
BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS 
OPEN MINUTES 

March 16, 2005

Call to Order

The Meeting of the Board of Social Work Examiners was held at 124 Halsey Street, 6th floor, Wednesday, March
16, 2005. Doreen Bobby, Board Chair, convened the meeting, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act
at 1:20 P.M. The following attendance was recorded for these minutes:

Roll Call

Henry Acosta, MSW, LSW Professional Member Present
Doreen J. Bobby, Chair, MSW, LCSW Professional Member Present
John G. Cosgrove, Ph.D., LSW Professional Membe r Present
Kathleen Ellis Public Member Present
Louise A. Murray, Vice-Chair, DSW, LSW Professional Member Present
Jo Paine, CSW Professional Member Present
Dorothy Robinson Public Member Absent
Terri Wilson, MSW, LCSW Government Member Present

Also present were Executive Director Kay K. McCormack, D.A.G. Susan Berger, and Board staff member,
Theresa Brundage. Upon review of the Open Session minutes from January 19, 2005 and February 16, 2005, the
Board unanimously agreed to approve the minutes as revised.

Representatives from the New Jersey Association of Mental Health Agencies, Inc. (NJAMHA) attended the Open
Session of today's meeting to discuss the interpretation of N.J.S.A. 45:15BB-5.h - the exemption to provide
certain social work services in a non-profit mental health setting without the requirement to obtain a license or
certificate from this Board. Speaking on behalf of NJAMHA was Joseph Masciandaro, MA - Chair of the Public
Policy Committee for the Association. Mr. Masciandaro also highlighted NJAMHA's concern that many non-
profit settings may find it difficult to provide their LSW employees with clinical supervision in accordance with
N.J.A.C. 13:44G-8.1(a)4.

Also attending the Open Session to represent NJAMHA were: Carolyn Bray, MPA- Senior Health Policy Analyst
for the Association, Richard Mingoia, MSW, LCSW - NJAMHA/NJACRF and John Zukauskas. Walter Kalman,
MSW, LSW, Executive Director of NASW, NJ and Dawn Hall Apgar, Ph.D., LSW - Liaison to the Board from
NASW, NJ also attended this session.

Legislation

The Board reviewed Assembly Bill, #3757 with the intent to formulate a comment. This act revises licensure and
certification requirements for certain persons who engage in the practice of social work. Specifically, the bill
amends the portion of the "exemptions" statute N.J.S.A. 45:15BB-5 by deleting the following exempt settings.

1. civil service employees of State/County Agency ie. DYFS/Welfare

2. employees of non-profit organizations

3. the exemption to work in substance abuse which is now regulated under the Division of Consumer Affairs

The Bill would also require BSW applicants for the certification credential to take the national "Basic" level



examination.

The Board engaged in a lengthy and spirited discussion, as the intent of this bill would greatly impact the present
practice of social work. The Board voted unanimously to support the bill amendments deleting the
license/certification exemptions in government and non-profit setting but only as relating to LSWs and LCSWs.
The Board opined that CSWs should be permitted to work in each of these settings without the requirement to
obtain a certification, since the requirement places undue burden on BSWs and non-profit settings alike which in
turn, impacts the profession. The Board also felt satisfied that BSWs in non-profit agencies are closely monitored,
educated and qualified to provide the types of non-clinical services which are not necessarily improved by
obtaining a credential

The following arguments were voiced against the requirement for examination at the CSW level.

- regulation places further restrictions on BSWs who are at the lowest salary scale

- regulation places a strain on agencies to pay higher salaries for credentialed personnel which will, in turn, result
in fewer jobs for social workers at this level while the exemptions to work in these settings exist for other mental
health professionals.

While there was heated debate on whether the requirement to sit for the "basic" examination at the CSW level
was "over regulation" and not a "qualitative measure" of one's abilities, the members eventually voted to approve
the basic examination as a CSW requirement as a consumer - protective measure.

B. F.Y.I. In order to keep abreast of national trends in the mental health field, the Board reviewed a bill being
proposed in Florida to license "faith-based counselors".

Public Comment

Members of the public in attendance for this session are identified in section V. No formal comment was offered
by any member of the public other than by Mr. Masciandaro speaking on behalf of NJAMHA.

