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NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY EXAMINERS 

PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

November 24, 2009

A regular meeting of the New Jersey State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners
was held at 124 Halsey Street, Newark, New Jersey, in the Somerset Conference Room,
3rd Floor, on Tuesday November 24, 2009. The meeting was convened in accordance with
the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act. Nancy Kirsch, Vice Chairperson of the
Board, called the meeting to order at 9:45 A.M. and a roll call was taken and the following
attendance was recorded:

CAROLANNE AARON, P.T Present
BARBARA J. BEHRENS, P.T.A. Present
JEAN BICKAL, ESQ Present
MARY B. BROWNE, P.T. Present
DENNISE KRENCICKI, P.T. Present
NANCY KIRSCH, P.T. Present
CINDY MOORE, P.T. Present
SUSAN M. QUICK Excused
KAREN WILK, P.T. Excused

Also present were: Carmen Rodriguez, Deputy Attorney General and Lisa Affinito,
Executive Director

Members of the public: Brian Mason, PT, representative of the APTA-NJ; Kenneth
Mailly, PT; Robert DeMarino; Ronald Nair, Esq.; Cathy Chin, representative of Select
Medical and David Dopf, representative of Select Medical

I. PUBLIC COMMENT

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF OCTOBER 27, 2009 BOARD MEETING

Upon a motion made by Carolanne Aaron and seconded by Jean Bickal, the Board voted
to accept the minutes of the October 27, 2009 Board meeting as amended. A vote was
taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

III. ELECTION OF OFFICERS for 2010

Lisa Affinito, Executive Director, took the chair to conduct the election of Board Officers for
2010.
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Ms. Affinito called for nominations for Chairperson and a motion was made by Nancy Kirsch
and seconded by Mary Browne to nominate Karen Wilk for Chairperson of the Board of
2010. Ms. Affinito called for further nominations and there were none.  Cindy Moore then
made a motion, seconded by Carolanne Aaron to close the nominations and elect Karen
Wilk Chairperson of the Board by acclamation. The vote of the Board was unanimous. 

Ms. Affinito called for nominations for Vice Chairperson and a motion was made by Barbara
J. Behrens and seconded by Cindy Moore to nominate Nancy Kirsch for Vice Chairperson
of the Board for 2010. Ms. Affinito called for further nominations and there were none. Cindy
Moore then made a motion, seconded by Jean Bickal to close the nominations and elect
Nancy Kirsch Vice Chairperson by acclamation. The vote of the Board was unanimous. 

Ms. Affinito called for nominations for Secretary and a motion was made by Nancy Kirsch
and seconded by Mary Browne to nominate Dennise Krencicki for Secretary of the Board
for 2010. Ms. Affinito called for further nominations and there were none. Jean Bickal then
made a motion, seconded by Carolanne Aaron to close the nominations and elect Dennise
Krencicki Secretary of the Board by acclamation. The vote of the Board was unanimous.

Nancy Kirsch took the Chair to continue the meeting.

IV. NEW BUSINESS

A. Inquiry from Bill Sullivan
RE: Physical Therapy Clinics

Mr. Sullivan inquired whether a business or someone who is not a physical therapist can
own a physical therapy clinic.

The Board will advise Mr. Sullivan that a physical therapy clinic located in New Jersey can
be owned by a business or by someone who is not a physical therapist. 

B. Inquiry from Danielle Cusimano, PT
RE: Teaching an Exercise Class

Ms. Cusimano inquired whether there were protocols that a physical therapist would need
to meet in order to teach an exercise class to individuals with osteoporosis.  

The Board will advise Ms. Cusimano that a physical therapist would need to maintain the
records pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:39A-3.1(d).  

C. Inquiry from Lisa Aljian
RE: Transferring a Physical Therapy Practice 

Ms. Aljian inquired how a license to a physical therapy practice is transferred. 

The Board will advise Ms. Aljian that an individual is licensed to practice physical therapy
and the individual’s license cannot be transferred to another individual or entity. 
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D. Inquiry from Nirali Shah, PT
RE: Electromyography Tests

Ms. Shah inquired whether a physical therapist could perform an electromyography (EMG)
test.

The board will advise Ms. Shah that a physical therapist is not permitted to perform an EMG
pursuant to the New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners regulation N.J.A.C. 13:35-2.6(c)1.

