
NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY EXAMINERS 
PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

December 18, 2007

A regular meeting of the New Jersey State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners was held at 124 Halsey Street,
Newark, New Jersey, in the Somerset Conference Room, 6th Floor, on Tuesday December 18, 2007. The meeting
was convened in accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act. Nancy Kirsch, Chairperson of
the Board, called the meeting to order at 9:45 A.M. and a roll call was taken and the following attendance was
recorded:

CAROLANNE AARON, P.T Excused
BARBARA J. BEHRENS, P.T.A. Excused
JEAN BICKAL, ESQ Excused 
MARY B. BROWNE, P.T. Present
DENNISE KRENCICKI, P.T. Present 
NANCY KIRSCH, P.T. Present
CINDY MOORE, P.T. Present
SUSAN M. QUICK Excused
KAREN WILK, P.T. Present

Also present were: Carmen Rodriguez, Deputy Attorney General; Lisa Petrowski, Assistant to the Executive
Director; Susan Gartland, representative of the Division of Consumer Affairs; Members of the public: Brian
Mason, PT, representative of the APTA-NJ.

I. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 27, 2007 BOARD MEETING

Upon a motion made by Dennise Krencicki and seconded by Cindy Moore, the Board voted to accept the minutes
of the November 27, 2007 Board meeting as amended. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous
vote.

II. NEW BUSINESS

A. Letter from Alice Cunningham, PT
RE: Continuing Education

Ms. Cunningham wrote the Board requesting a waiver of the continuing education requirement for this renewal
period due to her financial hardship.

A motion was made by Karen Wilk and seconded by Cindy Moore to advise Ms. Cunningham that the Board
denied her request for a waiver of the continuing education requirement. According to N.J.A.C. 13:39A-9.5(a)
the Board may waive the continuing education requirement on an individual basis for reasons of hardship, such as
illness, disability or active service in military. The Board determined that a request for a waiver based on
financial hardship does not qualify.

The Board will also advise Ms. Cunningham that she may choose to have her physical therapy license placed on
inactive status. The Board will advise Ms. Cunningham that if she chooses to place her physical therapy license
on inactive status she cannot practice physical therapy in the State of New Jersey until she reactivates her
physical therapy license. The Board will further advise that in order to reactivate her physical therapy license,
provided it is within a five year period, she will be required to provide the Board with 30 continuing education
credits taken within two years preceding reactivation. In the event her physical therapy license is on inactive
status within two consecutive renewal periods, she will be required to provide the Board with 60 continuing
education credits taken within four years preceding reactivation. Additionally, she will need to contact the Board
office in writing that she wishes to reactivate her physical therapy license and provide a reactivation fee of one



hundred and ten ($110.00). A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

B. Letter from John C. Moore, PT
RE: Continuing Education

Mr. Moore wrote the Board requesting a waiver of the continuing education requirement for this renewal due to
his financial hardship and medical condition.

A motion was made by Karen Wilk and seconded by Dennise Krencicki to request that Mr. Moore provide it with
the number of continuing education credits that he obtained from February 1, 2006 through the present. The
Board will request that Mr. Moore provide it with a letter from his treating physician of the background of his
medical condition. The Board will also request that Mr. Moore provide it with the name and location of where he
practices and/or practiced physical therapy during the time frame of February 1, 2006 through the present. The
Board will further request that Mr. Moore provide it with a statement concerning the amount of time he practices
and/or practiced physical therapy during the time frame of February 1, 2006 through the present including how
many hours he practices and/or practiced in a day and how many days a week he practices and/or practiced.

The Board will advise Mr. Moore that it will grant him an extension to April 1, 2008 to complete the required 30
continuing education credits provided he supplies the Board with the requested information above. The Board
will remind Mr. Moore that the continuing education credits he obtains from February 1, 2006 through April 1,
2008 cannot be used to renew his physical therapy license in 2010. The Board will also remind Mr. Moore that he
should answer "no" to the question on his biennial renewal, "Will you have completed the required continuing
education credits by January 31, 2008?" if he has not and will not have completed the 30 required continuing
education credits by January 31, 2008. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

C. Letter from Patricia Cortina, PT
RE: Continuing Education

Ms. Cortina wrote the Board requesting an extension to complete the continuing education requirement for this
renewal due to her financial hardship and medical condition.