Executive Director's Report Kay McCormack discussed administrative and scheduling matters with Board
members.

Review of Supervisors' Credentials

Dr. Murray reviewed the credentials of individuals seeking approval as clinical supervisors. The Committee
unanimously agreed to find the following individuals acceptable as clinical supervisors, based on a review of
their curricula vita.

SUPERVISOR

Ellen Davis, Ph.D. Licensed Psychologist - PA

Janice K. Marine, LCSW-NC & DE

John McFarland, MD, Licensed Psychiatrist-VA

Judith Mickenberg, LCSW-MA

Debbi Bretag, LCSW - IL

Review of Related BA Degree(s) in compliance with N.J.A.C. 13:44G-4.3(a)3.iii- There were no degrees in this
category presented to the Board for review.

XI. Vote on the Candidates Proposed for Licensure and Certification



A motion was made by Ms. Paine and seconded by Dr. Cosgrove to approve the candidates at the bachelors
degree and the two levels at the masters degree as recommended, based on their eligibility. The vote was
unanimous.

Continuing Education A/B. The Board discussed several problematic CE contents and, following a review, a
motion was offered by Ms. Bobby and seconded by Dr. Murray to approve those CE programs as recommended.
The vote was unanimous. The approved courses will be reflected on the Board's monthly update of CE offerings
for March 2005

CE Correspondence

1. The Board reviewed a 20-hour CE course in clinical supervision submitted by Monmouth University Graduate
School of Social Work. Following a review and discussion of the course content, a motion was made by Ms.
Bobby and seconded by Dr. Cosgrove to approve the course as compliant with N.J.A.C.13:44G-8.1(a)4.
However, the faculty presenter will be asked to describe in more detail the experience she has acquired as a
clinical supervisor for mental health professionals.

Dr. Demetria DeLia, Ph.D., LCSW submitted additional information at the Board's request to describe the clinical
coursework she has obtained and which she is offering in compliance with N.J.A.C.13:44G-8.1(a)4. The Board
agreed to advise Dr. DeLia that it was unable to approve her as a clinical supervisor based on this coursework.

Regulation Revisions

The Board has postponed to the May 2005 agenda its review of the draft revisions prepared by regulatory analyst,
Danielle Swenson.

Board members Doreen Bobby and Kathleen Ellis have volunteered to work together with DAG Berger and
Executive Director Kay K. McCormack to draft a regulation for Board review which would outline appropriate
procedures for providing court-prescribed therapy/evaluations to families involved in separation/divorce and
custody.

Correspondence

Martha Spital, LCSW-R-New York, requested that the Board grant her an LCSW based on her previous score
from the ASWB national exam at "Advanced" level. Based on the Board's understanding of the content of the
"Advanced" exam, Ms. Spital's request was denied by unanimous agreement. She will be required to pass the
clinical level examination for the license eligibility.

Vincent P. Garrity, MSW, LSW requested that the Board waive the 30 CE credit requirement for the renewal of
his upcoming 2006-2008 cycle license. Based on medical documentation provided by Mr. Garrity's physician and
proof of his social security disability status the Board unanimously agreed to, grant Mr. Garrity the waiver for
this cycle pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:44G-6.6.

The Board continued its discussion from February 16, 2005 with Kathryn Murphy's, MSW, LCSW concern over
a perceived conflict between N.J.A.C. 13:44G-12.3 and 12.4 Confidentiality and Release of Client Records and
the policy advised by her Board of Education employer regarding, the release of records/information to school
personnel and parental consent for treatment of minors. Based on DAG Berger's review of the Board of
Education operations manual provided by Ms. Murphy, she will be advised that the policy manual appears to
provide procedures for the circumstance in question and there is no perception of a conflict with the regulatory
requirements.

Topics for Board discussion

A. The topic of responsibility for client care in cases of arranged off-premise clinical supervision is postponed to



the April 2005 meeting.

Adjournment The Open session concluded at 2:20 P.M. whereupon the Board unanimously agreed enter Closed
session.

The Board entered the Open Session at 4:15 P.M. to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

___________________________
Kay K. McCormack
Executive Director


	Local Disk
	New Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs State Board of Social Work Examiners Minutes


