked for clarification on three matters; 1) whether
or not a physical therapy aide can provide actual physical contact with a patient;2) whether or not an aide can
assist in completion of therapeutic activity, if a therapeutic activity and/or exercise requires assistance of a second
individual and 3) clarification on N.J.A.C. 13:39A-2.4. The Board will advise Ms. Inglett that an aide may touch
a patient with direct supervision of the treating physical therapist only as an additional pair of hands. Under no
circumstances would the aide treat or have responsibility for the care of the patient. The physical therapist and the
physical therapist assistant have the responsibility under 13:39A-3.8 (7) not to aide or abet the unlicensed
practice of physical therapy by an aide. The latest rules with regard to delegation are contained within the
November 2003, booklet. New rules and regulations are in the process of review and when published will be
available for comment.

C. INQUIRY FROM JOHN C. MORAN, LASERSTIM, INC - LOW LEVEL LASER

The Board will request a copy of the 510K issued by the FDA and the research that is part of this documentation.

D. OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY RULE PROPOSAL N.J.A.C. 13:44K-7.1 AND 7.2

The Board reviewed the proposed change to the existing regulation for the Board of Occupational Therapy. The
Board voted that there would be no comment on this matter

Upon a motion made by Barbara Behrens and seconded by Jean Bickal, the Board voted to make no comment on
this matter. The motion carried by a unanimous vote.

E. CREDENTIALS

The Board discussed the use of credentials in advertising. The Board reiterated that a physical therapist or
physical therapist assistant can only use credentials and certifications authorized by the Board. As set forth in
N.J.A.C. 13:39:-8.1.

APPLICATIONS APPROVED BY THE BOARD:

1. Elaine Rivera Vergara
2. Catherine Chinng Basco
3. Juvy Rivera
4. Ivy De Chavez
5. Palak Salman Mulji
6. Flor Pilar
7. Neil Miraflor
8. Rez Resano
9. Crisette San Diego



10. Hanna Gerd Vazquez

APPLICATIONS NOT APPROVED BY THE BOARD:

1. Mia Morales
2. Sung Bam Wee
3. Kyong Ko

ADJOURNMENT:

Upon a motion made by Jean Bickal and seconded by Mary Browne, the Board voted to adjourn Public Session
and to go into Executive Session to discuss the following matters involving investigations or violations of the
Board’s enabling act, the Uniform Enforcement Act and/or Board regulations.

1. Eight complaints or matters filed with the Board, which require review and additional recommendations with
regard to investigations and/or actions.

2. One matter where additional information has been submitted to the Board concerning pending investigations.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________
Susan H. Gartland, Executive Director
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