E. Letter from Amy Flannery, PT
RE: Animal Rehabilitation 

Ms. Flannery inquired whether the Board would consider certifying physical therapists who
have completed coursework and are certified in animal rehabilitation as Animal Physical
Therapists.

The Board will advise Ms. Flannery that the Board does not issue any types of certifications.
The Board will also advise Ms. Flannery that she must include her license number with her
name in all correspondence pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:39A-8.5(b).  

F. Inquiry from Robert DeMarino, President of TGS Healthcare Solutions
RE: Foreign Educated Physical Therapists

Mr. DeMarino asked the Board to confirm whether his interpretation of N.J.A.C. 13:39A-5.1
was accurate. Mr. DeMarino advised the Board that it is his understanding that a foreign
educated physical therapist credentials are evaluated by Foreign Credentialing Commission
on Physical Therapy (FCCPT). If FCCPT determines that their education is substantially
equivalent to a first professional degree in physical therapy as defined by Federation of
State Boards of Physical Therapy, then the physical therapist’s education credentials would
be sufficient for them to be considered for licensure in New Jersey even if their year of
graduation from their foreign program was after January 1, 2003 and they do not have a
Master’s degree.  

The Board advised Mr. DeMarino that the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy
does not approve physical therapy programs. The Board advised Mr. DeMarino that
N.J.S.A. 45:37.23 and N.J.A.C. 13:39A-5.1 sets forth the licensure requirments. The Board
also advised Mr. DeMarino that N.J.S.A. 45:37.22 (c) and N.J.A.C. 13:39A-5.1 requires an
entry level master’s degree in physical therapy after January 1, 2003 and an individual is
not eligible for licensure unless they possess at least an entry level master’s degree from
an accredited college or university. 

A motion was made by Jean Bickal and seconded by Carolanne Aaron to request an
Attorney General opinion on whether an applicant who is educated outside the United
States could be eligible for licensure if their education is determined to be substantially
equivalent to a first professional degree in physical therapy accredited by the Commission
on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE). A vote was taken and the motion
carried by a unanimous vote.     
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G. Inquiry from Emily Tse, Director of Evaluations of International Education
Research Foundation (IERF)
RE: Evaluation Reports

Ms. Tse inquired whether individuals that are foreign trained physical therapist assistants
are eligible for licensure in New Jersey. Ms. Tse inquired whether the Board’s educational
requirements for foreign trained physical therapists have changed since 2004. Ms. Tse also
inquired whether the Board uses all of the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy’s
coursework evaluation tools.

The Board will advise Ms. Tse that individuals that are foreign trained physical therapist
assistants are not eligible for licensure as there are no Commission on Accreditation in
Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE) accredited physical therapist assistant schools or
programs outside the United States.  The Board will advise Ms. Tse that the Board’s
educational requirements for foreign trained physical therapists have not changed since
2004. The Board will further advise Ms. Tse that the Board uses their own coursework
evaluation tool. 

H. Continuing Education Course Reviewers’ Recommendations

Nancy Kirsch and Dennise Krencicki were recused and did not participate in the discussion.

The Board reviewed the recommendations of the course reviewers at the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ) for continuing education courses submitted
by sponsors for the Board’s approval. A motion was made by Mary Browne and seconded
by Barbara J. Behrens to accept the course reviewers’ recommendations as presented. The
13 approved courses will be posted on the New Jersey State Board of Physical Therapy
Examiners’ website. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

I. Letter from the American Physical Therapy Association of New Jersey
RE: Continuing Education 

The American Physical Therapy Association of New Jersey (APTA-NJ) asked the Board to
continue to grant APTA-NJ “pre-approved” status for APTA-NJ sponsored continuing
education courses for the 2010-2012 renewal period.

A motion was made by Barbara J. Behrens and seconded by Cindy Moore to audit two
courses that were sponsored by the APTA-NJ within the 2008-2010 renewal period. The
Continuing Education Committee will review the supporting documentation for the two
selected courses and will report back to the Board at its January 26, 2010 meeting. The
Continuing Education Committee consists of Mary Browne, Nancy Kirsch and Barbara J.
Behrens.  A vote was taken and Carolanne Aaron abstained while all others voted in favor.
The motion passed by a majority vote.
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J. Letter from Hemangi Shastri, PT



RE: Continuing Education

Ms. Shastri advised the Board that she is currently residing in India due to a family
emergency and asked the Board if they would permit her to complete all 30 continuing
education credits through distance learning courses as she is unable to attend approved
courses while she is residing in India. 
 
