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NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY EXAMINERS 

PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

July 27, 2010

A regular meeting of the New Jersey State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners
was held at 124 Halsey Street, Newark, New Jersey, in the Somerset Conference Room,
6th Floor, on Tuesday July 27, 2010. The meeting was convened in accordance with the
provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act. Karen Wilk, Chairperson of the Board,
called the meeting to order at 9:35 A.M. and a roll call was taken and the following
attendance was recorded:

CAROLANNE AARON, P.T Present
BARBARA J. BEHRENS, P.T.A. Excused
JEAN BICKAL, ESQ Present
MARY B. BROWNE, P.T. Present
DENNISE KRENCICKI, P.T. Present
NANCY KIRSCH, P.T. Present
CINDY MOORE, P.T. Excused
SUSAN M. QUICK Excused
KAREN WILK, P.T. Present

Also present were: Carmen Rodriguez, Deputy Attorney General; Lisa Affinito,
Executive Director

Members of the public: Nadine Banks, Cathy Chin, representative of Select Medical,
Rober Alegre, PT, Kelly Kover, PT, Ronald A. Nair, Esq., Neil Eicher, Kenneth Mailly
and Brian Mason, PT, representative of the APTA-NJ

I. PUBLIC COMMENT

Ronald A. Nair, Esq. commented on the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy’s
July 12, 2010 Newsflash.

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF JUNE 22, 2010 BOARD MEETING

Upon a motion made by Nancy Kirsch and seconded by Carolanne Aaron, the Board voted
to accept the minutes of the June 22, 2010 Board meeting as amended. A vote was taken
and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.
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III. NEW BUSINESS

A. Continuing Education Course Reviewers’ Recommendations

Nancy Kirsch and Dennise Krencicki were recused and did not participate in the discussion.

The Board reviewed the recommendations of the course reviewers at the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ) for continuing education courses submitted
by sponsors for the Board’s approval. A motion was made by Mary Browne and seconded
by Jean Bickal to accept the course reviewers’ recommendations as presented. The 61
approved courses and the 1 denied course will be posted on the New Jersey State Board
of Physical Therapy Examiners’ website. The course, Live Function: Functional Hip &
Foot/Ankle, sponsored by the Drayer Physical Therapy Institute was denied as it did not
meet all the requirements set forth in N.J.A.C. 13:39A-9 et seq.   A vote was taken and the
motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

B. Assembly No 3107 (Synopsis - Limits rescheduling, cancellation, and no-
show fees providers of health care services may charge in certain instances)
- Introduced July 1, 2010

A motion was made by Nancy Kirsch and seconded by Mary Browne to advise the Division
of Consumer Affairs’ legislative liaison that the Board has no comment on this bill. A vote
was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

C. Assembly No. 2672 (Synopsis - Requires health care professionals to notify
patients of end of health benefits coverage during course of treatment in
certain circumstances) - Introduced May 13, 2010

A motion was made by Nancy Kirsch and seconded by Dennise Krencicki to advise the
Division of Consumer Affairs’ legislative liaison that the Board opposes this bill as the
requirements are extremely difficult to comply with. A vote was taken and the motion carried
by a unanimous vote.  

D. Assembly No. 2801 (Synopsis - Requires all State entities to collect
information and funds electronically) - Introduced June 10, 2010

A motion was made by Jean Bickal and seconded by Nancy Kirsch to advise the Division
of Consumer Affairs’ legislative liaison that the Board has no comment on this bill. A vote
was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

E. Senate No. 1890 (Synopsis - Requires public bodies under Open Public
Meetings to display U. S. flag and recite Pledge of Allegiance at beginning of
meeting) - Introduced May 13, 2010

A motion was made by Jean Bickal and seconded by Carolanne Aaron to advise the
Division of Consumer Affairs’ legislative liaison that the Board has no comment on this bill.
A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.
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F. Senate No. 2072 (Synopsis - Permits publication of legal notices by
governments and individuals on official government website instead of
newspaper) - Introduced June 10, 2010

