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NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY EXAMINERS 

PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

December 18, 2012

A regular meeting of the New Jersey State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners was held
at 124 Halsey Street, Newark, New Jersey, in the Somerset Conference Room, 6th Floor,
on Tuesday December 18, 2012. The meeting was convened in accordance with the
provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act. Karen Wilk, Chairperson of the Board,
called the meeting to order at 9:30 A.M. and a roll call was taken and the following
attendance was recorded:

BARBARA J. BEHRENS, P.T.A. Excused
DAVID BERTONE, PT Present
JEAN BICKAL, ESQ Present
MARY B. BROWNE, P.T. Present
NANCY KIRSCH, P.T. Present
CINDY MOORE, P.T. Excused
SUSAN M. QUICK Excused
BETH SARFATY, PT Present
KAREN WILK, P.T. Present

Also present were: Carmen Rodriguez, Deputy Attorney General; John Hugelmeyer,
Deputy Attorney General; Lisa Tadeo, Executive Director and Gerard Tobia,
Administrative Staff

Members of the public: Vincent Buttaci, Esq.; Cathy Chin, representative of Select
Medical; Jessica Fulmino, PT and Thomas Donofrio, PT.

I. PUBLIC COMMENT

IV. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF OCTOBER 23, 2012 BOARD MEETING

Upon a motion made by Nancy Kirsch and seconded by David Bertone, the Board voted
to accept the minutes of the October 23, 2012 Board meeting as amended. A vote was
taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

V. ELECTION OF OFFICERS for 2013

Lisa Tadeo, Executive Director, took the chair to conduct the election of Board Officers for
2013.
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Ms. Tadeo called for nominations for Chairperson and a motion was made by Nancy Kirsch
and seconded by David Bertone to nominate Karen Wilk for Chairperson of the Board of
2013. Ms. Tadeo called for further nominations and there were none. Nancy Kirsch then
made a motion, seconded by Jean Bickal to close the nominations and elect Karen Wilk
Chairperson of the Board by acclamation. The vote of the Board was unanimous. 

Ms. Tadeo called for nominations for Vice Chairperson and a motion was made by Nancy
Kirsch and seconded by Mary Browne to nominate Barbara J. Behrens for Vice
Chairperson of the Board for 2013. Ms. Tadeo called for further nominations and there
were none. Nancy Kirsch then made a motion, seconded by Beth Sarfaty to close the
nominations and elect Barbara J. Behrens Vice President by acclamation. The vote of the
Board was unanimous. 

Ms. Tadeo called for nominations for Secretary and a motion was made by Nancy Kirsch
and seconded by David Bertone to nominate Cindy Moore for Secretary of the Board for
2013. Ms. Tadeo called for further nominations and there were none. Mary Browne then
made a motion, seconded by Beth Sarfaty to close the nominations and elect Cindy Moore
Secretary of the Board by acclamation. The vote of the Board was unanimous. 

VI. NEW BUSINESS

A. Continuing Education Course Reviewers’ Recommendations

Nancy Kirsch recused herself and did not participate in the discussion.

The Board reviewed the recommendations of the course reviewers at the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ) for continuing education courses submitted
by sponsors for the Board’s approval. A motion was made by Mary Browne and seconded
by David Bertone to accept the course reviewers’ recommendations as presented. The 65
approved courses will be posted on the New Jersey State Board of Physical Therapy
Examiners’ website. The 3 courses that were denied did not meet all the requirements set
forth in N.J.A.C. 13:39A-9 et seq. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous
vote.

B. Inquiry from Anthony L. Orlando, PT
RE: Patient records

Mr. Orlando wrote the Board to ask for guidance concerning patient records. Mr. Orlando
explained that during Hurricane Sandy a portion of his patient records were destroyed by
water and are totally unsalvageable. The files are not seven years old and inquired whether
he can shred these documents. 

Upon a motion made by Nancy Kirsch and seconded by David Bertone to advise Mr.
Orlando that he should, if possible, create a list of the patient records that were
unsalvageable in order to identify that those records were destroyed. A vote was taken and
the motion carried by a unanimous vote.
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C. Inquiry from the American Physical Therapy Association
RE: Continuing Education Courses

Ms. Buscemi wrote the Board to ask if the continuing education courses sponsored by the
American Physical Therapy Association’s components were accepted by the Board. 