A motion was made by Mary Browne and seconded by Dennise Krencicki to advise Ms.
Shastri that the Board will permit her to complete all 30 continuing professional education
credits through distance learning courses due to her circumstances. 

K. Inquiry from Amy Pseja
RE: N.J.A.C. 13:39A-7.1(e)

Ms. Pseja asked the Board who should co-sign for a physical therapist assistant in the
event the supervising physical therapist is absent due to an emergency situation and the
physical therapist assistant continues to render services pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:39A-
7.1(e).

The Board will advise Ms. Pseja that the supervising physical therapist could co-sign upon
his or her return and indicate that there was no physical therapist on site. 

L. Inquiry from Jennifer Inglett, PT
RE:  License number and advertising

Ms. Inglett inquired whether her license number needs to be included in a welcome letter
from an organization in which she is the membership chair or in news articles including
online e-news.

The Board will advise Ms. Inglett that her name, the designation “physical therapist” and
her license number must be included in this type of advertising.  

M. Letter from Liliane B. Scafidi - Applicant 
RE: Test of English as a Foreign Language

Ms. Scafidi inquired if the Board would grant her a TOEFL (Test of English as Foreign
Language) waiver.

A motion was made by Barbara J. Behrens and seconded by Mary Browne to advise Ms.
Scafidi that the Board denied her TOEFL wavier request as the Board no longer has a
regulation which gives them the discretion to grant a waiver, therefore, all applicants must
pass the TOEFL examination. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous
vote.

N. Inquiry from Jennifer Fleming
RE: Scope of Practice of Physical Therapist Assistants

Ms. Fleming inquired whether a physical therapist assistant could refer a patient to a
physician. Ms. Fleming asked whether a physical therapist assistant can have ownership
in a physical therapy facility. Ms. Fleming also asked if a physical therapist assistant could
identify him or herself as a physical therapist.
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The Board will advise Ms. Fleming that she did not provide enough information for them to



answer whether a physical therapist assistant could refer a patient to a physician. The
Board will advise Ms. Fleming that a physical therapist assistant can have an ownership
interest in a physical therapy facility. The Board will further advise Ms. Fleming that a
physical therapist assistant cannot identify him or herself as a physical therapist.  

O. Inquiry from Great Lake Seminars
RE: Continuing Education Course

Comprehensive Treatment of the Knee

Ann Crandall of Great Lake Seminars advised the Board that they held an approved course
in Pennsylvania and did not use the sign in and sign out sheets that were approved by New
Jersey. 

A motion was made by Cindy Moore and seconded by Barbara J. Behrens to advise Ms.
Crandall that the Board accepted her explanation. The Board will advise Ms. Crandall that
the appropriate sign in and sign out sheets must be used for all future Great Lake
Seminars’ courses that are approved by the New Jersey State Board of Physical Therapy
Examiners. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

P. Letter from Kristel Maes - Applicant
RE: Licensure Requirements

A motion was made by Carolanne Aaron and seconded by Cindy Moore to grant Kristel
Maes, PT, a temporary visiting license pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:9-37.29. The temporary
visiting license will expire on December 31, 2009. A vote was taken and the motion carried
by a unanimous vote.

Q. Michael Marchese, PT
RE: Order to Show Cause for Temporary Suspension

filed November 18, 2009

The Board received information that on or about October 14, 2009, Michael Marchese, P.T.,
was found guilty of aggravated sexual assault, endangering the welfare of a child,
aggravated criminal sexual contact and terroristic threats after a trial conducted in the
Monmouth County Superior Court of New Jersey. Mr. Marchese is scheduled for sentencing
on December 18, 2009.  

Siobhan B. Krier, D.A.G., advised the Board that Michael Marchese, PT, signed an Interim
Consent Order and agreed to voluntarily surrendered his license to practice physical
therapy in the State of New Jersey as of November 30, 2009.

R. Inquiry from Maryann Ryan
RE: Functions of Unlicensed Individuals

Ms. Ryan inquired whether a physically disabled child can be put into a stander by a non
therapist without a physical therapist being present.

