
New Jersey State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners

October 24, 2001

Public Session Minutes

 

A. CALL TO ORDER

This scheduled meeting of the Board was called to order at 9:40 a.m. in the Somerset Conference Room, 6th floor, 124
Halsey Street, Newark, New Jersey.

B. ROLL CALL

The following Board Members were present for this meeting:

Board President John G. De Vries, DVM
Board Vice President Nancy E. Halpern, DVM to Item T
Board Member Neal L. Beeber, DVM
Board Member Thomas M. Jacks, Ph.D. to Item S, File #01-067
Board Member David A. Meirs, VMD 
Board Member Alfred R. Scerni, Jr., Esq.
Board Member Carolyn Self, DVM
Board Member Ernest Zirkle, DVM

Absent: (none)

Staff present: Executive Director Diane I. Romano
Deputy Attorney General Darlene Lapola 
Isaura Roman, Principal Clerk
Susan Flores, Secretary to the Executive Director

Public present: Robert Gordon, DVM, of the NJVMA
Sandra Fulton

A quorum was present for the entire meeting.

The meeting was presided over by Dr. DeVries.

In accordance with Chapter 231 of P.L. 1975, more commonly referred to as the Sunshine Law, adequate notice of this
meeting was provided by mailing to the Office of the Secretary of State, the Star Ledger, the Trenton Times, the
Bergen Record and the Courier Post.

C. APPROVAL OF PUBLIC MINUTES

On a motion of Dr. Self, seconded by Dr. Zirkle and unanimous vote of the Board, the September 26, 2001 public
session Minutes were approved as submitted.

D. LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY



Mrs. Romano's report on pending/new legislation and regulations:

1. S-1408 SCA/A-2567 (grants additional powers to boards) This bill passed the Senate and is on 2nd reading in the
Assembly.

2. S-2564 (prohibits public release of professional licensees' home addresses) This is a new bill recently introduced
and referred to the Senate Commerce Committee. Copies of the bill were previously provided to Board members and
their comments forwarded on to the Division's regulatory analysts.

3. S-2534 (permits treatment of animals by agents of animal's owner) Introduced and referred to Committee. This bill
is identical to A-3194 which is on 2nd reading in the Assembly.

4. Investigator Abby Binder of the SPCA called and is requesting that the Board pass a regulation requiring
veterinarians to report cases of animal abuse (by the animal's owner) to them for investigation. She indicated that a
concern they have is with veterinarians who want to report these cases to the SPCA but are fearful of being sued.
Additionally, that the veterinarian be permitted/mandated to turn over medical records and/or x-rays of these animals to
aid in the SPCA's prosecution of the animal's owner.

On a motion of Dr. Zirkle, seconded by Dr. Meirs and unanimous vote, the Board determined to table consideration of
this proposal until after the results of the SCI investigation of SPCA's become apparent.

5. New regulation re responsibility, delegation of authority In response to a recent consumer complaint, Deputy
Director Miragliotta requested that the Board consider a regulation regarding supervision of veterinary staff and
delegation of authority from veterinarian to staff. On a motion of Dr. Meirs, seconded by Dr. Self and unanimous vote,
the Board determined to propose such a regulation based on the principle that a veterinarian may delegate authority,
but not the responsibility, which remains with the vet. Mrs. Romano will contact Regulatory Analyst Chuck Manning.

E. ADMINISTRATIVE

(none)

F. CREDENTIALING

1. Patricia Rose, DVM

The Board had denied Dr. Rose's application for waiver of the practical exam. She now questions whether she needs
any license at all in New Jersey since she only does radiology. In a phone conversation with staff, she indicated she
also made diagnoses. Subsequent to deliberation, on a motion of Dr. Beeber, seconded by Dr. Zirkle and unanimous
vote, the Board determined to advise her that it is reconsidering her application for license by endorsement. She will be
asked to provide information as to where she has been working and what she has been doing since August 15, 2001.

2. Irwin Ruderman, DVM

On a motion of Dr. Jacks, seconded by Dr. Meirs and unanimous vote, Dr. Ruderman was approved to sit for the
jurisprudence exam.

G. RESPONSES TO PENALTY LETTERS

(none)

H. MISCELLANEOUS

1. Ultrasonography



Discussion on this matter was tabled indefinitely.

2. Cremation charges/full disclosure

The Board discussed this issue as presented in correspondence to the Division calling for disclosure to the consumer of
how much a veterinarian pays a cremation or other service. It was pointed out that the Board has never received a
complaint from any consumer regarding this breakdown, that an itemization is always given to a consumer in advance
of disposal of a pet's body and that no other profession or business must disclose all his/her costs to his or her clients
or patients. The logical progression would be that a veterinarian would be made to disclose to clients how much he
pays for an antibiotic versus what he is charging the client for that antibiotic. The Board went on record as being
unanimously opposed to proposing such a regulation or law.

3. NAVLE timing

The Board discussed the conflict in timing which exists in the scheduling of the North American Veterinary Licensing
Examination versus our statute which indicates that an applicant must be in the last portion of the last semester of an
approved veterinary college or university in order to be eligible to take the New Jersey test and thus be approved to sit
for the NAVLE. In order to make New Jersey applicants eligible to take this national exam, the lists of candidates will
be sent to the National Board of Examiners without any certification indicating that they are presently eligible to sit for
the New Jersey practical exam. Additionally, a letter will be sent to the NBEC suggesting that the NAVLE be offered
more often than twice a year.

I. HEARING

(none)

J. PUBLIC COMMENT

A member of the public addressed the Board regarding the timing of the NAVLE (Item H.3, above) and her daughter's
experience with same.

K. NEXT MEETING

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board is November 28, 2001 at 9:30 a.m. in the Somerset Conference
Room, 6th floor, 124 Halsey Street, Newark, New Jersey.

L. EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 10:35 a.m. the Board unanimously moved to executive session to hold investigative inquiries and to consider new
consumer complaints and new and pending disciplinary matters.

M. CONSUMER COMPLAINTS

The Board discussed new and pending consumer complaints and investigations in executive session and returned to
open session to record their votes for those matters resulting in disciplinary action:

(None; however, two veterinarians will be offered consent orders.)

N. ADJOURNMENT

This meeting of the Board was adjourned at 3:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



DIANE I. ROMANO
Executive Director
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