
BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS
PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

September 26, 2007

I. The Meeting was called to order by Board Chair, Doreen Bobby, MSW, LCSW at 10:15 A.M.

II. The meeting of the State Board of Social Work Examiners was held at 124 Halsey Street, the 6th floor,
on Wednesday, September 26, 2007 in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act. The following
attendance was recorded for these minutes:

III. Roll Call

Henry Acosta, MSW, LSW, Vice-Chair Professional Member Present
Leonard Altamura, DSW, LCSW Professional Member Present
Doreen J. Bobby, MSW, LCSW, Chair Professional Member Present
Kathleen Ellis Public Member Absent 
Maxine Lisboa, MSW, LSW Professional Member Present
Louise A. Murray, DSW, LSW Professional Member Present
Paul J. St. Onge, Esq. Public Member Absent
Wanetta V. Williams, BSW, CSW Professional Member Present
Lorna Hines-Cunningham, MS, LCSW Government Member Present

Also present were Executive Director Kay K. McCormack, DAG Jodi C. Krugman, and Board staff Theresa
Brundage.

The Board acknowledges the appointment of Lorna Hines-Cunningham, MS, LCSW as the government
representative to the Board and welcomes her to her first agenda meeting. With Ms. Hines-Cunningham’s
appointment, the Board is again at full nine-member complement. Ms. Hines-Cunningham is the Assistant
Division Director, New Jersey Division of Mental Health Services and was appointed by Commissioner Jennifer
Velez as her representative.

IV. Review of Minutes

The Public Session minutes of August 22, 2007 were reviewed and unanimously approved as presented.

V. Public Comment

-The Board welcomed the following public attendees to Open Session. Erika Williams, Director of Community
Resources for Partnership for Children of Essex in Newark; Karen Thompson, Director of CBHS Agency Urban
Care LLC in East Orange; Sharon Turley of the YCM-New Jersey in Newark and, representing the New Jersey
Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers (NASW) Executive Director Walter X. Kalman, MSW,
LSW and Laura Taylor, Chapter Membership Chair.

-Walter Kalman distributed copies of this season’s initial newSWire student publication which keeps social work
students current with professional issues, programs and events.

-In response to the Association’s inquiry, Executive Director Kay K. McCormack clarified that the monthly
update of Board-approved CE coursework is available via the Board’s website at
www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/medical/socialwork.htm , the “Education” link and through the Board office in hard
copy. The listing includes the category of homestudy, CE credits identified by general, clinical and/or ethics
content, the approved clinical supervision courses which comply with N.J.A.C. 13:44G-8.1(a)4 and sources of
pre-approved presentations, ie, Council on Social Work Education-approved Schools of Social Work, all sponsors
approved by the Association of Social Work Boards (ASWB) and by for the National Chapter of the National



Association of Social Workers (NASW). With the expected adoption of a revision to N.J.A.C. 13:44 G-6.7 the
Board anticipates phasing out its current CE review process by August 31, 2008. Sponsors are encouraged to
consider alternatives to the Board’s process through existing, established sources.

VI. Executive Director’s Report

-Mrs. McCormack informed Board members of the Division of Consumer Affair’s intent to alter the appearance
with upgraded security features of all official documents in color and design to enhance the security of
professional licenses and certificates. This change goes into effect after September 30, 2007.

VII. Review of Clinical Supervisors’ Credentials

A motion was made by Dr. Altamura and seconded by Ms. Williams approving the following clinical supervisors
recommended as qualified by review. The vote was unanimous.

Supervisors

Judith A. Levin, LCSW-NY

Samuel H. Fink, Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist-MN

Michele M. Grethel, Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist-NY

David McCain Rogers, LCSW-NY

Phyllis L. Turner, LCSW-TN
Mary E. Heaney-Garate, LCSW-TN

Ellen G. Friedman, Ph.D., LCSW-CA

Sarah D. Smith, CSW-PA

MiMi Meyers, MSW, CSW-NY

Vincent Guilamo-Ramos, Ph.D., LCSW-NY

Laurie Sloane, LCSW-NY

Marilyn Siegel, LCSW-IL

Carole Spreitzer, LCSW-IL

VIII. Eugene R. Johnson, MSW-LSW applicant and Jaclyn Cutrone, MSW, LSW Louisiana-NJ LSW
applicant-each submitted a passing score on the national ASWB social work licensing exam at the
Advanced Generalist level in compliance with N.J.A.C. 13:44G-4.2 (a)4 as eligibility for their LSW licenses.
A motion was offered by Dr. Murray and Mr. Acosta to accept a passing score at this exam level in order
to establish eligibility for LSW licensure. Further, the Board sets this as future protocol. The vote was
unanimous.