A motion was made by Nancy Kirsch and seconded by Jean Bickal to advise the Division
of Consumer Affairs’ legislative liaison that the Board has no comment on this bill. A vote
was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

G. CIAO Seminars
RE: Course “Ness L300 Foot Drop System Certification”

Course “Treatment of Upper Extremity Dysfunction 
Ness H 200 Certification”
- New Course Instructor

Cory Tompkins advised the Board that the approved courses, “Ness L300 Foot Drop
System Certification” and “Treatment of Upper Extremity Dysfunction” will be given with a
new course lecturer, Krista I. Gabello, PT. Ms. Tompkins provided the Board with a copy
of Ms. Gabello’s Curriculum Vitae for their review.

A motion was made by Nancy Kirsch and seconded by Carolanne Aaron to acknowledge
that the qualifications of Krista I. Gabello, PT, as the lecturer for the courses, “Ness L300
Foot Drop System Certification” and “Treatment of Upper Extremity Dysfunction” were
supported by her Curriculum Vitae. The Board approved the substitute lecturer. A vote was
taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

H. Inquiry from JFK Medical Center
RE: Course “Coding, Documentation and Compliance: Basic Tools for

Successful Communication and Payment in the Outpatient PT/OT
Environment” 

Ms. Pragati Duttaroy inquired if the Board approved course, “Coding, Documentation and
Compliance: Basic Tools for Successful Communication and Payment in the Outpatient
PT/OT Environment” could be counted towards the jurisprudence credits required by
N.J.A.C. 13:39A-9.2.

A motion was made by Nancy Kirsch and seconded by Jean Bickal to advise Ms. Duttaroy
that the course, “Coding, Documentation and Compliance: Basic Tools for Successful
Communication and Payment in the Outpatient PT/OT Environment” could be counted
towards the jurisprudence credits required by N.J.A.C. 13:39A-9.2. A vote was taken the
motion carried by a unanimous vote.

I. Letter from Education Resources, Inc.
RE: Course “Core Stabilization Training for the Low Back Patient”

Karen Wilk recused herself and did not participate in the discussion. The course is being
held at the hospital in which Ms. Wilk practices. 

Debby DeBello of Education Resources informed the Board that Education Resources
changed the course title of the course, “Core Stabilization Training for the Low Back
Patient” to “Stable to the Core: Restoring Function to the Low Back Patient”. Ms. DeBello
informed the Board in an additional correspondence that Education Resources changed



New Jersey State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners  Page 4
Public Session Minutes - July 27, 2010

the course title of five other courses. The course, “Cervical-Thoracic Stabilization Training”
was changed to “Stabilization Training for the Cervical-Thoracic Patient”; the course,
“Geriatric Neurology - Falls Prevention and Balance” was changed to “On Balance:
Preventing Falls in the Geriatric and Neurologic Patient”; the course, “Sensory Integration
for Those with Developmental, Learning Disorders, and Autism Spectrum Disorders and
Dyspraxia” was changed to “Sensory Integration Intensive”; the course, “Designing Effective
Sensory Diets for Home, School and Community” was changed to “Applying Effective
Sensory Diets for Children with SPD”; the course, “Therapeutic Management of the
Complex Pediatric Patient” was changed to “Small Patients, Big Challenges: Management
of the Complex Pediatric Patient” and the course, “Developing Safe and Effective Exercise
Programs for the Medically Complex Acute Care Patient: an Evidence Based Model” was
changed to “Mobilizing the Medically Complex Acute Care Patient (An Evidence-Based
Model)”. 

The Board will change the course titles on its list of approved courses that is posted on the
New Jersey State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners’ website.  

J. Letter from St. Joseph’s Regional Medical Center
RE: Physical Therapy Clinic

Dennise Krencicki recused herself and did not participate in the discussion as she
forwarded the letter to the Board for review.