The Board will advise Ms. Ryan that because a physical therapist can instruct a
parent/guardian how to place a child in a stander, the physical therapist can also give the
same instructions to an individual working with children in a school setting. 
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V. OLD BUSINESS



A. Letter from the Foreign Credentialing Commission on Physical Therapy 
RE: Final Reports

The Board reviewed information concerning the Foreign Credentialing Commission on
Physical Therapy’s final reports. The FCCPT advised the Board that their final reports
reflect whether the candidate’s education is or is not substantially equivalent to the first
professional degree in physical therapy in the United States which is a master’s degree or
higher. The FCCPT also advised the Board that they currently use coursework tool 4 which
was developed by the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy as it is the only tool
which has been validated for content against the Commission on Accreditation in Physical
Therapy Education (CAPTE) evaluative criteria.

A motion was made by Cindy Moore and seconded by Jean Bickal to accept the
coursework tool 4 that is used by FCCPT. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a
unanimous vote. 
  

B. Response from the American Physical Therapy Association
RE: CEUniversity

The national American Physical Therapy Association advised the Board that the courses
listed on the CEUniversity’s website are not courses that were given and/or approved by
the American Physical Therapy Association for continuing education credits. 

C. Response from Adira Netzel-Abramson
RE: Billing

Ms. Abramson advised the Board that she practices in a school setting as a contract
physical therapist. Ms. Abramson advised the Board that she was instructed by the agency
she works for that she is supposed to bill for absences. Ms. Abramson advised the Board
that she was informed that the agency’s contract with the schools had a provision for billing
absences. Ms. Abramson inquired whether this was an appropriate billing practice.

The Board asked Ms. Abramson for the language that is in the agency’s contract with the
schools. The Board also asked Ms. Abramson to provide specific circumstances in which
she was asked to bill for absences. 

Ms. Abramson advised the Board that she does not have a copy of the contract and does
not know the language within the contract.

The Board will advise Ms. Abramson that it is unable to answer her question without the
information that they requested.    

D. Charles Manning, Regulatory Analyst
RE: Regulations

- Permissible Business Structures

The Board approved language for a proposed permissible business structures regulation
at its June  26, 2007 Board meeting and the regulation was forwarded to the Regulatory
Department for promulgation.
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Charles Manning, Regulatory Analyst met with the Board at its September 22, 2009



meeting to discuss concerns raised by Senator Joseph F. Vitale and Senator Robert W.
Singer regarding the proposed permissible business structures, specifically the exclusion
of general business corporations. At that time the Board  referred this matter to a committee
of the Board to work with Charles Manning to address the concerns of the Senators. The
committee consists of Nancy Kirsch, Jean Bickal and Dennise Krencicki. 

A motion was made by Jean Bickal and seconded by Carolanne Aaron to review at its next
scheduled Board meeting the draft language for the proposed permissible business
structures regulation with the general business corporation language omitted. A vote was
taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

VI. FOR YOUR INFORMATION

A. New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners’ 

November 4, 2009 Open Board Agenda

The Board reviewed the New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners’ November 4, 2009
Open Board Agenda and considered it informational.

B. New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners’

November 4, 2009 Open Agenda of Disciplinary Matters Pending Conclusion

The Board reviewed the New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners’ November 4, 2009
Open Agenda of Disciplinary Matters Pending Conclusion and considered it informational.

C. New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners’

September 9, 2009 Open Board Minutes

The Board reviewed the New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners’ September 9,
2009 Open Board Minutes and considered them informational.

D. New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners’

September 9, 2009 Open Board Minutes of Disciplinary Matters

Pending Conclusion

The Board reviewed the New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners’ September 9,
2009 Open Board Minutes of Disciplinary Matters Pending Conclusion and considered
them informational. 
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Upon a motion made by Cindy Moore and seconded by Jean Bickal, the Board voted to go



into Executive Session to discuss the following matters involving investigations of violations
of the Board’s enabling act, the Uniform Enforcement Act and/or Board regulations.

1. Four matters filed with the Board, which require review and additional
recommendations with regard to investigations and/or actions.

2. Five matters where additional information has been submitted to the Board
concerning pending investigations.

ADJOURNMENT

The Board returned to Public Session and a motion was made by Barbara J. Behrens and
seconded by Mary Browne to adjourn the meeting at 3:30 P.M. A vote was taken and the
motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Affinito

Executive Director