Upon a motion made by Jean Bickal and seconded by Nancy Kirsch, to advise Ms.
Buscemi that the American Physical Therapy Association’s components would be accepted
by the Board if the courses are submitted and approved by the Board or if the courses are
approved by the National American Physical Therapy Association. A vote was taken and
the motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

D. Inquiry from Shirely Lay-Cruz, PT
RE: Documentation

Ms. Lay-Cruz, PT wrote the Board to ask if the physical therapist in a facility calls out sick 
and a physical therapist assistant who worked on that day under emergency situation, who
is responsible to co-sign for the physical therapist assistant’s daily notes. Ms. Lay-Cruz, PT
also inquired about per diem physical therapists who only work on weekends with regular
staff physical therapist assistants, can the per diem physical therapists co-sign notes of the
physical therapist assistants for patients that the per diem physical therapists did not
evaluate. 

A motion made by Nancy Kirsch and seconded by Jean Bickal to  advise Ms. Lay-Cruz that
under the emergency situation, the physical therapist of record must sign the note and
indicate on the note that they were not present. The Board will also advise Ms. Lay-Cruz
that the per diem physical therapist must sign the notes as they were the supervisor on that
day. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

E. Inquiry from Dominique Modesto, PT
RE: Continuing Education

Ms. Modesto wrote the Board to inquire about special consideration provided to licensees
who are unable to attend lecture seminars due to personal or family medical issues.

Upon a motion made by Mary Browne and seconded by Jean Bickal, the Board will advise
Ms. Modesto that she must provide the Board with documentation from the physician
concerning the history and status of the medical condition. The Board will also advise Ms.
Modesto that she can obtain all 30 credits from distance learning courses due to her
medical situation. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

F. Inquiry from Joseph DiScienza, PT
RE: Notes

Mr. DiScienza inquired whether a physical therapist is permitted to write a note for a
teenage patient to return to his/her high school sport.



New Jersey State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners Page 4
Public Session Minutes - December 18, 2012

Upon a motion made by Nancy Kirsch and seconded by Beth Sarfaty, the Board will advise
Mr. DiScienza that there is nothing in the New Jersey State Board of Physical Therapy
Examiners statutes and regulations that would prohibit a physical therapist from writing this
type of note.  The Board will advise Mr. DiScienza that he may wish to contact the New
Jersey Department of Education as they may have statutes and regulations that address
this issue. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

G. Inquiry from Stacey Duer, PT
RE: Documentation

Ms. Duer inquired whether a student can document in the patient record the physical
therapy treatment that was rendered and have the supervising physical therapist co-sign
the student’s entry. Ms. Duer also inquired whether the student can enter the billing
information although the billing system is not linked to the supervising physical therapist.
Ms. Duer advised the Board that the electronic system identifies the student as “physical
therapist assistant” with no indication that it is a student as the system cannot be changed
to identified that it is a student entering the information electronically.

A motion was made by Nancy Kirsch and seconded by Jean Bickal to advise Ms. Duer that
she should refer to N.J.A.C. 13:39A-3.1 Patient records and N.J.A.C. 13:39A-3.2 use of
personal or other computer prepare patient records as the description of the student
activities does not comply with the regulations. Also a student cannot be identified as a
physical therapist assistant as they are not a licensed physical therapist assistant pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 45:9-37.30 Use of certain titles, designations restricted. A vote was taken and
the motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

H. Inquiry from Donna Williams
RE: Scope of Practice

Ms. Williams inquired whether physical therapists are permitted to work under orders from
nurse practitioners.

A motion was made by Nancy Kirsch and seconded by Mary Bickal to advise Ms. Williams 
that the language requiring physician referral for physical therapy treatment has been
removed from the statute, therefore, a prescription or referral is not required for providing
physical therapy treatment. The Board will also advise Ms. Williams that while patients have
direct access to physical therapy services in New Jersey, there may be other laws and
regulations in the State of New Jersey or requirements for third party payment that require
a prescription/referral for physical therapy treatment and the physical therapist will need to
also adhere to those laws and regulations. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a
unanimous vote.  