The Board reviewed a letter from St. Joseph’s Regional Medical Center and a questionnaire
that was sent to the University of Dentistry and Medicine of New Jersey concerning the
structuring of a possible student run clinic. 

The Board will advise St. Joseph’s Regional Medical Center that they must comply with
N.J.S.A. 45:9-37.19. 

K. Inquiry from Jerry Yoo, PT
RE: Nerve Conduction Velocity Testing

This matter was tabled until the September 28, 2010 Board meeting.

L. Inquiry from Evan Cohen, PT
RE: Physical Therapists Students Participating in Project Reach

Mr. Cohen informed the Board that several entry level DPT (Doctorate of Physical Therapy)
students from the University of Medicine and Dentistry in New Jersey (UMDNJ) are
interested in participating as volunteers in Project Reach. Mr. Cohen inquired whether the
students could participate even though Project Reach is not part of any course and is not
a part of the DPT curriculum. 

The Board will advise Mr. Cohen that UMDNJ must comply with N.J.S.A. 45:9-37.19. 

M. Inquiry from Gregory Zaccone, PT
RE: Prescriptions

Karen Wilk recused herself and did not participate in the discussion.
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Mr. Zaccone inquired if a physical therapist must perform all the modalities written down on
a prescription from a physician or can the therapist perform what he or she determines to
be clinically appropriate. Mr. Zaccone also inquired if a physical therapist could perform a
finger stick test on a patient with diabetes or can the therapist have a blood sugar kit in the
office and have the patient perform the finger stick test personally.

The Board will advise Mr. Zaccone that the physical therapist should inform the referring
physician of physical therapy treatment that differs from the patient’s prescription. The
Board will also inform Mr. Zaccone that they do not have sufficient information to address
his question concerning a finger stick test.

N. Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy
July 12, 2010 Newsflash 

Nancy Kirsch recused herself and did not participate in the discussion.

The Board reviewed the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy’s July 12, 2010
Newsflash. 

The newsflash states, “In response to pervasive, ongoing security breaches by significant
numbers of graduates of physical therapy schools from certain foreign countries, the
Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT or Federation) will suspend
National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE) testing for all graduates of schools located
in those countries, pending the development of a separate, secure exam for those
graduates (to be called the NPTE-YRLY). The affected individuals will include all graduates
of physical therapy schools in Egypt, India, Pakistan and the Phillippines. As a result, new
registrations for both the PT and PTA versions of the NPTE have been suspended as of
11:59 PM, Sunday, July 11, 2010, for all graduates of physical therapy programs located
in Egypt, India, Pakistan and the Phillippines. Testing will resume once develpment of the
NPTE-YRLY has been completed. The Federation expects to launch the NPTE-YRLY in
or about the fall of 2011. Currently, the Federation intends to offer the NPTE-YRLY once
per year, at select sites to be identified at a later date...”

The Board noted that in order for an applicant to be eligible for licensure he or she must
pass the National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE) pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:39A-5.3.
The actions of the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy will delay the licensure
process of applicants from Egypt, India, Pakistan and the Phillippines. 

A motion was made by Jean Bickal and seconded by Carolanne Aaron to refer this matter
to a committee of the Board for further review. The Committee consists of Karen Wilk and
Mary Browne.

O. Election of Delegate and Alternate Delegate to attend Federation of State
Boards of Physical Therapy Annual Meeting

A motion was made by Nancy Kirsch and seconded by Jean Bickal to elect and send Karen
Wilk as Delegate and Mary Browne as the Alternate Delegate to attend the Federation of
State Boards of Physical Therapy Annual Meeting held on October 14-16, 2010. A vote was
taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
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IV. OLD BUSINESS

A. 10:00 AM - Roy Capellaro, PT
RE: Modified Consent Order filed December 15, 2009

This matter was cancelled at the request of Mr. Capellaro’s attorney, Allison Whitehead.

B. Charles Manning, Regulatory Analyst
RE: Draft Regulations

- Permissible Business Structures

Charles Manning, Regulatory Analyst, met with the Board regarding proposed language for
a regulation concerning permissible business structures. The Board will review the
proposed language again with Mr. Manning at its September 28, 2010 Board meeting.