A motion was made by Dennise Krencicki and seconded by Mary Browne to request that Ms. Cortina provide it
with the number of continuing education credits she obtained from February 1, 2006 through the present. The
Board will request that Ms. Cortina provide it with a letter from her treating physician of the background of her
medical condition. The Board will also request that Ms. Cortina provide it with the name and location of where
she practices and/or practiced physical therapy during the time frame of February 1, 2006 through the present.
The Board will further request that Ms. Cortina provide it with a statement concerning the amount of time she
practices and/or practiced physical therapy during the time frame of February 1, 2006 through the present
including how many hours she practices and/or practiced in a day and how many days a week she practices
and/or practiced.

The Board will also advise Ms. Cortina that it will grant her an extension to April 1, 2008 to complete the
required 30 continuing education credits provided she supply the Board with the requested information above.
The Board will remind Ms. Cortina that the continuing education credits she obtains from February 1, 2006
through April 1, 2008 cannot be used to renew her physical therapy license in 2010. The Board will also remind
Ms. Cortina that she should answer "no" to the question on her biennial renewal, "Will you have completed the
required continuing education credits by January 31, 2008?" if she has not and will not have completed the 30
required continuing education credits by January 31, 2008. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a
unanimous vote.

D. Letter from Harmonhaninder Saluja
RE: Requirements for Licensure

Mr. Saluja advised the Board that he is a student career advisor for a post-graduate degree level college in New
Delhi, India. Mr. Saluja inquired whether his students would qualify for licensure as a physical therapist in New



Jersey if they possess a bachelors degree in physical therapy from a college in India and a masters degree in
sports physical therapy.

The Board will advise Mr. Saluja that a master’s degree in sports physical therapy does not meet the requirement
of N.J.S.A. 45:9-37.22( c), which requires an applicant to possess at least a master’s degree in physical therapy
from an accredited college or university in order to be eligible for licensure as a physical therapist in New Jersey.
The Board will further advise Mr. Saluja that a foreign educated applicant would need to have their credentials
evaluated by a credentialing agency prior to applying for licensure in the State of New Jersey pursuant to
N.J.A.C. 13:39A-5.1( c), "Proof of eligibility for licensure in the foreign country where the requisite education
was obtained shall be submitted to the Board by the credentialing agency on behalf of all foreign educated
applicants seeking licensure in this State".

E. Letter from Richard Baeira, PT
RE: Accu-Spina Decompression Table

Mr. Baeira wrote the Board concerning whether an Accu-Spina decompression table was within the scope of
practice of physical therapy.

A motion was made by Mary Browne and seconded by Dennise Krencicki to request additional information from
Mr. Baeira concerning the equipment involved and how the procedure would be used in relation to physical
therapy treatment.

F. Letter from Marian Habib, PT
RE: Continuing Education

Ms. Habib wrote the Board requesting an extension to complete the continuing education requirement for this
renewal period due to her pregnancies and unforeseen family circumstances.

A motion was made by Dennise Krencicki and seconded by Mary Browne to deny Ms. Habib’s request for an
extension of the continuing education requirement. According to N.J.A.C. 13:39A-9.5(a) the Board may extend
the continuing education requirement on an individual basis for reasons of hardship, such as illness, disability or
active service in military. This request did not meet the requirements for extenuating circumstances.

The Board will also advise Ms. Habib that she may choose to have her physical therapy license placed on inactive
status. The Board will further advise Ms. Habib that If she chooses to place her physical therapy license on
inactive status she cannot practice physical therapy in the State of New Jersey until she reactivates her physical
therapy license. In order to reactivate her physical therapy license, provided it is within a five year period, she
will be required to provide the Board with 30 continuing education credits taken within two years preceding
reactivation. In the event her physical therapy license is on inactive status within two consecutive renewal
periods, she will be required to provide the Board with 60 continuing education credits taken within four years
preceding reactivation. Additionally, she will need to contact the Board office in writing that she wishes to
reactivate her physical therapy license and provide a reactivation fee of one hundred and ten ($110.00). A vote
was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

G. Letter from John B. O’Reilly, Jr., PT
RE: Denial of course approval for continuing education credits

Mr. O’Reilly wrote the Board concerning its denial of approval for the course, "Evaluation and Treatment of
Common Wrist and Hand Injuries" which was offered by Cross Country Education.