IX. The Board considered the May 1990 BA degree in Home Economics submitted by Myriam Santiago in
compliance with N.J.A.C. 13:44G-4.3(a)3.ii. Dr. Murray summarized Ms. Santiago’s coursework and a
Board discussion ensued. The Board agreed ultimately agreed that Ms. Santiago’s BA in Home Economics
satisfies the educational criteria stipulated in the amendment as a prerequisite for certification.



X. Vote on Candidates Proposed for Licensure and Certification

A motion was made by Dr. Murray and seconded by Dr. Altamura approving those candidates listed (attached) as
qualified in their category based on a review of their application documents and in accordance with the Statute
and Regulations. The vote was unanimous.

XI. Regulations-Sunset review with Regulatory Analyst, Charles Manning

A motion was made by Mr. Acosta and Ms. Williams to adopt the additions proposed to regulations N.J.A.C.
13:44G-6.2 and-6.3 I/M/O social and cultural “competence” which require a minimum of 3 credit hours in related
coursework for professionals at each of the three levels regulated by the Board. The Board unanimously agreed
that the term “diversity” should be changed to “competence” throughout the proposed text as “competence” more
accurately reflects the Board’s intent and purpose. The vote was unanimous. Pending adoption, the revisions are
scheduled to take effect for the upcoming September 1, 2008 cycle. Mr. Manning will pursue the change and
report on October 24, 2007 as to whether this is considered to be substantive.

The draft regulatory revisions which Mr. Manning prepared as a result of the Board’s discussion on August 22,
2007 where again reviewed in detail in addition to those revisions made to the remaining portions of the
regulations during today’s session. Mr. Manning will provide the latest draft for October 24, 2007.

XII. Continuing Education (CE)

A/B. The listing of all CE presentations was approved as recommended by Board member review. The vote was
unanimous. Any additional presentations approved by discussion during this session will also be reflected in the
monthly update of Board-approved CEs which is available at the Board’s website and by hardcopy from the
Board office.

C. CE Correspondence

1. An appeal to the Board’s initial denial of CE coursework submitted by the New Jersey Coalition for Battered
Women was considered. Based on a clarification of the planned learning objectives in the proposed time frames,
the Board unanimously agreed to withdraw the denial and approve the the workshop Creative Techniques;
Interventions for Adult Survivors of Dometic Violence.

XIII. Association of Social Work Boards (ASWB)

The Board reviewed as informational the Association’s proposed By laws amendments and made no comment.

XIV. Correspondence

The Board considered several articles/correspondence brought to its attention by concerned representatives of the
State’s for-profit mental health provider community. Representatives of this provider network were also in
attendance during today’s Public Session agenda. Apparently, certain portions of the New Jersey Social Workers’
Licensing Act were misinterpreted with regard to license requirements when providing clinical social work in all
but “exempt’ settings, the scope of services permitted at both LSW and the LCSW and the criteria for clinical
supervision. The Board refers to the Statutes and Regulations of the Licensing Act which are available at the
levels Board’s website www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/medical/socialwork.htm ,the “Rules” link, specifically
N.J.S.A. 45:15BB-4 and-5 and Regulations N.J.A.C. 13:44G-1.3, Subchapter .3.;13:44G-1.2 and 13:44G-9.3. The
Board engaged in an exchange of information with the public attendees in order to ensure the correct
interpretation on these issues. On the Board’s behalf DAG Jodi Krugman restated the Board’s offer to work with
the for-profit sector agencies in encouraging their unlicensed/uncertified employees to apply for
license/certification within six months of their agency’s communication with the Board. While the unregulated
provision of social work services in for-profit settings is a violation of the Licensing Act and is not permitted, the
Board, in good faith, proposes that once the commitment to pursue credentialing is undertaken by a for-profit
agency on its employees’ behalf, the Board will not impose discipline against those identified employees during



the agreed- upon 6 month time frame. Once the 6-month period has expired, applicants will once again be judged
independently and according to the employment information provided in their applications.

NON-AGENDA ITEM

XV. License Reinstatement

The Board will consider in Executive Session the appeal submitted by Jill Jones Soderman and her attorney,
Richard Mazewey, Esq. to initiate the reinstatement of Ms. Soderman’s clinical license which the Board
suspended on July 10, 2003. Documents to support Ms.Soderman’s fitness to regain her independent clinical
practice license will be examined in Executive Session and the Board’s decision will ultimately be reflected in the
Public Session agenda/minutes.

XVI. Public Session concluded at 1:15 A.M. whereupon the Board unanimously agreed to enter Executive
Session to discuss the Executive Agenda.

XVII. By unanimous consent, the Board re-entered Public Session at 4:30 P.M. to adjourn for the day.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________
Kay K. McCormack
Executive Director
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