 
C. Letter from Ram Makker

RE: Requirements for Licensure

Mr. Makker informed the Board previously that the school he graduated from in India no
longer exists, therefore, he cannot have the school forward his transcript to the credentialing
company. Mr. Makker informed the Board that he has all his original school documents in
his possession. Mr. Makker advised the Board that he contacted the Foreign Credentialing
Commission on Physical Therapy (FCCPT) and they informed him that he could send
notarized copies of his original documents to them and they will then try to verify the
documents from India. Mr. Makker further advised the Board that FCCPT informed him that
he could also inquire whether the New Jersey State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners
would allow FCCPT to use the documents that he provides them without verification.   

At that time the Board advised Mr. Makker that the documents that he provides FCCPT
must be notarized and verified.

Mr. Makker wrote the Board and asked them to reconsider allowing the FCCPT to use the
documents that he provides them without verification since the school he graduated from
in India no longer exists. 

A motion was made by Nancy Kirsch and seconded by Jean Bickal to advise Mr. Makker
that the documents that he provides FCCPT must be notarized and verified. A vote was
taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

D. Letter from Atlantic Health Care & Hospice
RE: Course “The Multidisciplinary Management of the Stroke Patient”

Eileen Moran of Atlantic Health Care & Hospice wrote the Board concerning the amount of
credit approved for the course, “The Multidisciplinary Management of the Stroke Patient”.
The Board approved this course for 2.45 credits. Ms. Moran provided the Board with
additional information concerning the time breakdown of the course topics and asked the
Board to change the amount of approved credits from 2.45 to 3.
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A motion was made by Mary Browne and seconded by Jean Bickal to approve the course,
“The Multidisciplinary Management of the Stroke Patient” for 3 credits based on the
additional information provided. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous
vote.

E. Letter from Therapeutic Services, Inc.
RE: Course “Treatment of the Child with Hypotonia” 

Michelle Shapiro of Therapeutic Services wrote the Board concerning the amount of credit
approved for the course, “Treatment of the Child with Hypotonia”. The Board approved this
course for 11 credits. Ms. Shapiro provided the Board with additional information
concerning the time breakdown of the course topics and asked the Board to change the
amount of approved credits from 11 to 12. 

A motion was made by Jean Bickal and seconded by Carolanne Aaron to approve the
course, “Treatment fo the Child with Hypotonia” for 12 credits based on the additional
information provided. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

F. Letter from Total Motion Release Seminars
RE: Course “TMR Level I” 

Total Motion Release wrote a letter to the Board in September of 2009 concerning the
denial of the TMR Level I combination course which consisted of 16 credits of live seminar
and 10 credits of home study. The Board denied approval of this course in a live/home
study combination format because the home study portion did not have any additional new
information or material that was not addressed in the live seminar. Total Motion Release
seminars then submitted the 10 credit home study portion as a course by itself. 

The Board will advise Total Motion Release Seminars that the 10 credit home study course
was submitted with the combination course material and it was not completely separated
as an independent course. The Board will advise Total Motion Release Seminars that they
will reconsider the 10 credit home study course once it is truly submitted as a course by
itself. 

G. Response from Amedisys, Inc.
RE: Courses, “Balance for Life”, “Cognitive Strategies” and “Vital Signs and

Cardiopulmonary Assessment” 

Ms. Roberta Geisenheimer informed the Board that she could not register for the course,
“Balance for Life” sponsored by Amedisys, Inc. as it was not accessible. Ms. Geisenheimer
advised the Board that she was informed that the Amedisys, Inc. closed the course to
“outsiders”. 