A motion was made by Cindy Moore and seconded by Karen Wilk to advise Mr. O’Reilly that continuing
education sponsors who have had courses denied are afforded opportunities to meet the requirements set forth in
N.J.A.C. 13:39A-9 et seq. The Board will further advise Mr. O’Reilly that this course was subsequently approved
by the Board as Cross Country Education submitted additional information which met the requirements for course
approval. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.



H. Letter from Jeannie Evenson of Cross Country Education
RE: Denial of course approval of continuing education credits

Ms. Evenson wrote the Board concerning the Board’s denial of a course they submitted titled, "The Pilates
Method for use as a Therapeutic and Corrective Exercise" as the bibliography was insufficient and the course
content was not considered to be at an appropriate level for the stated audience based upon the stated objectives.
Ms. Evenson provided the Board with additional information concerning the bibliography and course content.

After the Board reviewed the additional information, a motion was made by Dennise Krencicki and seconded by
Cindy Moore to advise Ms. Evenson that the Board approved the course, "The Pilates Method for use as a
Therapeutic and Corrective Exercise" as it now complies with the requirements set forth in N.J.A.C. 13:39A-9 et
seq. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

I. Letter from Amanda Hyder of Cross Country Education
RE: Denial of course approval for continuing education credit

Ms. Hyder wrote the Board concerning the Board’s denial of a course they submitted titled, "Evaluation and
Treatment of Common Wrist and Hand Injuries" as the course was not at a level which was commensurate with
post professional physical therapy education. Ms. Hyder provided the Board with additional information for its
consideration.

After the Board reviewed the additional information, a motion was made by Dennise Krencicki and seconded by
Cindy Moore to advise Ms. Hyder that the Board approved the course, "Evaluation and Treatment of Common
Wrist and Hand Injuries" as it now complies with the requirements set forth in N.J.A.C. 13:39A-9 et seq. A vote
was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

J. Letter from Martin Ciner, PT
RE: Permissible Forms of Physical Therapy Practice

Mr. Ciner wrote the Board concerning permissible forms of physical therapy practice.

A motion was made by Mary Browne and seconded by Karen Wilk to advise Mr. Ciner that the New Jersey State
Board of Physical Therapy Examiners’ statutes and regulations do not address the type of business practices a
physical therapist or physical therapist assistant may engage in while practicing the profession of physical therapy
at this time. The Board is working towards promulgating regulations that would address this issue. The Board will
also advise Mr. Ciner that if a physical therapist is employed by a general business corporation, the physical
therapist must be autonomous in his or her practice of physical therapy including but not limited to the types of
physical therapy services rendered, billing for those physical therapy services, and setting of their fee schedule. A
physical therapist must at all times adhere to the statutes and regulations governing their practice as a physical
therapist in the State of New Jersey.

The Board will further advise Mr. Ciner that although the New Jersey State Board of Physical Therapy
Examiners’ statutes and regulations do not prohibit this type of relationship, there may be other laws and
regulations in the State of New Jersey that are applicable. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a
unanimous vote.

K. Letter from Prem D. Issac
RE: TOEFL (Test of English as Foreign Language)

Mr. Issac wrote and inquired if the Board would allow him to appear before it and consider granting him a
TOEFL waiver.

A motion was made by Dennise Krencicki and seconded by Karen Wilk to advise Mr. Issac that the Board denied
his TOEFL waiver request as the Board no longer has a regulation which gives them the discretion to grant a



waiver, therefore, all applicants must pass the TOEFL examination. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a
unanimous vote.

III. OLD BUSINESS

A. Data Trace Publishing Co.
RE: Course, "Physical Therapists’ Guide to Malpractice"

The Board advised Data Trace Publishing Co. that they must notify all New Jersey licensed physical therapists
and physical therapist assistants that took the home study course "Physical Therapists’ Guide to Malpractice" that
the course was approved for 2 continuing education credits and not 6 credits. The Board requested that Data
Trace Publishing Co. provide the Board with a copy of the notification that they send to the New Jersey licensed
physical therapists and physical therapists assistants that took this course of this error. The Board also advised the
Data Trace Publishing Co. that New Jersey licensed physical therapists and physical therapist assistants must
complete 30 continuing education credits by January 31, 2008 in order to renew their New Jersey license. The
Board further advised the Data Trace Publishing Co. that this error may have a negative impact on those who
took this course and were not notified that they were misinformed.