I. Inquiry from Mark F. Magazu, II, MPA, JD
RE: Animal Physical Therapy

Mr. Magazu wrote the Board to ask if there are any legal reasons against naming his
business “The Rollins Center for Animal Physical Therapy”.
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Upon a motion made by David Bertone and seconded by Nancy Kirsch, the Board will
advise Mr. Magazu that he cannot use the term physical therapy pursuant to  N.J.S.A. 45:9-
37.30 Use of certain titles, designations restricted, therefore, “Animal Physical Therapy”
would be misleading. A vote was taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

J. Inquiry from Thomas Donofrio, PT
RE: Videosystography Evaluation

Mr. Donofrio inquired if it was permissible to conduct a videosystography evaluation for a
patient with dizziness/vestibular problems to get a better understanding of the location of
the lesion to improve treatment options.

A motion made by Mary Browne and seconded by Nancy Kirsch to advise Mr. Donofrio 
that a physical therapist can conduct a videosystography if appropriately trained pursuant
to N.J.A.C. 13:39A-2.2, the diagnostic testing is clinically supported and is specific to that
individual patient’s impairments, functional limitations, or disability. A vote was taken and
the motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

K. Inquiry from Michael Mitacchione, PT
RE: Evaluation of Athletes

Mr. Mitacchione wrote the Board regarding the evaluation of athletes or anyone involved
in sports who suffers a concussion, specifically whether physical therapists are allowed to
perform these evaluations. 

Upon a motion made by David Bertone and seconded by Nancy Kirsch, the Board will
advise Mr. Mitacchione that physical therapists can perform evaluations of patients who
have suffered from a concussion including pre and post testing as part of the physical
therapy evaluation. Mr. Mitacchione will also be advised that there may be other statutes
and regulations that address the patients’ return to practice after a concussion. A vote was
taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

L. Assembly No. 3427
(Synopsis - Provides for temporary professional or occupational licensure for
qualified nonresident military spouses.)
- Introduced November 19, 2012

A motion was made by Nancy Kirsch and seconded by Beth Sarfaty to advise the Division
of Consumer Affairs legislative liaison that the Board supports this bill 3427. A vote was
taken and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.

VII. FOR YOUR INFORMATION

A. Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy 
October 2012 News Brief

The Board reviewed the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy October 2012
News Brief and considered it informational. 
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Upon a motion made by Nancy Kirsch and seconded by David Bertone, the Board voted
to go into Executive Session to discuss the following matters involving investigations of
violations of the Board’s enabling act, the Uniform Enforcement Act and/or Board
regulations.

1. Six matters filed with the Board, which require review and additional
recommendations with regard to investigations and/or actions.

2. Eighteen matters where additional information has been submitted to the Board
concerning pending investigations.

The Board reviewed and discuss the below  applications in Executive Session. A motion
was made by Nancy Kirsch and  seconded by Jean Bickal to approve the 27 applications
listed below and not approve the 5 applications listed below. The applications that were not
approved did not meet all the licensure requirements.

APPLICATIONS APPROVED BY THE BOARD

1. Radhika Patel
2. Kirti Shetty 
3. Florence Orbigoso
4. Shreenidhi Joshi
5. Joseph Damiani
6. Bhavik Hirani
7. Ronakkumar Patel
8. Ina Mary Almero
9. Emmanuel Aventura
10. Alvin Ignacio Espedido
11. Olabisi Bamgbade
12. Rochelle Bernardo
13. Maria Pasaol
14. Deepika Sharma
15. Marilyn Munsayac
16. Leonia Sigal
17. Rhitkumar Devani
18. Isha Chawla
19. Parthkumar Pathak
20. Mohit Mehta
21. Mandakini Desai
22. Liliane Scafidi
23. Janki Patel
24. Cindy Ward
25. Rosalynn Taclob
26. Michelle Samar
27. Fayedan Poncrano
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APPLICATIONS NOT APPROVED BY THE BOARD

1. Phani Kaza
2. Marianne Gatela
3. Hazel Ramos
4. Alex Mendoza
5. Zielah Silva

ADJOURNMENT

The Board returned to Public Session and a motion was made by Nancy Kirsch and
seconded by David Bertone to adjourn the meeting at 2:00 P.M. A vote was taken and the
motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Tadeo
Executive Director