The Board advised Amedisys, Inc. that all courses approved by the Board must be offered
on a nondiscriminatory basis pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:39A-9.3 (h). The Board asked
Amedisys, Inc. to inform them if the courses, “Balance for Life”, “Cognitive Strategies”, “Vital
Signs” and “Cardiopulmonary Assessment” are accessible to all physical therapists and
physical therapist assistants. The Board also asked Amedisys, Inc. to inform them how
interested individuals could register for these courses.
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Amedisys informed the Board that these courses have not been offered in New Jersey yet
and they are working on a process to allow for external parties to access the website where
the courses have been posted. 

A motion was made by Nancy Kirsch and seconded by Jean Bickal to withdraw the
approval of courses, “Balance for Life” and “Cognitive Strategies” and deny approval of
“Vital Signs” and “Cardiopulmonary Assessment” as the courses are not offered on a
nondiscriminatory basis pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:39A-9.3(h). A vote was taken and the
motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

VII. FOR YOUR INFORMATION

A. New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners  
July 14, 2010 Open Agenda of Disciplinary Matters Pending Conclusion

The Board reviewed the New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners July 14, 2010 Open
Agenda of Disciplinary Matters Pending Conclusion and considered it informational. 

B. New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners  
July 14, 2010 Open Board Agenda

The Board reviewed the New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners July 14, 2010 Open
Board Agenda and considered it informational. 

C. New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners  
May 12, 2010 Open Board Minutes

The Board reviewed the New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners May 12, 2010 Open
Board Minutes and considered them informational. 

D. New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners  
May 12, 2010 Open Minutes of Disciplinary Matters Pending Conclusion

The Board reviewed the New Jersey Board of Medical Examiners May 12, 2010 Open
Minutes of Disciplinary Matters Pending Conclusion and considered them informational. 

E. Board of Chiropractic Examiners
June 24, 2010 Public Session Agenda 

The Board reviewed the Board of Chiropractic Examiners June 24, 2010 Public Session
Agenda and considered it informational.

F. Board of Chiropractic Examiners
April 22, 2010 Public Session Minutes

The Board reviewed the Board of Chiropractic Examiners April 22, 2010 Public Session
Minutes and considered them informational. 
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G. Division of Consumer Affairs
State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners
Licensure Renewal: Continuing Education Requirment;
Credit-Hour Requirements; Acceptable Course Offerings;
Credit-Hour Calculation; Documentation of Continuing 
Education Credit; Responsibilities of Continuing Education Providers
Adopted Amendments: N.J.A.C. 13:39A-5.3, 9.1, 9.2, 9.3, 9.4 and 9.6
from the June 21, 2010 New Jersey Register

The Board considered the adopted amendments informational. 

H. Division of Consumer Affairs
State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners
Advertising and Solicitation Practices; Use of
Professional Credentials and Certifications
Adopted Amendments: N.J.A.C. 13:39A-8.1 and 8.5
from the June 21, 2010 New Jersey Register

The Board considered the adopted amendments informational. 

APPLICATIONS APPROVED BY THE BOARD

1. Flor Vincent Guanlao
2. Raida Pamela Gonzaga
3. Marjorie Guarin
4. Ryan Chio
5. Geraldine Sikora
6. Jennie Patwa
7. Chitra Salgame

APPLICATIONS NOT APPROVED BY THE BOARD

1. Santosh Ayirookuzhi
2. Clea Franscisco
3. Alex Mendoza
4. Amit Mohan
5. Mirela Radovanic

Upon a motion made by Nancy Kirsch and seconded by Carolanne Aaron, the Board voted
to go into Executive Session to discuss the following matters involving investigations of
violations of the Board’s enabling act, the Uniform Enforcement Act and/or Board
regulations. 

1. Six matters filed with the Board, which require review and additional
recommendations with regard to investigations and/or actions.

2. Nine matters where additional information has been submitted to the Board
concerning pending investigations.
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ADJOURNMENT

The Board returned to Public Session and a motion was made by Mary Browne and
seconded by Nancy Kirsch to adjourn the meeting at 2:30 P.M. A vote was taken and the
motion carried by a unanimous vote.

 Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Affinito
Executive Director