The Board noted that they did not receive a copy of the notification that Data Trace Publishing Co. sent to New
Jersey licensed physical therapists and physical therapist assistants that took the home study course "Physical
Therapists’ Guide to Malpractice".

A motion was made by Mary Browne and seconded by Dennise Krencicki to request that Data Trace Publishing
Co. provide the Board with a list of the physical therapists and physical therapist assistants who took this course
and were notified by Data Trace Publishing of the error. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous
vote.

B. Assembly No. 3790 (Second Reprint)
(Synopsis - Concerns access to physical therapy services, and insurance claims handling following access to such
services.) - Introduced December 11, 2006

The Board noted that the second reprint of Assembly No. 3790 still included, "Not more than 30 days from the
date of initial treatment of functional limitation or pain, a licensed PT shall consult with the patient’s licensed
health care professional of record regarding the patient’s plan of care".

A motion was made by Dennise Krencicki and seconded by Cindy Moore to advise the Division of Consumer
Affairs legislative liaison that the Board opposes this bill as the word "consult" is extremely restrictive and would
not be beneficial to the protection of the public as a physical therapist would have to cease care if they are unable
to consult with the patient’s licensed health care professional within 30 days. Also this undermines the statutory
changes permitting direct access to physical therapy. The Board will also advise that specific language in this bill
is not reflective of the Board’s regulation, N.J.A.C. 13:39A-2.5(b) which states, "Not more than 30 days from the
date of initial treatment of functional limitation or pain, a licensed physical therapist shall inform a patient’s
licensed health care professional of record regarding the patient’s plan of care". Changing the word inform to
consult will reduce consumer access to physical therapy services, in particular, school based physical therapy
services. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

C. Jurisprudence and Ethics Courses

Beginning February 1, 2008, New Jersey licensed physical therapists and physical therapist assistants must
complete 4 credits of jurisprudence and professional ethics as part of the required thirty credit hours of continuing
education.

A motion was made by Mary Browne and seconded by Dennise Krencicki to construct an outline of the content
required to be included in all ethics courses. Sponsors who wish to give an ethics course will be provided with
the outline as a guideline. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.



A motion was made by Dennise Krencicki and seconded by Cindy Moore to contact the Division of Consumer
Affairs’ Ethics Officer and inquire whether present Board members could be granted permission to be a lecturer
of a jurisprudence course which would be given by sponsors who apply to the Board for approval. A vote was
taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

IV. FOR YOUR INFORMATION

A. New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners 
October 10, 2007 Open Board Minutes

The Board reviewed the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners’ October 10, 2007 Open Board Minutes
and considered them informational.

B. New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners 
October 10, 2007 Open Minutes of Disciplinary Matters 
Pending Conclusion

The Board reviewed the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners’ October 10, 2007 Open Minutes of
Disciplinary Matters Pending Conclusion and considered it informational.

C. New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners 
December 12, 2007 Open Board Agenda

The Board reviewed the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners’ December 12, 2007 Open Board Agenda
and considered it informational.

D. New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners 
December 12, 2007 Open Agenda of Disciplinary Matters 
Pending Conclusion

The Board reviewed the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners’ December 12, 2007 Open Agenda of
Disciplinary Matters Pending Conclusion and considered it informational.

APPLICATIONS APPROVED BY THE BOARD

1. Dominador Papa
2. Michele Elizabeth Leeroux

APPLICATIONS NOT APPROVED BY THE BOARD

1. Emma Sunglao
2. Richard Manahan

Upon a motion made by Mary Browne and seconded by Dennise Krencicki, the Board voted to go into Executive
Session to discuss the following matters involving investigations of violations of the Board’s enabling act, the
Unform Enforcement Act and/or Board regulations.

1. One matter filed with the Board, which requires review and additional recommendation with regard to
investigations and/or actions.

2. Four matters where additional information has been submitted to the Board concerning pending investigations.

ADJOURNMENT

The Board returned to Public Session and a motion was made by Mary Browne and seconded by Cindy Moore to



adjourn the meeting at 2:45 P.M. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Kirsch, PT
Board President
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